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This Association, as a body, is not responsible for the statements or opinions of any of its 
members. 


HISTORY OF THE 26TH ENGINEERS, U.S.A. 
(WATER SUPPLY REGIMENT) 
IN THE WORLD WAR, SEPTEMBER, 1917— MARCH, 1919. 


THE STORY OF THE REGIMENT. 


This is a story of Service; of a regiment of men who sought 
“the Service,” whose motto was ‘ Service,” and who gave their 
best service no matter what the job. A majority of the men came 
from civil occupations which had more or less to do with water, 
and in France the regiment formed the nucleus of the ‘‘ Water 
Supply Service” of the American Forces. Thus its members 
may well have a feeling of satisfaction that they had opportunity 
to render the service for which they were best fitted, even if they 
could not literally “‘ go over the top.” 

Finding the right place in the complex whirling machinery of a 
war-time army is a difficult matter, not only for individual men 
but occasionally for whole regiments. Not so with the 26th 
Engineers, however, for hardly had enough men been enrolled 
to make two companies before the call came from France for 
water-supply troops. From then until the American forces 
reached the Rhine, the regiment and even single companies were 
literally torn to pieces in the efforts of regional and army com- 
manders to secure the specialized services of water-supply troops. 
Although at the temporary sacrifice of regimental spirit, this dis- 
persion gave greater opportunity for service, broadening the view 
of officers and men from the horizon of regiment or division to 
that of army, and even to that of the entire Expeditionary Forces. 

The experiences of the men, recounted among themselves while 
waiting as a regiment for transportation home, and read from the 
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pages of this brief history, cannot but cement them in a common 
fellowship of service which will more effectively preserve the 
“spirit of the 26th’ than the memory of years of regimental 
military functions or months of active service as a unit in the army 
zone. 
Due to the peculiar circumstances under which the 26th Engi- 
neers operated, this history consists of a series of accounts of the 
activities of each detachment and company of the regiment. 
Nevertheless there are certain facts, common to all, which deserve 
mention: 

1. The regiment was almost entirely a volunteer organization, 
made up of skilled tradesmen and engineers drawn from practi- 
cally every state in the Union. ; 

2. The regiment furnished the first of the Engineer troops 
authorized for a field army to see service in France, and was among 
the first to be stationed for duty in the Zone of the Armies. 

3. The regiment was organized to do the water-supply work of 
one field army. In actual fact, however, it not only saw much 
service in the area of the Services of Supply, but during the period 
of activity in the American Army zone it was divided among the 
three field armies of the American Expeditionary Forces. 

4. Prior to the major operations at the front, the 26th Engineers 
constructed complete water-supply systems at 36 hospitals and 
permanent camps in the area of the Services of Supply and com- 
plete sewage systems at 14 hospitals in the same area. 

5. Companies of the regiment served as army water-supply 
troops in each of the three major operations, — Aisne-Marne 
offensive, St. Mihiel offensive, and Argonne-Meuse offensive, — 
and also in the defense of the Toul and Baccarat sectors and 
during the march to Germany. 

6. During the St. Mihiel and Argonne-Meuse offensives the 
regiment constructed and operated 125 temporary and 105 semi- 
permanent military ‘‘ water points” for men and animals. It 
also operated approximately 100 existing French water points, 
and constructed 48 railway locomotive filling stations. A total 
length of 120000 ft. of 2- and 4-in. pipe was laid in connection 
with this work. Whole co:npanies served continuously within 
the range of enemy shell fire for periods of from fifty to ninety days, 
without relief or rest. 
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7. A detachment from the 26th Engineers was among the first 
American troops to reach Coblenz. 


NEED FOR WATER-SUPPLY TROOPS. 


The important part which water supply bears to the successful 
execution of military operations has long been realized. Never 
before the World War, however, has specific provision been made, 
in technical personnel and materiel, for the supplying of adequate 
quantities of potable water to armies in the field. This innovation 
was not the result alone of the arid conditions under which it was 
attempted to carry on certain campaigns such as those of the 
British at Gallipoli and in Palestine and of the Italians in eastern 
Italy. An even more important reason was the inadequacy, and 
often the pollution, of local supplies in the humid regions of north- 
ern France, under the conditions of unusual troop concentration 
which has characterized operations on the Western Front. 

Existing wells and developed springs were so inadequate in 
certain early operations on this front that the failure to attain 
success was directly ascribed to the lack of sufficient water for the 
troops and animals engaged. In other instances the use of polluted 
water resulted in sickness and lowering of morale among the 
troops. These experiences led to the organization, in the various 
Allied armies, of specialized troops with technically experienced 
personnel for water-supply service. That the Germans also 
realized the importance of water supply was amply shown by the 
extensive pipe-line systems, with pumping plants and reservoirs, 
which were found immediately behind their lines in France. 
Printed maps of various sectors were also found in captured dug- 
outs, showing in detail a great variety of water-supply information 
within the German lines, for the use of troop commanders and 
officers whose duty it was to provide developed water where 
needed. 

There was thus ample justification for the authorization and 
organization of a water-supply regiment for the American forces 
as provided by General Order No. 108, War Department, August 
15, 1917. 
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THE STORY OF THE REGIMENT. 


ORGANIZATION. 


The new regiment was designated as 26th Engineers, and Camp 
Dix, N. J., assigned as a mobilization camp. The first officers 
received orders to report not later than September 6, 1917. On 
September 10, Major E. H. Whitlock assumed temporary com- 
mand, and Capt. Robert Boettger was designated regimental 
adjutant. Various other officers were assigned to regimental 
headquarters and to Companies A, B, and C. The first enlisted 
men arrived September 11, and from then on the growth of the 
regiment was rapid. A few days later, Col. E. J. Dent, Engineers, 
took command, and training commenced in real earnest. 

Other than giving publicity to the organization in newspapers 
and engineering journals throughout the United States, very little 
effort was devoted to recruiting. The men came by voluntary 
enlistment in a steady stream, and one after another the com- 
panies were filled to strength. Company F was the last to be 
assembled, and obtained its full enlisted personnel June 15, 1918. 
There were weeks and months of steady training, but the life 
was new and the hope of “ going over” soon was kept bright by 
seeing one after another of the companies “ secretly ”’ depart. 


PERSONNEL. 


The personnel of the regiment was probably drawn from as 
widely distributed an area as any regiment in the United States 
Army. Every state in the Union was represented excepting only 
Idaho and Arkansas, and even Alaska and the Panama Canal 
Zone had their representatives. Among the officers, New York 
claimed the lead with 28 per cent., while California followed with 
6 per cent. Michigan furnished the greatest proportion of the 
enlisted men (17 per cent.), followed by California (14 per cent.), 
Pennsylvania (12 per cent.), and New York (8 per cent.). 

The great majority of men in the regiment were skilled work- 
men or had had experience as engineers or on construction work. 
The oil-producing industry furnished more men (16 per cent.) 
than any other single industry, and was represented by a type of 
man peculiarly fitted for the work which the regiment was called 
upon to do in France. The automobile industry was also well 
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represented (13 per cent.), and supplied the truck drivers who, 
although working under great difficulties and often under shell 
fire, kept the many detachments at the front supplied with equip- 
ment, material, and rations. Most of the men were skilled trades- 
men, the list including well drillers, truck drivers, plumbers, pipe 
fitters, mechanicians, carpenters, masons, brick layers, concrete 
men, blacksmiths, electricians, steam and gas engine men, pump 
operators, clerks, etc. There were also draftsmen, surveyors, 
engineers, and construction foremen. Among the officers, 50 per 
cent. had had practical experience in hydraulic engineering and 
construction, 25 per cent. in general engineering and construc- 
tion, and the remainder in mechanical, electrical, and sanitary 
engineering. 

The members of the regiment were characterized by enthu- 
siasm and energy in the performance of their work. The spirit 
was maintained even among the three companies which after 
reaching France were engaged for a considerable period of time 
on work far to the rear of the line of actual fighting. 


EarLy WorK IN FRANCE. 


The work of the first three companies which reached France was 
intimately connected with the Services of Supply, or the 8.0.8., as 
it was usually termed. This portion of the American Expedition- 
ary Forces was responsible for the transportation of supplies and 
the handling of troops from the base ports up to the Zone of the 
Armies. For this purpose ample facilities were necessary, includ- 
ing docks, terminals, railways, storage depots, barracks, and 
hospitals. The crowded state of the ports and railways of north- 
ern France necessitated the use by American forces of the western 
and southern French ports, such as Brest, St. Nazaire, Bordeaux, 
and Marseilles, and a line of existing railway leading from the 
southwestern ports northeast through Tours and Chateauroux to 
Dijon, Langres, and finally to points near the American front. 

The existing facilities at base ports and along the lines of com- 
munication, although freely made available by the French Govern- 
ment, were entirely inadequate for the needs of an American army 
of three or four million men. Many thousands of feet of new 
docks were required with appropriate freight handling equip- 
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ment and railway terminal facilities, while further inland several 
immense storage depots were necessary for the classification and 
handling of supplies and material which during the height of 
activities arrived at the rate of 45000 tons daily. In addition, 
there were almost innumerable hospitals and camps of various 
kinds requiring the erection of buildings, construction of roads 
and railroads, and installation of public utilities. 

' The Engineers, whose duty it is to plan and construct all proj- 
ects required in connection with military operations, were con- 
fronted with this enormous task in the late summer of 1917. At 
that time there were but few American engineers or labor troops 
in France, and every available organization was called upon for 
assistance. 

Although the 26th Engineers was intended for service in the 
Zone of the Armies, it became necessary in the fall of 1917 to send 
two companies of the regiment to France to install water systems 
at these various projects. A few months later a third company 
was ordered overseas. Thus it was that Companies A and B, 
reénforced by the Specialist Detachment, and later Company C, 
were called upon to serve their apprenticeship in the 8.0.8. 

The “‘ big idea ” in the 8.0.8. was to get something built, and 
in these early months it mattered little what an organization was 
best fitted to do, as long as the men had hands and feet. In addi- 
tion to hands and feet, however, the men of the 26th Engineers 
had heads and a purpose to do their best, and whether it was 
building roads, digging pipe trenches, or placing pumps, pipe lines, 
and tanks, the work was done quickly and well. 

As time went on, American activities at the front began in real 
earnest. Then it was that the spirit of these men of the first three 
companies was tried to the limit, for they not only saw newly 
arrived infantry and artillery organizations pass by on their way 
through the 8.0.8. to the front, but even the “ green”? Companies 
of their own Regiment. The quality of their work did not change, 
however, and when the call from the front finally came, it was 
with great reluctance that the 8.0.8. released them. 
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HISTORY 


WorRK IN THE ARMY ZONE. 


The spring of 1918 found American divisions training in the 
army zone and, as part of French armies, occupying several 
sectors between Verdun and the Swiss border. The increased 
demand for water-supply facilities, as summer came on, made 
necessary the presence of American water-supply troops to assist 
the Service des Eaux of the Eighth French Army. 

Company B was chosen for this duty, and on May 30, 1918, the 
delighted members of this organization found themselves within 
sight and sound of the “ front,’’ at Lagney in the Toul sector. 

Two months later, Company D arrived in France and was 
ordered to the Aisne-Marne front, reaching Fere-en-Tardenois on 
August 9. Both companies soon received their baptism of shell 
fire and became “ veterans.”’ 

The activities of Company B during this preliminary period 
were largely preparatory for the great attack soon to be launched. 
Sources of water, such as springs and wells, were sought out, and 
the necessary work done to protect them from pollution; small 
reservoirs were constructed; power pumps, pipe lines, and elevated 
tanks were installed at frequent intervals along the less important 
roads or near the principal highways at which company water 
carts or motor tank trucks could fill; and horse troughs were 
constructed at various places in the woods, with pumps and pipe 
lines to keep them supplied. 

In the midst of this work came secret orders, on August 18, to 
prepare for a tremendous offensive on the Toul front, which would 
commence within twenty-five days. During the few days pre- 
ceding the attack, the First Army staff proposed to place a 
maximum of 600000 men and 190000 horses behind the lines 
between the village of Xivray and Forét de Facq, a distance of 
22 miles. The Water Supply Service was called upon to furnish 
the necessary water for these troops and animals. 

The local French officer of the Service des Eaux, who had drilled 
more than 30 wells in this sector in an unsuccessful effort to secure 
an abundance of pure water, when told of the plans of the Ameri- 
cans, exclaimed with characteristic French vehemence, “ Im- 
possible! Impossible! Il n'y a pas suffisance d’eau.”” He had not 
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reckoned on the use of surface waters, however, and great was his 
astonishment when he first saw a water purification truck in opera- 
tion. This apparatus could be rapidly moved from place to place, 
and within a very short space of time commence delivering a 
stream of clear, pure water from a muddy, polluted stream. The 
American water-supply troops made great use of these purification 
trucks throughout the period of activities in the army zone. 

At the time these orders were received to prepare for the St. 
Mihiel attack, Company B was responsible for water supply in 
this sector. The efforts of the Company were redoubled, but the 
area was too great for one company and part of Company D was 
brought from the Aisne-Marne front. Also Company B and 
part of Company A, 27th Engineers, were brought in. Even 
this addition was insufficient, however, and the 37th Engineers 
was called upon to furnish a company to do water-supply work 
in the sector south of Verdun. The various details worked every 
daylight hour, and motor trucks hauling material and rations 
were often on the road all night. In this manner the work of 
preparation was carried on right up to the day of the attack. 

The second period in the activities of the 26th Engineers in the 
army zone commenced with the opening of the St. Mihiel offensive 
on September 12. Companies E and F had just arrived fresh from 
the States, and much to the disgust of the “ veterans ”’ these com- 
panies were immediately sent to the front. The program for 
water-supply troops during an offensive differed from that of trench 
warfare. Parties made up of about three squads, with an escort 
wagon containing rations and pioneer water-supply equipment, 
were each assigned a sector of about two miles, and advanced as 
close to the active front as possible. These parties performed 
emergency and temporary work, cleaned out springs and wells, 
repaired and installed hand pumps, placed temporary horse 
troughs, placed canvas-lined reservoirs for receiving water brought 
forward by water-tank trucks, and made quick repairs to village 
water systems where they existed. 

Following behind the pioneer parties were detachments with 
motor transportation which constructed semi-permanent water 
points where needed. The latter usually consisted of a power 
pump, pipe line, and elevated tank with a paved turnout from the 
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road to permit the uninterrupted movement of water carts and 
tank trucks. Horse troughs with paved standing ground were 
also constructed. Means for purifying water for drinking were 
also provided, consisting at first of a purification truck, to be later 
replaced by a stationary automatic chlorinator and, if necessary, a 
filter plant. 

From the recaptured St. Mihiel salient, Companies D, E, and F 
were quickly and secretly transferred by night to the Argonne- 
Meuse front, and repeated the program, first of preliminary 
preparation, then sending forward pioneer parties followed by de- 
tachments to install semi-permanent water points. This offensive 
continued from September 26 to November 11. Each Company 
was responsible for a front of approximately 6 miles. Companies 
E and F advanced a distance of almost 30 miles. Company D, 
while not advancing so far, virtually served behind two fronts, 
one to the north, lying west of the Meuse River, and the other at 
right angles, east of the river. Its area was shelled from two 
directions and was cut by the river, with but slender connections 
between Company Headquarters and the detachment east of the 
river. 

As the attack progressed it became more and more difficult for 
the advancing water-supply companies to care for the needs of 
troops resting in the rear in the area which had so recently been 
in the zone of active fighting. It was at this critical time that 
Company C, after being reluctantly released from tmportant work 
in the 8.0.8., reported for duty to the Water Supply Officer, First 
Army. The Company was immediately assigned responsibility 
for this rear area, and later there was added a sector of the front 
opposite and south of Verdun. Company A was also called to the 
front at about the same time, and was assigned to the St. Mihiel 
sector reorganizing water-supply facilities in a portion of the 
territory recaptured from the enemy during the St. Mihiel offensive. 

The Argonne-Meuse operations involved 21 American divisions, 
of which 8 were in the line twice. The attack lasted forty-seven 
days, during which 400 square miles of territory were taken from 
the enemy and 150 villages retaken. The following data convey 
some idea of the work accomplished by the 26th Engineers and the 
attached water-tank trains in supplying sterilized drinking water 
to the American forces in this area: 
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Hand pumps placed at cleaned-out springs and wells....................48 
Canvas reservoirs placed, and filled by water-tank train..................381 
Average daily haulage by tank trucks..........................14000 gal. 
Water purification truck emplacements ......... 
Semi-permanent water points constructed (with power 43 
Semi-permanent water points constructed (gravity)...................5. 13 


Average daily deliveries of water: 


Total (not including hand pumps)............................5950 000 gal. 


The St. Mihiel and Argonne-Meuse operations gave the men 
of the 26th Engineers an unlimited opportunity to demonstrate 
their worth as army water-supply troops under combat conditions. 
Although there may have been defects in the hastily formed 
organization and shortage of equipment and material, yet these 
only served as a background to make more apparent the initiative 
and adaptability of the men and the speed and skill with which 
they worked. The work done by the men of the 26th Engineers 
in these operations is a clear demonstration of the worth of technical 
army water-supply troops. Each man was working at his own 
trade, and the pressure and confusion of battle could not drive 
from him the ability to do the things which in civil life he had 
performed automatically, nor the ability to think intuitively in 
his own line of work. Added to this was the impelling desire in 
the face of suffering and death to perform some vital part in the 
game even if not in the forefront of the firing line. 

The Armistice and the advance into Germany opened a new 
phase of the regiment’s bistory. Company A and Company C 
were ordered to join the Army of Occupation. They preceded the 
infantry, examining each village, marking sources of water supply 
and sending back information to assist the divisional staff in the 
overnight billeting of marching troops. Upon reaching the 
Rhine, similar work was done in the bridge-head area. The other 
Companies, A, B, D, and E, remained behind in the deserted 
areas which so short a time before were the scenes of unprecedented 
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human activity. The construction of standard gage railway lo- 
comotive filling stations and salvaging of water-supply material 
were the prosaic duties performed during this period. 

The real task of water-supply troops was completed soon after 
the signing of the Armistice, however, and by the middle of Decem- 
ber, 1918, welcome orders were received by the various companies 
to proceed to the American railheads at Verdun and Sorcy-sur- 
Meuse, preparatory to assembling the Regiment for transportation 
back to the United States. There were many delays and trials, 
however, before the home port was reached. Not the least of these 
trials was a severe epidemic of influenza which ran through the 
regiment while in billets at the French village of Bourg-sur- 
Gironde, near Bordeaux. To the great sorrow of every member 
of the Regiment, ten of their comrades were victims of this epi- 
demic. The memory of these men will live, however, not only 
among their comrades in service but among the grateful French 
villagers of Carbon Blane, who regularly visit their graves with 
floral tokens of appreciation. 

It was not until March 2 that the first detachment of the 26th 
Engineers embarked, and almost the end of March before the last 
detachment reached the United States. For the details of this 
time of waiting and of the “ mill,’ and of the voyage home, the 
reader is referred to other pages of this history, where, under the 
title ‘‘The Journey Home,” he will find much to awaken old 
memories and to entertain. 

The story of each Company, with its difficulties and achieve- 
ments, its experiences and travels, is told on the following pages. 


4 


| 


COMPANY A. 


COMPANY AND DETACHMENT HISTORIES. 
COMPANY A. 


The organization of Company A, 26th Engineers, at Camp Dix, 
N. J., dates from September 6, 1917. The officers assigned to that 
duty were Capt. Gerald W. Knight (commanding), Ist Lieuts. 
P. O’B. Montgomery, Arthur D. Weston, and Robert J. O’Meara, 
and 2d Lieuts. Frank C. C. Johnson and Ralph M. Nessler. 
Attached to the. Company for duty were also Capt. Henry E. 
Chambers, Jr., and Ist Lieut. Newcombe. All were officers of the 
Engineer Reserve Corps and graduates of the first training camps. 

From the start, organization became a race, it being known 
that the first company to become properly conditioned and 
trained would be the one selected for overseas service to fill the 
cabled request from the American Expeditionary Forces for 
water-supply troops. Recruits as they arrived were eagerly 
welcomed and sized up by the earlier arrivals. The quality of 
these recruits was most encouraging, practically all of them being 
either volunteers eager for action or members of the Engineer En- 
listed Reserve Corps. The latter were generally men of consider- 
able technical experience, who had “ joined up” after careful 
consideration as to the best means of rendering service in the event 
of need. It was not surprising, therefore, with the enthusiasm 
and willingness displayed by all, that the necessary military 
fundamentals were quickly acquired, and Company A was desig- 
nated to be one of the first companies of the regiment ordered 
to France. 

During the period of training, Capt. Knight, having received 
orders to proceed immediately to France, had been relieved, and 
on October 12, 1917, Capt. Chambers was assigned the command 
of the Company. Lieut. Newcombe, after having given excep- 
tionally valuable service in the days of final preparation, was 
detached from the Company just prior to its leaving Camp Dix. 

The first move was a memorable one. Although the strictest 
secrecy had been enjoined, a well-organized intelligence depart- 
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ment, in spite of our extreme precautions, had apparently received 
complete information of the momentous developments which 
boded such ill to the Kaiser’s ambitions. From early morning 
of the day of departure (Sunday, October 28, 1917), that particular 
section of Camp Dix occupied by the 26th Engineers was invaded 
by an army of fond and admiring sweethearts, wives, parents, 
and relatives of the heroes concerned. Once away from Camp 
Dix, however, the overseas detachment became a part of the mys- 
terious unknown. There first ensued a night of silent travel by 
train to Hoboken, N. J. From this point the men were ferried 
to the docks where, under cover of the morning mist which still 
hung heavy over the river, they went aboard the U. S. transport 
Agamemnon (the former German liner Kaiser Wilhelm II). Every 
one was kept below deck and out of sight for two days and a night, 
until the transport finally slipped out of the harbor on the evening 
of October 31, 1917. It was then that the members of Company A 
actually realized that they were to be a part of the American 
Expeditionary Forces and among the first hundred thousand 
troops of that historic organization. 

During the trip across, one incident stands out clearly and will 
long be remembered. The submarine danger was particularly 
acute at this time, as the Germans were bending every effort to 
stop the flow of American troops to France before it had acquired 
momentum. When the Von Steuben, another troopship of the 
same convoy, bumped into the Agamemnon from out of the black- 
ness in the middle of the danger zone, with two dull thuds, there 
wasn’t a doubt that a torpedo — or probably two of them—had 
found the mark. Notwithstanding the apparent certainty of 
fatalities, every man of Company A was at his proper station im- 
mediately after the accident, and stood as calm and collected as 
a veteran. Squad reports were given and received as coolly as 
if at practice; the ‘strong arm” squad was at the stairway to 
prevent a possible rush from below, and all guides and guards 
were promptly on their jobs. Whole regiments have been deco- 
rated for equal calmness under less trying circumstances. Fortu- 
nately the collision did not prove vital. All the sensations of an 
actual torpedoing had been experienced, however, and the inci- 
dent served to bring officers and men together and add much to 
their mutual confidence. 
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The harbor of Brest was entered on November 12, 1917, and 
after a delay of two days the Company disembarked and entrained 
immediately for St. Nazaire. The Company was held here, 
awaiting definite orders, from November 17, 1917, to December 6, 
1917, and during this interval assisted in the preparations being 
made at that port for the reception of the troops to come. Work 
involving more or less grading was done on roads, dams, ete., and 
time was found for an occasional hour of drill. 

From St. Nazaire, Lieut. Weston and eight especially qualified 
men were called on detached service to Chaumont, for duty in the 
Office of the Chief Engineer, American Expeditionary Forces. 
Lieut. Nessler was left at St. Nazaire for duty with the engineer 
depot at that port. Sergt. C. H. Mayer was sent to Bordeaux with 
a small detachment, for duty with the engineer depot there. These 
detachments at the base ports rendered very valuable service to 
the Company and to the Water Supply Service as a whole, for, by 
their supervision of incoming freight, they insured the prompt for- 
warding of water-supply equipment and materials to the more ad- 
vanced depots and so to the organizations in the field. Lieuts. 
Weston and Nessler were later transferred to depot organizations, 
but the enlisted men were eventually returned to the Company 
prior to its return to the United States. 

Orders were finally received to proceed to Bourmont (Haute- 
Marne), and the Company again entrained December 6, 1917, 
on the now familiar “‘ Hommes — 40, Chevaux — 8” De Luxe. 
Two days and a night were required for the trip, the destination 
being reached December 8, 1917. During this time a vast amount 
of French scenery had been absorbed, and except for the vigilance 
of the O.D.’s and train guards, a vast quantity of the national 
beverage would have suffered a similar fate. The inhabitants 
along the route were extremely enthusiastic over the arrival of 
American troops, and at every stop — and stops happened almost 
every half kilometer — would gather along the train with tokens 
of their appreciation in the form of dark-lined bottles, flowers, 
etc. Needless to say, the flowers were particularly acceptable. 

Coincident with Company A’s arrival at Bourmont came the 
first blizzard of the winter, and sunny France ceased to exist as 
such. 
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THE BUILDING AT THE RIGHT. 

Installed by the French under shell fire; abandoned practically to No 
Man’s Land for several months in 1918; reinstalled and provided with an 
overhead storage tank and cart-filling hydrant by First Army Water Supply 
Service, immediately after the St. Mihiel offensive. 


ENTRANCE TO Xivray Deep WELL Pump Station Dugout. 
This station was practically in the front lines of the Toul Sector until 
July, 1918; then in No Man’s Land until reduction of St. Mihiel salient, 
September, 1918. 


ENTRANCE TO SEICHEPREY DEEP WELL Pump STATION IN DUGOUT UNDER : 
j 
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At Bourmont it was learned that the work ahead for several 
months would consist principally of preparing the various divisional 
areas for quartering American troops, in so far as the water supply 
was concerned. This work was of utmost importance, as, accord- 
ing to the plans, these areas were to serve first as training areas 
for newly arrived troops, and later as rest areas for divisions as 
they would be brought out of the line. It was therefore essential 
that these areas be properly supplied with water before the main 
body of the American Army arrived, and it was for this particular 
service that the two water-supply companies (A and B) had been 
rushed to France. The principal problems in this work were 
the installation of water and sewerage systems in camp hospitals, 
one or more of which were located in each area, and the supple- 
menting or increasing the supply of water in the various villages 
at which troops were to be located. 

Work was commenced immediately at Bourmont on a 300-bed 
camp hospital. Here a complete water system was put in, hospital 
plumbing installed, sewers laid, and sewerage tank constructed. 
Practically the entire Company, together with most of Company B, 
was engaged on this work, and it was completed well within 
scheduled time, although it was necessary to spend the first New 
Year’s Day (1918) in France at hard labor. 

The experience at Bourmont was very enlightening, and indi- 
cated clearly what was in store for Company A. Labor troops 
at that time did not exist in the American Expeditionary Forces, 
and the few doughboys who had already arrived had entirely too 
much to learn at their own trade to be called upon to furnish 
labor. It was therefore necessary that the water-supply company, 
although composed almost entirely of skilled and expert personnel, 
should not only make such installations as required special tech- 
nical skill and experience but that it should also dig its own ditches, 
do its own backfilling, and in every way make itself independent of 
outside assistance. The spirit with which the majority of the 
men appreciated the situation and went at this heartbreaking 
work is greatly to the credit of themselves and the organization. 
“Squads right with a pick and shovel” became a byword. It 
is interesting to note here that ability with a pick generally 
demonstrated a man’s ability at other work, and the men who 
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later made good as truck drivers, plumbers, mechanics, ete., were 
among those who dug the most ditch in the early days. 

In addition to irksome labor conditions, the problems of supply 
— material, technical and personal equipment, fuel, ete. — were 
extremely difficult at times. The Company had left the United 
States with only the most limited personal equipment and no 
tools whatever. It was necessary to borrow, beg, buy, and, yes, 
at times even to steal from our French Allies the wherewithal to 
continue the work. On many occasions Edisonian ingenuity 
was displayed in devising makeshifts to accomplish the desired 
results in spite of the lack of ‘‘ human ”’ tools and material. 

Needless to say, much wisdom was acquired at Bourmont. It 
was there that ‘ Polly-voo’”’ was first ‘‘ compreed.’’ Here also 
many became acquainted with the charms of “ vin rouge” and 
“‘vin blink,” a famous pair; and some perhaps attained a degree 
of familiarity with “ coney-ack.” It is further to be reported 
that some of the first French hearts of the war were broken during 
that winter in Bourmont. Here also top sergeants had ample 
opportunities to learn their duties; the supply sergeant and his 
staff found and produced equipment — provided of course it 
was really essential — from mysterious and unknown sources. 
The mess sergeant, at first haggard and careworn from trying to 
make one stick of wood do the work of a cord, finally became 
serene — he had staked out a claim to a wood mine of his own. 
About this-time an ancient chateau was reported to have dis- 
appeared completely. However, certain medical neighbors, it is 
understood, generously contributed toward a more modern struc- 
ture in its place — and the mess sergeant remained serene. And, 
speaking of learning, the cooks — but slum remained army slum 
even unto the Armistice. It is even suspected that the officers 
learned a few things at Bourmont. 

In order to handle the large number of jobs assigned the Com- 
pany, it was soon apparent that several detachments would have 
to be sent into the field to operate more or less independently. 
Although this arrangement brought up many difficulties, in view 
of the shortage of transportation, yet it utilized the abilities of the 
officers to the greatest possible extent and made possible the train- 
ing of an unusually large number of efficient non-commissioned 
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officers. The technical supervision of the work in hand was 
altogether up to the officer or non-com. in charge of the job. 
Company headquarters handled all matters of administration, 
supply, discipline, pay, ete. ) 

The first detachment, numbering some 70 men, under Lieut. 
Montgomery, left Bourmont on December 26, 1917, and _ pro- 
ceeded by marching to La Fauche (Haute-Marne), some 15 miles 
distant, where a water, sewerage, and plumbing system for a 
300-bed camp hospital was to be installed and repairs made to the 
village water supply. Lack of fittings and the mixture of Ameri- 
can, French, and English material which had been supplied, as 
well as the lack of tools, made this a particularly difficult job, 
and numerous improvisations were necessary. On March 7, 1918, 
this detachment moved to Chateau-villain where the water and 
sewerage systems for another camp hospital were installed. Upon 
completion of this work, on April 22, 1918, the main portion of 
the detachment moved to Bar-sur-Aube, where a similar unit was 
installed. 

On July 3, 1918, this detachment moved to Chatillon-sur-Seine 
(Céte d’Or), where it was joined by a detachment under Lieut. 
Hodnett from Treveray. Here four different detachments were 
formed, one each going to Laignes (Céte d’Or), Tonnerre (Yonne), 
Recey-sur-Ource (Céte d’Or), and one remaining at Chatillon- 
sur-Seine, to install water, sewerage, and plumbing systems in 
camp hospitals (300-bed) at each of these places. For these 
later jobs labor troops were available for excavation and back- 
filling, and the water-supply men were used solely on the more 
technical work. 

On August 10, 1918, Lieut. Montgomery was detached from 
duty with the Company to report to the office of the Chief Engineer, 
Advance Section, Services of Supply, where he remained until 
the Company was reassembled in the latter part of September, 
1918. Lieut. Hodnett then took over the work being done by 
these four detachments. 

The second detachment to leave the Company was in charge of 
Lieut. Johnson, and was composed of 30 men. This detachment 
left Bourmont on January 10 for Chaumont (Haute-Marne), 
where they installed additions to the city water-supply system 


590 HISTORY OF THE 26TH ENGINEERS. 


and made an extension to the troop barracks. Plumbing was 
installed in the base hospital in that city. On June 21, 1918, the 
detachment moved to Rimaucourt (Haute-Marne), where they 
were engaged in installing water and sewerage systems for a 5 000- 
bed base hospital at that point until they rejoined the Company 
on September 19, 1918. 

On January 14, 1918, the third detachment, consisting of Lieut. 
O’Meara and 32 men, a part of whom were from Company B, 
proceeded to Gievres to take charge of the water-supply section 
of the engineer depot at that place. Work here was monotonous 
and irksome, but of the utmost importance, as on it depended 
the speed with which water-supply material could be forwarded 
to the troops in the field. Lieut. O’Meara was assigned to duty 
with the Office of the Chief Engineer, First Army, on July 12, 1918, 
and returned to the Company only after the Armistice. The 
Gievres detachment continued its work until August 18, 1918, 
when it moved to Beaune under Sergt. Malpede, to engage on 
water-supply construction at the base hospital. The detach- 
ment rejoined the Company in the latter part of September. 

In the meantime Capt. Chambers, with the Company Head- 
quarters and the main portion of the Company, moved on Jan- 
uary 7, 1918, to Diallecourt (Haute-Marne), where a pipe line 
was laid bringing water into the village for use of troops. On 
January 25, 1918, move was made to Montigny-le-Roi (Haute- 
Marne), where water and sewerage systems were installed at a 
typical 300-bed camp hospital. It was here that Lieuts. A. R. 
Garnock and R. M. Hodnett joined the Company. Lieut. Gar- 
nock left at once for Prauthoy (Haute-Marne) with 40 men to 
make the usual installations in a 300-bed camp hospital and an 
extension to the village water-supply system. After completing 
this work he proceeded to Chassigny (Haute-Marne), to equip 
a billeting area; returning on May 30, 1918, to Les Franchises 
to rejoin the Company. Lieut. Hodnett remained with Company 
Headquarters Montigny-le-Roi. 

It was at Montigny-le-Roi that the Company was increased 
to a total strength of 325 men by the addition of 75 water-supply 
specialists sent over from the United States as replacements. 
This detachment was most weleome and was quickly absorbed 


} 
| 
j 
i 


COMPANY A. 591 


by the old timers, becoming, along with the rest, adepts with the 
pick and shovel. 

Upon the completion of the Montigny job, Company Head- 
quarters moved to Rimaucourt on April 11, 1918. Work here 
was of general character, it being practically the only non-water- 
supply work that the Company had been engaged upon. During 
this period a very interesting trip was made to Bordeaux by Capt. 
Chambers and fifteen selected truck drivers, for the purpose of 
securing motor trucks and automobiles for the organization. 
The transportation which was obtained relieved a very pressing 
problem and enabled the Company to carry on work much more 
effectively. 

From Rimaucourt the first detachment of Company A was 
sent up to the vicinity of the active front, — Corp. Owens (later 
Sergeant) and 8 much-envied comrades, after being equipped 
with gas masks and tin helmets, going to Ourches where a water 
supply was installed for an aviation camp. Here “ Jerry’ was 
heard and seen for the first time. In fact, from accounts, it is 
surprising that any member of the detachment lived to tell the 
tale. They all did, however, and told it well when they later 
rejoined the Company at Les Franchises. Shortly after, on May 
11, 1918, Lieut. Hodnett and 32 men, also equipped for battle, 
proceeded to Colombey-les-Belles, where wells were dug, pumps 
installed, and pipe line laid for another aviation camp. Con- 
sidering the number of hostile air craft brought down by this 
detachment, the amount of water-supply work installed was 
remarkable. Upon completion of the project, the detachment 
proceeded up a little farther to Treveray for a short job, after 
which they joined Lieut. Montgomery’s detachment at Chatillon- 
sur-Seine. 

On May 18, 1918, Capt. Chambers moved with Company 
Headquarters to Vittel, where improvements and extensions were 
made on the water-supply and plumbing systems of the two large 
hospital centers at Vittel and Contrexéville. Upon the completion 
of this work, Headquarters were moved, June 12, 1918, to the 
hospital camp at Les Franchises, on the outskirts of Langres, 
where it was joined by Lieut. Garnock and his detachment and by 
Corps. Owens and Dyson with their men. Here work was 
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begun on the installation of water, sewerage, and plumbing systems 
for a 5 000-bed base hospital and upon an auxiliary water supply 
for the city of Langres, the population of which city had suddenly 
been doubled by the large army schools established there. It was 
on this job that the water-supply men really came into their own, 
because the work was of sufficient size and variety to require the 
service of all the specialists. Concrete men, cast-iron pipe men, 
sewer men, plumbers, blacksmiths, pump men, riggers, carpenters, 
all were worked at their particular trades — all except, of course, 
the Gold Bricks, who became a strictly limited and closed cor- 
poration. Ample labor was available for the first time, several 
hundred colored troops being used for the excavating, back filling, 
concrete mixing, ete. Briefly, the project included the laying 
of some 16000 ft. of 6-in. cast-iron pipe, the construction of a 
reinforced concrete rapid sand filter of approximately 1 000 000- 
gal. capacity, with a 50 000-gal. clear water reservoir and sludge 
beds, the installation of one high-pressure steam pumping plant 
and one low-pressure gasoline engine driven pumping plant, 
the erection of two 23 000-gal. elevated wood tanks, the manu- 
facture and laying of some 22 500 ft. of 6-in. and 8-in. concrete 
sewer pipe, the construction of masonry sewerage tank and nu- 
merous grease traps, manholes, ete., and a complete system of 
modern hospital plumbing. 

During the course of this construction various other work was 
carried on in the Langres vicinity. The ancient and venerable 
city pumping plant was overhauled and operated by Sergt. Stolte 
and a crew of dare-devil engineers and pump men — the dangers 
incurred being at least equal to that undergone by shock troops 
at the front. The boilers held together, however, in spite of lack 
of water columns and pressure gages. Water supplies were in- 
stalled in a number of old forts surrounding Langres, which were 
now used for school purposes. 

During the months of August and September, while the German 
drives were in progress and the Allied counter attacks were start- 
ing, it was very trying to remain on routine construction work, 
even of high importance, while other organizations were being 
rushed into action immediately upon arrival in France. Every 
available minute not required on the work was put in at drill, — 
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bayonet exercises, gas practice, open order work, etc., — in order 
that Company A would be prepared in case of call. The long- 
hoped-for orders arrived at last, and the entire Company was 
mobilized at Les Franchises, equipment completed, and on Sep- 
tember 20, 1918, the outfit entrained for Commercy to become a 
part of the American First Army. A few days’ delay was expe- 
rienced at Commercy, which time was put in to good advantage 
at more drill and target practice, after which a march was made to 
St. Mihiel, where headquarters were established on October 4, 1918. 

Shortly after arrival at St. Mihiel, lst Lieut. A. C. Eckert and 
2d Lieut. R. E. Field were assigned to the Company for duty. 
Lieut. Garnock had been previously relieved from duty to beeome 
Water Transport Officer for the First Army, and Lieut. Hodnett’s 
services were of such value to the construction work in the Ad- 
vance Section, 8.O.8., that it had been found necessary to leave 
him behind when the Company moved forward. 

To the men who had toiled so monotonously for so many months 
in the quiet areas, St. Mihiel, with its evidences on every side, was 
almost too good to be true. Camouflaged roads, ruined villages, 
barbed wire, and trenches — the scene was most surely getting 
warm. The elusive Boche was at last within striking distance. 
No wonder that he was observed with mingled feelings of curiosity 
and hate when a squadron of his planes visited the village the first 
night after Company A’s arrival and dropped several tokens of 
his esteem for the newcomers. 

The work began at once of supplying water to the troops sta- 
tioned in the sector bounded on the northwest by a line through 
Fresnes-en-Woevre, Les Eparges, Mouilly, Ranzieres, and Recourt, 
and on the southeast by a line through Woel, Vigneulles, Mont Sec, 
Raulecourt, Jouy, Aulnois, and Vertuzey, and on the northeast 
by the front-line trenches. The situation was somewhat peculiar 
at this time, in that, while the Company was operating under the 
American First Army, it was supplying a sector which was occu- 
pied by French troops, the headquarters of the II French Colonial 
Corps being at St. Mihiel at this time. The Company was quickly 
distributed over the area, replacing French water-supply troops 
and a detachment of the 37th Engineers which had been used for 
water-supply work. 
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This distribution consisted of putting out pump operating details 
of from one to three men, water-point patrols and guards and 
construction parties for new work. Company Headquarters with 
storehouse, shops, garage, ete., remained at St. Mihiel, although 
the working parties in many cases pressed close to the front lines. 
The work of the construction parties consisted in the installing 
of horse troughs, canteen fillers, water-cart fillers, pumping sta- 
tions, reservoirs, tanks, and pipe lines for water points, the erection 
of shower baths, and the repair and upkeep of partly destroyed 
French and German water systems in several villages. 

On October 21, 1918, Capt. Chambers was relieved from duty 
with the Company he had commanded for over twelve months, 
to assume the more important duties of Supply Officer for the 
First Army Water Supply Service. Lieut. Montgomery succeeded 
to the command of the organization. 

When the American Second Army took over the operations 
in the St. Mihiel sector, Company A was attached to that organiza- 
tion. The signing of the Armistice found it handling its assigned 
territory efficiently and always on the lookout for a forward move. 

On December 20, 1918, the Company was reassembled and 
moved to Sorey (Meuse) for entrainment to Bordeaux and em- 
barkation to the United States. 

Members of the organization when recounting their experiences 
and deeds during the World War to their numerous grandchildren, 
will experience many feelings of satisfaction and pride in the part 
which they played during those eventful months. Though the 
vastly larger portion of the work lacked the glamour and glory of 
the storybooks and war correspondents’ accounts, it was never- 
theless of utmost importance, and, in view of the amount of work 
produced, it can be said without exaggeration that the services 
of Company A played a very appreciable part in the success of the 
American offensives. And ever to be remembered are the wonder- 
ful hospitalities accorded by the French people to the first Ameri- 
can troops to reach France, an experience which organizations 
arriving at later dates may well envy. 
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Company B began its existence as a military organization at 
Camp Dix, N. J., September 4, 1917, when the first officers of the 
Company reported for duty. Volunteers who had enlisted for 
the water-supply regiment soon began to arrive at the camp and 
were assigned in equal numbers to Companies A, B, and C. 

Elementary drill began at once for the members of Company 
B, under the direction of its commanding officer, Capt. Arthur H. 
Pratt. The first groups to be taken on the drill field presented a 
disheartening spectacle, in spite of their enthusiastic efforts to 
follow the drill master. It seemed as though half a dozen military 
outfits had been distributed among 20 men, for one could boast 
of a campaign hat, another had but a pair of canvas leggings 
worn over his civilian trousers, while several men had no military 
clothing whatever to distinguish them. However, as the groups 
on the drill field grew larger, sufficient equipment for all was pro- 
cured, and under the direction of Capt. Pratt and Lieuts. Hall, 
Baxter, Church, Forde, and Beck the Company began to present 
a more soldierly appearance. 

The novelty of being a soldier had hardly commenced to wear 
off when rumors were circulated to the effect that the Company 
was soon to embark for France. Unlike most army rumors, 
these particular rumors proved to be accurate, for orders were 
received the latter part of October for Companies A and B to 
prepare for embarkation. Since Company B had not reached 
full strength, men from the remaining companies were transferred 
to it. A detachment of well drillers, selected from the camp at 
large, completed the quota. 

Finally, on Sunday night, October 28, the two companies were 
formed, and, with a most impressive atmosphere of secrecy, 
marched to the Camp Dix station and proceeded by rail to Jersey 
City. From there they were transported by ferry to a gang- 
plank of the U. S. transpors Agamemnon, formerly the German 
Kaiser Wilhelm II. After many hours of waiting in New York 
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Harbor, the Agamemnon, on October 31, steamed oceanward. 
Even though it was evening, the majority of the men were able to 
obtain their first view of the New York City sky line and the 
Statue of Liberty. 

After the lights of America had faded into the darkness, the 
troops on the huge transport resigned themselves to the coming 
voyage. As soon as possible they were assigned to lookout posts 
all over the decks, for the purpose of watching for submarines. 
Happily, not a glimpse of the dreaded peril of the seas rewarded 
the vigilance of the lookouts. 

Although no submarines were encountered, there was an oc- 
currence which afforded all the thrills of an actual torpedoing. On 
a dark night, when the convoy was within the danger zone, two 
terrific concussions were felt. Men were shaken from their bunks. 
To every one came the one thought, — ‘ Torpedoed!”’ Not 
until several minutes later did it become known that it was a 
collision which had occurred. During all that time there was no 
confusion, the men either went to, or remained at, their bunks, 
as they had been instructed to do at “‘ abandon ship ” drill. Their 
conduct was most gratifying, as it indicated good discipline of 
the men, some of whom had been in the army only two or three 
weeks. It was the transport Von Steuben which had collided 
with the Agamemnon. After a flash of lights, a blast of the siren, 
and a few minutes of lively signaling to the other vessels of the 
convoy, the Agamemnon proceeded to get away from the scene 
of the accident as quickly as possible. Upon examination, the 
damage resulting from the mishap was found to be small. After 
three days more of unusually pleasant weather the convoy entered 
Brest Harbor. For five days the men were held on board ship, 
awaiting decisions and trains. Finally, on November 17, the 
Company disembarked and was transported in one of those 
horrors of war, a French troop train, to Camp No. 1 at St. Nazaire. 

Owing to the scarcity of labor at the latter port, the members 
of the 26th Engineers were immediately assigned to various kinds 
of work, most of which was under the direction of the 17th Engi- 
neers. There was pick-and-shovel work on a dam project at St. 
Nazaire. In addition, detachments were sent to several hospitals 
in the neighborhood of St. Nazaire to make plumbing repairs. 
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On December 6, 1917, 100 men, in charge of Capt. Pratt and 
Lieuts. Baxter, Church, Forde, and Crowell (attached), were 
ordered to Bourmont (Haute-Marne). The remainder of the 
Company, under Lieuts. Hall and Beck, continued at work in and 
around St. Nazaire, several additional detachments being sent 
out to new projects or to repair plumbing systems. Through the 
efforts of Lieut. Hall, positions which were more suitable to the 
ability of the men were procured for those not on detached service. 
Truck drivers were placed on trucks belonging to the 17th Engi- 
neers, and men with clerical experience were assigned to various 
organizations as they were needed. 

In the meantime, the detachment at Bourmont was put to work 
on the water-supply, sewerage, and plumbing systems for a 300- 
bed camp hospital. The work was carried on under the most 
difficult conditions, and, owing to the lack of facilities and in- 
clement weather, there was considerable delay. The men were 
obliged to live in old, crumbling stone structures in the village of 
Bourmont, the best billets the humble town afforded. Only their 
tenacious spirit prevented a number of the men from succumbing 
to the severe weather, mud, and snow of the winter months. 
While the main detachment was working on the camp hospital 
at Bourmont, three smaller detachments were sent out. The first 
of these, consisting of Lieut. Church and 20 men, went south 
to Is-sur-Tille for the purpose of establishing the water-supply 
branch of the Advance Engineer Depot at that place. Although 
the work of handling heavy pipe was rather hard for the men, 
several excellent records were made in loading and unloading 
train loads of pipe and other engineer supplies for the troops at 
the front. The other detachments went north to install camp 
water-supply systems, one at the First Corps School at Gondre- 
court and the other at the First Air Depot at Colombey-les-Belles. 

With the coming of spring the portion of the Company remain- 
ing at Bourmont moved to Huilécourt, a village several kilometers 
from the site of the Bourmont hospital. Here life assumed a 
somewhat brighter aspect, because the billets were much better 
than the cow stables of Bourmont. Moreover, the French people 
accorded them a warm welcome. These were the first Americans 
to be quartered in the village, and such a good relationship was 
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set up and maintained with the civilians, that after their departure 
the mayor wrote a formal letter of appreciation and extended an 
invitation for the Company to return for a visit. 

Lieut. Church and most of the men at the Engineer Depot at 
Is-sur-Tille were, on February 5, 1918, sent to the historie and 
picturesque city of Langres (Haute-Marne). There they operated 
and made extensive repairs to the water system of the city. This 
work proved to be a pleasant change compared with that at Is- 
sur-Tille, largely because most of the men could be assigned jobs 
more suitable to their ability. 

Upon completion of the Bourmont hospital work, the Company 
left Huilécourt on March 14 for Humes, a village located just 
outside the city of Langres. There the Company installed water- 
supply, sewerage and plumbing systems for another 300-bed 
hospital. As a side issue, about 2 000 ft. of road were built around 
the camp hospital. The latter work involved the quarrying and 
placing of many tons of rock. The “ lay ” of the land was much 
more favorable than at Bourmont, and with the experience gained 
there the work was under way in a short time. Fortunately, 
the structures of the hospital were found sufficiently completed 
to house all of the men, another change for the better in living 
conditions. 

Toward the end of March the Specialist Detachment, which 
had long been awaited from the States, arrived in Humes; 76 of 
the members were assigned to Company B. They were accorded 
a warm welcome, and, since the new men were from all parts of 
the “Old Country,” several friendships were renewed. Among 
the cities most noticeably represented was Dallas, Tex., which 
metropolis could not boast of a more ardent and persistent booster 
than one of the members of the new detachment. 

With the assistance of the Specialist Detachment, the work at 
Humes was quickly completed and the Company moved to Les 
Franchises, just outside of Langres. There work was begun on 
the laying of a 2-mile pipe line from the River Marne, at a 
point just below the site of a 5 000-bed base hospital, to the city 
of Langres. Also, for the hospital, some plumbing installations 
were made and plans were drawn for a very extensive water and 
sewerage system. The versatility of the members of the Company 
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was instanced when it became apparent that no sewer pipe could 
be obtained, for within two weeks molds were built and about 
3 000 ft. of 6- and 8-in. concrete pipe were manufactured. 

While the Company was at Les Franchises a detachment of 
men, under Lieut. Forde, went to Rimaucourt, about 40 kilometers 
northwest of Langres, for the purpose of constructing a water 
system for another base hospital. Work on this project had been 
started by Company C of the 26th Engineers. 

Up to this time all of the work performed by the Company 
had been under the direction of the Office of Section Engineer, 
Advance Section, Services of Supply. Primarily it had been 
concerned with the preparation of rest and training areas for 
American troops. 

A distinct change took place, however, late in May, when part 
of the Company, consisting of Capt. Pratt, Lieut. Baxter, Lieut. 
Forde, and 50 men, moved north into the Zone of the Armies and 
reported to the Chief Engineer of the I U.S. Corps. Other detach- 
ments were brought up as they could be relieved from their work 
in the Services of Supply. The first station of the Company was 
at Lagney (Meurthe-et-Moselle), a town about 12 kilometers 
from the front lines in the sector north of Toul. At that time 
the sector was held by the 26th U.S. Division, operating tacti- 
cally under the XXXII French Corps and the Eighth French 
Army. Within a few weeks the remainder of the Company was 
brought to Lagney, and the work was begun of taking over from 
the “ Service des Eaux” (Water Service) of the French Army the 
water supply of the entire Toul sector. Primarily this consisted 
in replacing the French motor pump operators at each of the many 
water points, repairing water points found in bad condition, and 
establishing several new ones where most needed. 

At the first opportunity, a formation of the entire Company 
was held for the purpose of acquainting the men with the new 
conditions under which they would now be obliged to work. 
Toward the close of his talk, Capt. Pratt remarked that the 
Company was now where it had longed to be ever since landing 
in France, namely, “at the front.’ This fact became decidedly 
apparent to the members of Company B on the following Sunday. 
During the preliminaries of the weekly Company inspection, a 
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German battery decided that it would stir up the inhabitants of 
Royaumeix, a village about three kilometers from Lagney, and 
in plain view of each man in the formation. Huge shells were 
to be heard whistling through the air on their way toward the 
little town, and then a cloud of smoke and débris would be seen 
to rise among the structures. Several seconds later a reverber- 
ating boom would reach the ears of the neweomers. Thrills of 
exultation coursed up and down the spines of some; in the case 
of others, thrills of a less exhilarating nature were experienced at 
seeing this example of the Hun’s precision with big guns. The 
guns causing the damage were, of course, far out of sight. 

The work of replacing the French pump operators was taken up 
first, and practically every man in the Company capable of operat- 
ing a gasoline engine was given a chance to demonstrate his ability. 
Several of the water points were near the front line. The lack of 
opportunity for adequate military training was illustrated by the 
manner in which operators for these latter stations were selected. 
Although the men had had rifles for over three months, none of 
them had had any target practice. As it was quite likely that 
those in the advanced positions might have urgent need of a knowl- 
edge of shooting, they were picked from men who had had hunting 
experience in the American West. 

The members of the Company who were first actually to ex- 
perience shell fire were a detail of 15 men sent to an advanced 
position to place a large concrete tank. Every man in the Com- 
pany, including the kitchen police, volunteered for this work. 
A day was spent in rehearsing the unloading of the cumbersome 
tank from the 5-ton truck on which it was to be carried to the 
ravine immediately northeast of Beaumont. During the first 
rehearsal the foreman of the detail, whose duty it was to place 
rollers under the tank, had his hand severely mashed. For fear 
of losing this coveted opportunity, he made light of the injury 
and insisted on accompanying the expedition. The detail left 
the next morning for the site where the reservoir was to be in- 
stalled. It reached its destination without mishap and during a 
nerve-racking rain of shells the tank was lowered into a hole pre- 
viously dug by the infantry occupying that position. The men 
emerged from their baptism of shell fire without a scratch, and 
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returned to their billets before daylight to wake up the other men 
and relate the adventures they had experienced. 

During the next few days details for various purposes were 
dispatched into the area of enemy shell fire. In the course of a 
week or two the members of the Company regarded themselves as 
veterans, and the excitement of working in the midst of constant 
danger gradually wore off. Seldom a night passed that numerous 
anti-aircraft batteries on all sides were not heard at their slumber- 
disturbing work of driving away the persistent German bombing 
planes. Toul appeared to be a Mecca for the bombers. 

During the period preceding the St. Mihiel drive, there were 
‘incidents without number in which the men of the more active 
details were participants. Among those most conspicuous in the 
memories of the men of Company B was that of the pump operator 
at Xivray, who was obliged to abandon his dugout station and 
join the infantry in repulsing a heavy attack by a large enemy 
raiding party. Without previous knowledge of the use of hand 
grenades, he placed several of them in the midst of the attacking 
party with apparently effective results. This feat brought men- 
tion in the orders of the day of 26th U.S. Division. Another 
operator at the same station had an unusual experience. The 
infantry occupying the position around the water point withdrew 
from Xivray for tactical reasons, but neglected to inform the 
pump operator. He emerged from his dugout the next morning 
to find that he was the one American left in a town which had 
thus become a part of No Man’s Land. Fortunately the Germans 
had not discovered the fact. He lost no time in returning to 
more desirable surroundings. As soon as the matter was reported 
to Company Headquarters, a party, including the operator, was 
chosen to go back after the pump and engine and so render the 
water point useless to the enemy should he attempt to occupy the 
ruined town. The expedition was made at night. Headed by 
Lieut. Church the party stealthily entered the town and safely 
brought out pump and engine. 

But the field of work was broadening. On July 15 a detach- 
ment of 100 men and two officers left Lagney for the Baccarat 
(Meurthe-et-Moselle) front. There they installed water-supply 
facilities for the mea and animals of the 37th U. 8S. Division holding 
the sector. 
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Earlier in the war, Baccarat had been taken by the Germans 
but retaken by the French. The inhabitants of the city naturally 
were the more eager to show their appreciation of their new allies, 
the Americans. Not only were the men provided with the best 
of billets, but they were shown all kindness at the hands of the 
civilians during the time they were stationed there. On August 
18 the detachment was ordered to return to the Company, and 
it was with great reluctance that it took its departure from the 
pleasant little city. 

Intensive work was begun about this time on the task of provid- 
ing water for the large number of men and animals that each day, 
or rather each night, were moving into the Toul sector preparatory 
to the St. Mihiel offensive. Soon it became necessary for the 
Company to work night as well as day, not merely in order to 
take care of .the additional work, but to escape detection by the 
vigilant enemy observers on Mont Sec and in the air. Water- 
purification trucks known as “ sterilabs ” were placed at prepared 
locations around the numerous small lakes of the sector, and five 
or six details were engaged at all hours in enlarging the available 
sapacity of the many springs and previously constructed water 
points. 

Carpenters rushed the construction of water troughs which 
were installed at many points. These troughs were used to water 
the thousands of horses that were concealed in every patch of 
woods throughout the sector. 

The rapidly multiplying number of troops and animals necessi- 
tated the pressing into service of improvised water-tank trains. 
While the mechanics of the Company were engaged in equipping 
these motor trucks with water tanks, other details were busy in- 
stalling a number of special pumping plants and constructing 
reservoirs as filling stations. These provisional truck trains 
were later replaced by a permanent and better equipped train. 
Their function was to transport water to advanced points and to 
other places where it was impracticable to develop local water 
supplies. In proportion as territory was occupied, .new problems 
presented themselves which had to be solved in a minimum time. 
The work of the water-tank train increased in volume as the troops 
moved forward, and a number of details were kept busy erecting 
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temporary canvas reservoirs as advanced water points. The 
reservoirs were ordinarily placed in an excavation. 

One of the many experiences deserving mention in connection 
with the water-tank train is that of the inexperienced water-tank 
truck driver, who, in an effort to reach his destination, became 
so desperate as to inquire his way of an M.P. As a natural con- 
sequence, he was misdirected and in the darkness drove past the 
American front line. Before he knew of the impending danger, 
his truck and he became the target of an enthusiastic Boche 
machine-gunner who proceeded to make a sprinkling wagon out 
of the water tank. Fortunately the driver was not hurt and had 
the presence of mind to turn around and make his 5-ton truck 
emulate a jack-rabbit. 

During the various phases of the St. Mihiel offensive there were 
but few members of the Company who did not have opportunity 
to experience the enemy’s fire, both from machine guns and 
artillery. The water sample collector of the Company had the 
distinction of having a German battery place fifteen ‘77 ”’ shells 
around him in an effort to blow him and his motorcycle from the 
map of France. The aim was bad, however, and both rider and 
motorcycle returned safely to headquarters. 

Another experience was that of two officers who were making 
an inspection of the water supply in the ruined village of Vilcey, 
close to the front line. A soldier emerging from a dugout offered 
to show them where one of the original village fountains had been 
located. He warned them, however, to keep close to a wall, ex- 
plaining that whenever Fritz on the opposite hill observed any one 
in the street, the enemy artillery opened up with three shells. The 
party had just reached the fountain when a “ boom” was heard 
and the guide yelled ‘“ Here it comes!” and dived below ground. 
The officers followed with more speed than dignity, getting down 
just as the shell exploded. Two more shells followed and then 
the guide, knowing how systematical the enemy was, assured them 
that it was all over for the time being, and so it was. 

On October 17 the detachment which had been left at St. Nazaire 
rejoined the Company. The latter had by this time moved to 
Grosrouvres, a painfully small village somewhat closer to the 
front than Lagney. Although for the first few days the new- 
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comers from St. Nazaire had some difficulty in accustoming them- 
selves to the strange surroundings, they lost no time in falling in 
with the work, which was radically different from that which 
they had had at the base port. 

The difficulty which had been experienced by the regimental 
commander in getting these men back to the Company was ex- 
tremely complimentary to them, indicating, as it did, that they 
had made themselves well-nigh indispensable to the work on which 
they had been engaged. 

During the active period of the St. Mihiel operation, from 
August 23 to September 18, the territory located between Boucon- 
ville on the west, Pont-4-Mousson on the east, Toul on the south, 
and Thiaucourt on the north, was cared for by three water-supply 
companies, namely B, D, and F, of the 26th Engineers. Com- 
panies A and B of the 27th Engineers were attached and rendered 
effective assistance. A detachment of Company E, 26th Engi- 
neers, also assisted, but on September 17, with only a few hours’ 
notice, all of the units except Company B, 26th Engineers, were 
withdrawn to the Argonne-Meuse front and their work was taken 
over by Company B. 

The area was now termed the ‘‘ Toul District.” To take care 
properly of the work, large detachments were stationed at advan- 
tageous points. One of these detachments, stationed at St. 
Baussant, constructed at Essey a permanent water-purification 
plant consisting of large concrete sedimentation basins and a 
filtration plant of considerable capacity. Another detail of the 
same detachment worked on a somewhat larger and more elaborate 
plant of the same description at Euvezin. These plants were 
principally utilized as filling stations for the water-tank trains 
which were now operating successfully in all parts of the newly 
occupied territory. At Gezoncourt a detachment was kept busy 
in operating and maintaining the many water points in that 
neighborhood and constructing new ones as they were needed. 

On the day of the first Argonne-Meuse attack, September 26, 
Private Daniel L. Tankersley, while on detached service with 
Company F as a motorcycle side-car driver, was mortally wounded 
while at a heavily-shelled road mine crater with Lieut.-Colonel 
(then Major) Scheidenhelm, regimental commander. 
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The termination of hostilities at 11.00 A.m., on November 11, 
brought no reduction in the work of the water-supply troops. 
In fact, for a time the amount of work increased because it was 
found necessary to extend the water facilities in order to supply 
the apparently never-ending stream of men and horses on the 
way to Germany. Several German military pipe lines were traced 
to their sources, and some German pumps were repaired and put 
to work. A detail, which was operating near the village of Jaulney, 
one day chanced upon a strange looking object on wheels. Upon 
examination it proved to be a German water purifier. Com- 
pared with the mobile purification trucks then in use by the 26th 
Engineers, the apparatus was crude, but no doubt it was effective. 
Upon returning to headquarters the detail reported its find to 
Lieut. Baxter, the company commander, with the result that it 
was brought into camp. Steps have since been taken to have it 
preserved as a souvenir and shipped to America, to be exhibited 
with captured artillery and other war trophies. 

Six days after the beginning of the Armistice, a detachment 
under Lieut. Baxter joined the advance guard of the right column 
of the Army of Occupation in its march to Germany. Its work 
was to locate sources of water supply, and make the water available 
for the men of the main column by cleaning the sources and in- 
stalling hand pumps where necessary. Signs were posted, giving 
the direction to water points and stating the quality of the water. 
After proceeding as far as Briey, this work was turned over to 
Company C. 

The field of operation, however, was later extended farther 
toward the Rhine. On December 8 Lieut. Church took a detach- 
ment into Esch, in the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, for the pur- 
pose of preparing that district for use as a divisional billeting area. 
A short time later a detachment under Lieut. Howard proceeded 
to Conflans to perform similar work in that district. Both detach- 
ments remained long enough in this territory recently held by the 
Germans for the men to add a few words of guttural German to 
their vocabulary of soldier French, and also to find that there were 
* Friuleins ” who possessed charms as alluring as those of the 
““ Mademoiselles.””, With a bountiful supply of souvenirs the two 
detachments rejoined the Company a few weeks later and related 
their adventures and the sights they had seen. 
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During the absence of these detachments, the remainder of the 
Company was largely engaged in salvaging water-supply in- 
stallations the usefulness of which had ceased. 

The variety and amount of work done by, or under the direction 
of, Company B while at the front, as well as that done previously 
in the 8.O.S., are shown in the summarized statement of activities 
of the 26th Engineers as part of American Expeditionary Forces. 

There were several organizations which furnished a great deal of 
assistance in this work. Operators for pumping stations were fur- 
nished by Company A, 37th Engineers, and Company B, 24th 
Engineers. Labor and some skilled help were furnished by Com- 
pany B of the 27th Engineers, Company D, 59th Pioneer Infantry, 
and Company B, 542d Labor Battalion. The water-tank trains, 
all of motor trucks, were operated by the 1st Provisional Water 
Tank Train and by Company B, 302d Water Tank Train. 

When the Company entered the Zone of the Armies, it operated 
as part of the French Eighth Army, but under the technical super- 
vision of the Chief Engineer (Water Supply Officer) of the I U. 8. 
Corps. Nevertheless it served, primarily, United States divisions. 
The relations of the Company with the French “Service des 
Eaux ”’ were harmonious. About the middle of July, when the 
American First Army was organized, the Company came under 
the jurisdiction of the Chief Engineer (Water Supply Officer) of 
that army, and served under him during the St. Mihiel offensive. 
About October 9 it became a corresponding part of the newly 
organized American Second Army, and remained with this army 
until relieved from duty at the front. United States divisions 
occupied the areas looked after by Company B as follows: 26th, 
82d, 89th, 90th, 42d, 37th, 7th, and 28th. Other army troops 
working in the area at the same time were: 23d Engineers (road), 
21st Engineers (light railway), and the 12th Engineers (railroad). 

When orders were received on December 20 for the Regiment to 
assemble, principally at Sorey-sur-Meuse, for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding to a port of embarkation, the members of the Company 
felt with satisfaction that they had done good work. 
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‘** All out! Come on, you stiffs! Make ’er snappy.” 

“Say, any one find a pair of shoes?’ (Abbott, from under his 
bunk.) 

Kid Hardship, standing on one foot trying to get his pants on, 
asks with chattering teeth how in several different things any one 
expects a guy to get dressed in five minutes. 

“ Gibby,” looking down the line (he lost his notebook containing 
the roll), calls the names of those he sees, and reports: “ Sir, all 
present.”” Then, “ Right, face; forward, march; double time, 
march! ”’ and off we stumbled, half asleep, over the frozen ground 
in the morning trot around the barracks. Oh, boy! those were 
the good old days at Camp Dix! 

“Say, what the hell are you fellows doing in here? You're 
supposed to be out with the rest of them, double-timing. K.P. 
for yours.” Darn the “ Top”! 

And then breakfast: Coffee, hash, prunes, and bread. Recently, 
Dave Thompson said that the reason that the coffee tasted like 
mud was that it was fresh ground. 

Well, you know how it was, — “ Pete” Grant and “ Fergy ”’ 
always at the head of the line, yelling ‘‘ Hold that line,” and 
“When do we EAT? ” till Tom blew the whistle; then a grand rush 
to Eddy Kelsey and his G. I. can full of hash. 

Breakfast over, came the job of making the bunks and policing 
up. Blankets folded so, shoes put bere, shelves arranged one way 
and barracks bags another. A wash and a shave and whir-r-r-r-r, 
“ Allout. Rifles, belts, and mackinaws,” and our daily round had 
begun. 

Before we go further, let us say a word about the beginning of 
Company C. On September 10, 1917, according to Regimental 
Special Order No. 1, Capt. G. W. Stickney, Ist Lieuts. C. H. Lee, 
J. C. Pritchard, and R. Newfeld, with 2d Lieuts. S. J. Benedict 
and V. J. Loughran, were assigned to the Company. 

On the 11th, Special Order No. 2 attached Ist Lieut. Rees W. 
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Willard for duty. Two days later Charles Gokmant and Walter 
Halliday headed the Company roll, and on the 17th the names of 
Bill Barndt, Jimmie Kelliher, and Tommy Tate were added. On 
October 16 Lieut. Lee was detached for service in France, and 
Lieut. Willard was assigned for duty. During the following 
weeks the Company rapidly increased in size, and by the morning 
of December 8 had reached its full strength. Lieut. Pritchard was 
detached from the Company, January 6, much to our disgust. 
Later in the month Lieut. Neufelt was relieved from duty, and on 
the 26th was replaced by Lieut. Ernest A. Shafer. Lieut. Wells 
was assigned to the Company on February 23, and, during the 
latter part of March, 2d Lieut. Loughran was commissioned as 
Ist Lieutenant in the Sanitary Corps and attached to the Com- 
pany. The last officer to be assigned was 2d Lieut. W. C. Laugh- 
lin, on March 28. 

Along in December we began to take those hikes we enjoyed so 
much, to Jobstown, Browns Mills, Pointsville, and other fence 
corners. When we stopped for a rest it was always in the woods, 
or some place equally interesting. The man acting as right guide 
certainly lost all his popularity on those hikes. To make up 
for them, however, was the daily trip to the Soldiers’ Club in 
Wrightstown. 

Thanksgiving dinner was a thing to be talked of for months. 
The three dinners, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s, 
were the only meals that Tommy, our official kicker, did not Howell 
about. Even on our hike to Coblenz, Tommy made disparaging 
remarks about corned Willy, and with tears in his eves would 
beg some one to tell him that he too remembered those dinners. 
You'll have to hand it to Tom Griffin, he was some cook; and when 
Dave Thompson was mess sergeant, WE ATE. 

Let us go back a little bit: An hour’s drill, three minutes’ inter- 
mission, just long enough to get into the barracks and light a 
cigarette; more drill, another intermission, a final formation, and 
then just time to wash up before dinner. (Oh, yes! We washed in 
Camp Dix. We lost the habit in France, but you may be able to 
recall days in Dix when you washed three times.) An hour for 
dinner, and then that dam’ whistle would blow and “ Bucky ” 
would have some more fun with us. 
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Speaking of drill, we must not forget the non-com. school that 
Lieut. Willard had. Those in it were interested all right, but it 
made them peeved at times to think that every one else was having 
a rest while they were working. 

After we had all returned from the Christmas and New Year’s 
furloughs, we had the “ nut test.” It was quite a success. Even 
though there were seventeen “‘ A’s ” in the Company, it confirmed 
our opinion one of another. 

Our real fire alarms — that is, the fire alarms given for a real 
fire — were exciting. But the night that ‘ Gibby” had us half- 
way to the cold storage plant before he found out that the fire 
was in the latrine back of our barracks, was cold enough to take 
all the joy out of the excitement. 

On January 14 we were put into quarantine for measles, and 
there we stayed till about February 22. That was a time to take 
the pep out of any one. We managed to survive it, and many 
things of interest happened during that time. One night O'Neil 
lost his bunk. We suggested that he ask Near, Anderson, or 
Wilcox where they got the sky hooks. Another nice zero night, 
McAdam took a bath. Just as he was drying off, some rough 
person threw a bucket of snow and water on him. Had you been 
across the street from the barracks, you would probably have 
thought that some one was crazy, racing around the building and 
dodging from side to side. You would not have seen “ Mac” 
behind him (white does not show up against snow, you know). 
“Mac ” has had chilblains ever since. Tommy Howell got in the 
same sort of a mixup, but his was slush and mud. It was a good 
thing that the jokes were pulled off in fun. 

Do you remember “ Pat”? Patterson and his trial before the 
Kangaroo Court? It seems that he had been on a week-end pass 
and that when he came back he had brought (it was said) some 
souvenirs, and hidden them under his bed. Of course these sou- 
venirs were produced as evidence, and “ Pat”’ was deeply grieved. 

And all this time the Amalgamated Association of Hard Boiled 
K.P.’s changed membership twice a week. 

On February 7 we went out to see the British tank. 

The week of February 10 we had lectures on ‘ Gas and Gas 
Masks.” 
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On the 20th we went to the rifle range, and from then till the 
26th all we heard was: “ Mark 18!” ; ‘Say, who the hell is 
shooting on No. 4?” “Mark 18! Damn it!” The good 
scores we made came from our long practice at shooting snipe. 

Tuesday morning, March 26, we were ordered to begin packing 
up. Good Friday night the whistle blew at 8.20, and at 8.30 
we started for the station. The next morning, after an inspection 
at Jersey City, we boarded a small river steamer and went over to 
Dock No. 50 in New York. At eleven o’clock we were aboard the 
Rochambeau in the steerage. At 4 P.M. we sailed. 

Capt. Stickney, being the senior army officer on board, assumed 
command of all American soldiers. The voyage was uneventful; 
no “subs” were sighted and there was not even a case of 
seasickness. 

Do you remember that Frog who woke us up every morning at 
six, yelling, ‘Café, café !”’ 2? Those were great meals we had. 

On Tuesday, April 9, we landed at Bordeaux and hiked about 
five kilometers to a “‘ rest camp.’ Between showers we résted. 
Friday we hiked down to Carbon-Blane and had our first taste of 
“TIT Classe’ transportation. While on the train, we saw and 
heard our first barrage — the amount of glassware distributed on 
the right-of-way was a caution. In fact, one did not dare poke 
his head out of the window for fear of getting ‘‘ beaned.”” We 
passed through Angouléme, Tours, Dijon, Is-sur-Tille, and finally 
detrained at Langres on Monday, April 15, after three days on 
the train. 

Humes, about three kilometers from Langres, was our stopping 
place, and one to be remembered. Several details were sent out 
and some of us had a chance to see the medieval stronghold at 
Langres. Sunday, the 21st, the Company moved to Rimaucourt 
and had a real taste of mud. While there, we put in about five 
miles of water mains (don’t forget all the ditches) and distributing 
lines for a 6 000-bed hospital. The Company also graded the sites 
and erected a number of demountable wooden barracks, and at 
the same time installed electrical connections and interior wiring. 
Here it was that our “ Top’ and the mess sergeant ran up against 
General Vin Blink. As usual, the superior officer won out. 

From Rimaucourt five men were sent to Blois, another detach- 
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ment was sent to Langres, and still another to Bazoilles-sur- 
Meuse. On May 17 we began to sing that good old song, “ O 
father, take down your service flag; your son’s in the $.0.8.,” 
for on this date the Company received orders to make up 
detachments to go to Mars (Nievre), Allérey (Sadne-et-Loire), 
Mesves-sur-Loire and Joué-le-Tours, to take charge of hospital 
construction. Lieut. Shafer and 45 men went to Mars. Lieut. 
Wells and Lieut. Loughlin, with 90 men, went to Allérey. Lieut 
Loughran and 45 men went to Mesves, and Lieut. Benedict and 
49 men went to Joué-le-Tours. Lieut. Willard was retained for a 
time at Rimaucourt, to complete the water-supply system, with a 
detachment from Company B of the Regiment, and later was 
placed in charge of the water-supply installation for the hospital 
at Beaune. Capt. Stickney was stationed at Tours, maintaining 
general Company Headquarters, and making special investiga- 
tions of water supply and sewage disposal in the base and inter- 
mediate sections of the Services of Supply. 

All the detachments entrained together at Rimaucourt and pro- 
ceeded to their various destinations. The work to be done was 
nearly everything in the engineering line, —the construction of 
barracks, water lines, pumping plants, sewers, roads, reservoirs, 
and railroad; the installation of electrical equipment and wiring, 
quarrying, and the operation of everything in the line of machinery 
from road rollers to stationary steam pumping plants. For the 
first time we were happy. Nearly every man was at his own 
work or something approximating it, and there was not the restraint 
incident to military formation. The actual labor in the hospital 
construction was done by Spanish, Portuguese, and French, al- 
though after a couple of months several American negro labor 
battalions were assigned to each hospital group. The men of 
Company C were used as foremen, except on those classes of work 
where skilled mechanical labor was required. 

The hospitals at Mars and at Mesves were two of the largest 
in the world; each had a capacity of 20000 beds in permanent 
buildings and wooden barracks, a crisis expansion of 20 000 beds 
in tents, and convalescent camp capable of holding four or five 
thousand more. At Allérey and Beaune all the water was secured 
from wells dug and bored by Company C men, and the entire 
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water supply and sewage system, as well as the electric generating 
plant and all wiring, was installed by our detachments. The 
hospital at Joué-le-Tours was built to accommodate 2 000 patients 
in permanent buildings, with tent space for 2 000 additional and 
500 convalescents. The detachment at that station installed 
the water-supply system and all interior plumbing. The water 
was secured from two 600-ft. wells drilled by our men. From 
time to time, detachments were sent out to points in various base 
sections to drive wells for other hospitals and camps. The worth 
of Company C men in the hospital construction is shown by the 
following extract from a letter to the section engineer from Lieut.- 
Col. Huston at Mesves. The letter was written after the detach- 
ment had received orders to report to St. Aignan, preparatory to 
going to the front. 

“The departure of the 26th Engineers who have been on this 
work since the early part of May and formed. a big portion of 
what organization there has been here, will leave a big hole in our 
forces. Among these men are represented the following trades 
and their places should be filled at once . . .” 

“Unless all these important places are filled with competent 
men at once, we almost might as well shut down.” 

“ Right off the reel we will be crippled in deliveries of material 
and the water supply of the hospital will b2 in jeopardy, and 
without master mechanics our machinery will be laid up for want 
of drivers.” 


The following letter is self-explanatory: 


AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY. FoRcES 
Base Hospitrat No. 26, A.P.O. 717, 2 Aug. 18 


Lt.-Col. W. H. Artley, Q.M.C., N.A., A.P.O. 717 
Dear Sir: 

Again yesterday and last night, in an emergency which taxed the powers of 
Base Hospital No. 26 to the utmost, your splendid corps gave us the touch 
of the shoulder. Your men voluntarily worked alongside our men, rendering 
invaluable services throughout the day and night. 

Permit me to again thank them and you for your generous assistance. 

Respectfully, 
A. A. Law, Major, M.R.C., Comdg. 


Ist Ind. 
Engr. Off. in Charge construction — Allery — 3 Aug. 18— To C.O. Det. 
Co. C 26th Engrs. — Allerey 
1. The above thanks are due you and your detachment. 
W. H. Artzey, Lt.-Col., Q.M.C., N.A. 


| 
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Company C did not confine its good work to physical labor 
alone, it ‘‘ adopted” ten French orphans, which was announced 
by the Stars and Stripes as the A.E.F. record for a single company. 

Lieut. Shafer is the only officer in Company C who was not 
nicknamed by the men. We had the “ Boy Scout,’ “ Charlie 
Chaplin,” “ Jess,’ ‘“‘ Benny,” and the “ K.O.,” but “ Tilly ” was 
“ Tilly ” to the officers only. Here are a few questions to ask 


ComPLETED WATER PURIFICATION PLANT AT EvveziIn (MEURTHE-ET- 
MOSsELLE). 


Pumping equipment protected by means of sandbags and rock against 
aérial bombing. 


our Officers should you ever meet with them again: Ask “ Tilly ” 
about the M.P. and the nurse at Mars. Ask “ Rocko,’’ sometimes 
known as “Charlie Chaplin,” how he got his arm broken at 
Mesves. Ask “ Jess”’ to tell you the story of the high hat, the 
pair of pajamas, and the barracks roof at Beaune. There is a 
story told of a short, stout man, slightly bald, who insisted upon 
sitting on the railroad track at the road crossing at Rimaucourt, 
to count the stars. 

September 16, 1918, the various detachments received an order 
to proceed to St. Aignan (Loire et Cher) for training in gas defense 
and to receive all necessary equipment preparatory to going to the 
front. From St. Aignan, however, 1 officer and 9 men went back 


iz 
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to Mesves and 5 men to Mars, to help break in the men who were 
to relieve them. The rest of the Company entrained on Septem- 
ber 28, and had its first taste of ‘‘ Hommes — 36, Chevaux — 8.” 
We spent one night on the train, a night at the barracks in Tours, 
a night in the French barracks at St. Dizier, and finally arrived at 
Clermont-en-Argonne, 5.30 A.m., October 2, to take up work, 
along with Companies D, E, and F, as army engineer troops 

(water supply), American First Army. 

The first day at Clermont we saw several air fights and heard 
the continuous noise of the Argonne offensive. The Company was 
billeted in an old French hospital. The latter was situated on 
one of the main roads to the front, and from daylight until dark 
a continuous stream of loaded trucks passed the door. In one day, 
our friend, the M.P. at the corner, said he counted over four 
thousand trucks between daylight and dark. 

Immediately after arrival at Clermont, detachments were sent 
out to various points in the northern sector of the First Army 
Water Supply Service, to assist Companies E, F, and D in the 
installation of water points required to supply troops engaged in 
the Argonne-Meuse offensive. One detachment of 25 men, in 
charge of Lieut. Wells, crossed the Meuse River north of Verdun 
and at Brabant joined a party from Company D. The first night 
they pitched “‘ pup ”’ tents, but before morning were in the deepest 
dugout they could find. By the next night they were installed 
in a palatial German dugout, excavated from solid rock and con- 
taining 42 bunks. This was home during the remainder of their 
five weeks’ stay at Brabant. During this time, several canvas 
reservoirs were installed, one very complete gravity water point 
was constructed at Brabant, and pipe was laid for a similar one at 
Consenvoye. Though under shell fire during the entire period, 
not a single man was wounded. 

Another detachment, under Lieut. Willard, put in a 15 000- 
gal. wood stave tank, centrifugal pumping plant, and standard 
gage locomotive filling station at Varennes. In that detachment 
were Fraser and Metheney who slept in the same dugout. Before 
the Hun had been pushed back out of range he used to send over 
a few ‘“H.E.’s”’ every night. Well, one night they were dropping 
in the vicinity of Fraser’s and Metheney’s abr?. One landed near 


| 


COMPANY C. 619 


enough to jar them up quite a bit. In a minute or so Matt began 
to swear in a relieved tone of voice. Naturally, Fraser inquired 
why the relief. ‘‘ Well,” said Matt, “‘ those dam’ rats scare me 
to death, and now that last G.I. can chased them away.” 

Reconnaissance work was done by Lieut. Shafer in the vicinity 
of Montfaucon, tracing out German water-supply systems. 

On October 18 the Company moved by trucks to Ancemont, 
where it was joined a few days later by the detachments from 
Mars, Mesves, and Joué-le-Tours. The Company was now given 
full responsibility for a sector for the First Army along the front 
east of Souilly (Meuse) and extending seven kilometers north of 
Verdun. This area had been developed by the French Second 
Army Water Service during the Verdun offensive and required 
but little in the way of new installations to supply the American 
troops now occupying it. 

Previously, Company D, 37th Engineers (acting temporarily 
as water-supply troops), and Company A, 26th Engineers, had 
been operating in this area. 

Two new installations were made, however, one in the Luxem- 
burg Forest, consisting of a triplex pump, more than a mile of 
pipe line, three metal tanks, and hydrants at various points in the 
woods. The other installation involved a pump, reservoir, and 
pipe-line system, distributing water to the First Army Head- 
quarters barracks at Souilly. The principal work of the Com- 
pany, however, was the operation of pumping plants turned over 
by the French, of which there were fifteen, and the patrolling of 
all of the gravity water points. 

That was when we sat on the world. With a nice pump house 
(and those French pump houses are “ jake”), a nearby ration 
“dump,” and for variety, a couple of air battles every day, we 
wanted nothing more. The ration ‘‘ dump” was a real necessity, 
for the rations we drew from Company Headquarters were a joke. 
Do you remember the time you drew 2 lb. of flour, 4 lb. of coffee, 
5 cans of monkey meat or “ willie,” a few odd cans of tomatoes, 
a couple of loaves of bread and 7 rolls of paper, to last 6 men 
four days? 

One day while we were at Ancemont, a cable came for a certain - 
Sergeant Ist Class, saying that he was the proud possessor of 
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twins. The Sergeant was out on D.S. and could not be easily 
reached. It happened that one of our lieutenants met him, in a 
few days, and told him the news; but wanting to break it gently, 
he said it was triplets. Max believed him, too, and wrote home 
immediately saving how glad he was. When he got back to head- 
quarters and got the official cable — well, that is another story. 

Along about the 8th of November, we heard some rumors of an 
Armistice, but, as usual, no one put much stock in it. On the 
11th most of us knew that firing was supposed to stop at eleven 
o'clock. Some few on duty very near the front knew nothing of 
the Armistice, so when firing ceased at the apoointed hour, one 
‘an easily imagine their thoughts. Two of the boys, stuck away 
out in the woods, thought i. was a German trick, and when they 
heard all the celebrating around them and saw flares going up 
in broad daylight, they gathered up all the ammunition they could 
find and hiked for the nearest shell hole. 

By the 17th of November all detachments were recalled, and 
we were relieved from duty with the First Army, and ordered to 
report for duty with the Third Army (Army of Occupation). The 
Company was split into two detachments, one being attached to 
the Ist Engineers, Ist Division, and the other to the 6th Engineers, 
3d Division. On the afternoon of the 17th we started on our 
hike to Coblenz, with Lieut. Shafer in command of one detach- 
ment and Lieut. Willard in command of the other. With Lieut. 
Shafer were Lieuts. Loughran, Sheldon, and Chandler; and with 
Lieut. Willard were Lieuts. Benedict and Loughlin; while Capt. 
Stickney maintained liaison between Third Army Headquarters 
and the two detachments. 

The route of the first detachment was as follows: 


November 17 — Haudiamont. 
18 — Etain. 
19 — Piennes. 
20 — Audun-le-Roman. 
21 — Bettemburg (Grand Duchy of Luxemburg). 
22 — Wormeldingen. 


At Wormeldingen (or Wormeldange) the detachment rested 
until December 1, having a reasonably good time. Of course we 
had drill, but after drill one could easily exchange a loaf of bread 


December 


billeting at 


December 


November 17 — Manheulles. 
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or a piece of soap for beaucoup “ schnapps.” It is said that a cake 
of soap or two loaves of bread was good for three months’ lodging. 
No wonder we ran short! On December 1 this detachment 
crossed the Moselle River into Germany and marched to Wirges, 
billeting overnight in the following towns: 


1 — Wawern. 
2 — Gasel (passing through Trier). 
3 — Mehring. 

4 — Trittenheim. 

5 — Zeltingen. 

6 — Enkirch. 

7 and 8 — Briedel. 

9 — Leisenich. 


10 and 11 — Morshausen. 


12 — Lay. 
13 — Coblenz. 
14 — Wirges (crossing the Rhine at 7 a.M.). 


On the 16th the detachment was relieved from duty with the 
lst Engineers and returned to Coblenz (Neuendorf). 
The second detachment followed the route indicated below, 


the towns named: 


18 — Jeandelize. 
19 — Briey. 
20 — Rosslingen. 
21 — Beauregard. 
22 — Kechingen. 
23 to December 1 — Evange. 
1 — kirf. 
2 — Hentern. 
3 — Rinefeld. 
4 — Idar Briick (the night spent in the pine woods, where each 
man cooked his own supper). 
5 — Hottenbach. 
6 and 7 — Manhausen. 
8 — Argenthal. 
9 to 14 — Bacharach. 
15 and 16 — Overspay. 


The two detachments were reunited at Coblenz (Neuendorf). 
Our hike was a long one, but now that it is over we are glad we 
had it. The reception we got from the German people was very 
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good. Naturally it would be—they are not all fools. Even 
though we knew they hated us, it was more pleasant to be received 
with smiles, “ Woselwein ’’ and an open house, than to have them 
show their real feelings. No, we have no fault to find with their 
hospitality, even though it was forced. One feature of German 
Kultur that we saw was the great number of children. Every 
village had droves of them between the ages of one and four years. 

The country traversed during the march was beautiful, and the 
temperature ideal for hiking. From Ancemont we started out 
with full packs, but from Dieue our trail was marked, first by sou- 
venirs, then by those useless condiment cans, and finally by under- 
wear and even guns — everything one could possibly do without. 
The first night spent in Luxemburg (especially for the detach- 
ment at Bettemburg) was large and glorious. We were the first 
American soldiers the inhabitants had seen, and we were hailed as 
‘ deliverers.””. Jimmy Conn was quite the hit of the evening at 
the dance given in our honor at Bettemburg. Jimmy looks very 
well in a high silk hat and a frock coat Resounding bumps and 
thuds were heard as some of us alighted from the water wagon. 

The 19th of December Company C entrained at Coblenz and 
proceeded to Sorey-sur-Meuse by way of Metz. We had with us 
two German boys who said that they were going to America also. 
One of them got as far as Bourg, but there he was arrested as an 
enemy and sent back. Sorey, you will remember, is the town 
where “ Scotty’ sprained his ankles when he tried to convince a 
husky buck private that Company C had done more to win the 
war than many divisions. The billets at Sorey were the worst 
we ever had. After real beds in Germany, or at least a dry, warm 
floor, the cold barns with their soaking wet hay were awful. 
We won't say anything about the Christmas dinner we had. The 
sooner it is forgotten, the better! 

Monday, the 30th, Company C, together with the rest of the 
regiment, entrained for Bordeaux, under orders for embarkation 
to the United States. 

The following men of Company C received commissions as 
second lieutenants: Private First Class Robert L. Weed, F.A.; 
Sergt. Howard G. Sheldon, Engineers; Sergt. David 8S. Thompson, 
Engineers; Sergt. Homer E. Young, Engineers; Sergt. Frazee J. 
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Young, Engineers; Sergt. Robt. V. Chandler, M.T.C.; Sergt. 
L. V. Ellingsworth, Engineers; Sergt. First Class Lucien G. 
Hughes, Engineers; Sergt. James E. Blake, Engineers; Private 
First Class Royal N. Howard, Engineers; Sergt. Matt Finger, 
AS.C, 
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Company D, 26th Engineers, was the fourth company of the 
Regiment to be organized. It had its origin in what was known as 
the “ Casual Company,” formed December 10, 1917, from enlisted 
men initially attached to Company C, 26th Engineers. Capt. 
Oliver F. Allen was assigned to command this Casual Company, 
aided, from the 21st of December, by Ist Lieut. Ralph Neufeld, 
who was temporarily on duty with the Company. At first the 
organization had a strength of about 125 men, all voluntarily en- 
listed and recruited in large part from the oil fields of California. 
On December 21, 1917, this Casual Company was officially desig- 
nated as Company D, 26th Engineers, and on January 6, 1918, 
Capt. (then Ist Lieut.) John C. Pritchard was placed in command, 
with Ist. Lieut. Fred 8. Wells and 2d Lieuts. Raymond Foulkrod 
and Glenn R. Stevens as the first regularly assigned officers. 
Lieut. Neufeld was at the same time relieved from further duty 
with the Company. 

In passing through the various stages of military training, the 
organization encountered more than the usual difficulties. For 
over six weeks the Company was in quarantine because of the 
prevalence of measles, and, in addition, had to contend with the 
discomforts of an unusually severe winter. But the officers were 
always well seconded by the never-failing good spirits and hearty 
codperation of the men. Early in January a school was started, 
under the direction of Lieut. Pritchard, for candidates for positions 
as non-commissioned officers. Great interest was manifested in 
this school, and much excellent material was developed. ‘“‘ Ser- 
geant Hill”? was chased all over the battlefield of Gettysburg by 
these embryo tacticians, and rescued from many embarrassing 
situations, 

Practical military instruction was given to all the men every 
day, beginning with the school of the soldier and continuing 
through the school of the squad, platoon, and company. Company 
athletics were also very popular. A very successful baseball team 
was organized, under the leadership of Sergt. Roth. 
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On January 25, 1918, 2d Lieut. James R. Rosenfeld was 
assigned to the Company. Other changes in the commissioned 
personnel about this time were as follows: Ist Lieut. John C. 
Pritchard was commissioned captain February 14, 1918; Capt. 
(then Ist Lieut.) T. B. Parker attached February 11, 1918, and 
assigned February 20, 1918; Ist Lieut. F. 8. Wells transferred to 
duty with Company C, February 20, 1918; Ist Lieut. Harvey T. 
Munn assigned to the Company February 17, 1918. In the mean- 
time the number of enlisted men was steadily increasing until on 
February 20, 1918, there were, assigned and attached, approxi- 
mately 320 men. Eighty-five of these men were transferred to 
become the nucleus of Company E, leaving about 235 men in the 
organization, which number was later reduced by transfers to 
about 200 men. Company D was then again gradually built up 
to strength. 

During this period each man was taught the care and nomen- 
clature of the rifle, and was also required to pass a series of tests in 
sighting and aiming, assembling, loading, and firing his piece. At 
the completion of these tests the Company spent a total of six 
days on the rifle range. 

About this time another series of changes took place among the 
commissioned personnel, from which the Company emerged with 
. the officers who took it overseas. These changes were as follows: 
Ist Lieut. Gash was assigned to the Company May 11, 1918, 
relieved May 19, 1918; Ist Lieut. H. T. Munn relieved from 
further duty May 11, 1918; Ist Lieut. R. P. Hastings assigned to 
the Company May 19, 1918; 2d Lieut. R. Foulkrod appointed 
supply officer of Company May 11, 1918, and commissioned first 
lieutenant May 23, 1918; Ist Lieut. William C. Colgan, Sanitary 
Corps, attached to the Company during the month of April, 1918. 
This left the Company with the following officers: Capt. John C. 
Pritchard, Ist Lieut. Russell P. Hastings, Ist Lieut. Theodore B. 
Parker, Ist Lieut. Raymond Foulkrod, 2d Lieut. James R. Rosen- 
feld, 2d Lieut. Glenn R. Stevens, Ist Lieut. William C. Colgan, 
Sanitary Corps (attached). 

Regimental Headquarters and Company D left barracks at 
Camp Dix for overseas at 12.30 a.m., June 22, 1918, entrained at. 
the Camp Dix railroad station, arrived at Hoboken about seven 
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o'clock the next morning, and boarded the transport President 
Grant the same day at noon. That afternoon the ship dropped 
down the bay, but trouble soon developed in the refrigerating 
plant and she returned next day to the Hoboken docks. The 
Company disembarked and proceeded by ferry and train to Camp 
Mills, LongIsland. Here it remained a long week, but reémbarked 
on the same vessel June 29 and finally left port on the 30th. 

The weather on the voyage was delightful. Fifteen transports 
with 1 cruiser and 4 destroyers started the voyage together. Later, 
a transport caught fire and another, with 2 destroyers, dropped 
back to give her aid, so that finally only 13 transports, 1 cruiser, 
and 2 destroyers remained in the convoy. Two days out from 
Brest the convoy was met by 11 more destroyers, and on the 
evening of July 12 Brest Harbor was entered, — the transports in 
single file, with a line of destroyers on either side. It was a sight 
never to be forgotten. 

On the way across the ocean the men of Company D drew the 
delightful task of acting as mess attendants and guardians to about 
2 500 gentlemen of color, fresh from the cotton fields of Alabama 
and Louisiana. For the first time, it was realized that ‘‘ the Army 
is democratic.”’ Drills for ‘‘ abandon ship ’’ were held each day, 
and once within the danger zone every person on board ship had 
to be at his ‘‘ abandon ship” station from 2.30 a.m. until daylight. 

The Company debarked the morning after making port, and 
marched to Pontanezen Barracks, the so-called ‘‘ rest ’’ camp. 
Four days later it entrained for Baccarat on the French front in 
the Department of Meurthe-et-Moselle. in response to a call for 

yater-supply troops to serve American divisions operating there 
with the French. After four days and nights in French box cars 
(each posted to carry “8 horses or 40 men”), the Company de- 
trained and went into billets in the small town of Deneuvre, just 
across the Meurthe River from Baccarat. Here the first taste of 
war was had when the town was bombed on several occasions by 
German planes. 

Before the Company got to work in the Baccarat sector, a still 
greater need arose for water-supply troops in the Chateau-Thierry 
sector, where the III U.S. Corps was operating as a part of the 
French Sixth Army. While these matters were being straightened 
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out at First Army Headquarters, the Company remained at 
Deneuvre in comparative idleness for over a week. Finally orders 
were received to move again, and after a tiresome journey lasting 
three days and nights the outfit detrained August 4, at Nanteuil- 
sur-Marne, 20 kilometers downstream from Chateau-Thierry. 
Since the railroad line direct from Baccarat through Nancy to 
Chateau-Thierry along the Marne River had recently been cut 
by the enemy, it was necessary to take a more round-about route 
through Paris. This made it possible to see a little more of France, 
but all that was visible, from the railroad yards at the eastern edge 
of Paris, was the top of the Eiffel Tower. 

On August 8 the Company was marched out of Nanteuilesur- 
Marne, along the north bank of the Marne, and camped for the 
night at Gland, just above Chateau-Thierry. On the following 
day, Fere-en-Tardenois was reached. This was the first march 
of any extent the Company had taken in France and it left many 
men, and some officers, with sore feet. At Fere-en-Tardenois the 
Company was split into two detachments, Lieuts. Parker and 
Rosenfeld with 100 men going to Coulonges, while the remainder 
went to Sergy under command of Capt. Pritchard. 

This entire area had very recently been vacated by the enemy, 
who, at the close of the great Chateau-Thierry counter-offensive, 
had been driven back from the Marne to the line of the Vesle. 
The region was thoroughly devastated. Here, therefore, was 
actually begun the work for which the Regiment had been formed, 
namely, that of supplying water to troops at the front. Water 
was found to be very plentiful, but it was necessary to safeguard 
it against contamination and to make it available for both men 
and animals. Repairs were made to the water systems of ruined 
villages, and also to French Army water points, installed previous 
to the German drive and subsequently destroyed. New sources 
of supply were developed where necessary, points for filling water 
‘arts established along the main roads, watering troughs built, 
wells cleaned and repaired, and pumps installed. 

The Company was now attached to the III U.S. Corps, and 
accordingly came under the authority of the Corps Engineer. How- 
ever, since this Corps operated tactically under the French Sixth 
Army, much of the work was carried on under the direction of 
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Lieut. Bonnevalle of the ‘“ Service des Eaux,’’ who commanded 
a detachment of French Army water-supply troops operating 
in the same territory. It was really Lieut. Bonnevalle who intro- 
duced the Company to the World War, and the ceremony could 
not have been placed in better hands. 

Meanwhile a call for more water-supply troops had come from 
American First Army Headquarters, which had meanwhile been 
shifted from La Ferté-sous-Jouarre on the Marne to Neufchateau 
(Vosges), for plans were already being made for an attack on the St. 
Mihiel salient. Orders were received for one half of Company D 
to move to the Toul front as rapidly as possible. Hence August 20, 
1918, Lieut. Stevens was transferred to the 2d Detachment, under 
Lieut. Parker, and on the 21st, at 2.30 p.m., Capt. Pritchard, with 
Lieuts. Hastings and Foulkrod and 130 men, left Sergy in trucks. 
On reaching Pagney-sur-Meuse, Lieut. Hastings was ordered to 
special duty under the Water Supply Officer at First Army Engi- 
neer Headquarters and never rejoined the Company. The remain- 
der of the detachment reached Griscourt at 11.00 p.m., August 23, 
and started work the next day on a 5-kilometer 4-in. pipe line, to 
furnish water to troops in the Forét de Puvenelle, which was at 
that time being used, because of the concealment offered, as a 
concentration point for troops in preparation for the St. Mihiel 
drive. 

One hundred men of Company A and 150 men of Com- 
pany B, 27th Engineers, together with 75 men from Company 
E, 26th Engineers, were attached to the Ist Detachment of Com- 
pany D, making a total of about 450 men under the direction of 
Capt. Pritchard. Water points were installed throughout the 
forward area, to take care of the tremendous concentration of 
men and animals. The men worked with the greatest willingness, 
night and day. They were under intermittent shell fire from the 
German batteries, but luckily no casualties resulted. By the 
time of the St. Mihiel drive, on the morning of September 12, the 
water-supply situation of the sector had been vastly improved. 

Four advance parties, of 20 men and one wagon each, were 
started out the morning of the “ drive,” to follow the infantry 
advance and do everything possible to supply water within the 
captured territory. The transport for these parties had to be 
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obtained from one of the French auxiliary services, whose personnel 
was made up entirely of old men. The two-wheeled French carts 
with spreading sides were anything but the proper sort of con- 
veyance for the tools and rations, but they were the best that 
could be had at the time. When the cart was in working condi- 
tion the horses or drivers were not, and vice versa. Altogether 
they were a source of much amusement to the men, and an account 
of the accidents to them would fill many pages. However, valu- 
able work was accomplished by these advance parties, including 
the installation of canvas reservoirs to be filled by tank trains and 
the repair of the water systems of Thiaucourt and other recaptured 
villages. 

Hardly had the St. Mihiel attack ended, and hardly had the 
organization of the captured area been begun, when the Ist Detach- 
ment, and in fact, both detachments, of Company D were in 
demand in an area miles distant. For the Boche was to be given 
no rest, and the American First Army was to strike in the entirely 
new Argonne-Meuse sector — new from the viewpoint of occupancy 
by American troops. And this attack must needs be made within 
two weeks after the beginning of the St. Mihiel drive! So it was 
that on September 17 the entire 1st Detachment was reassembled 
and on the evening of the 18th departed by motor truck for the 
Argonne-Meuse front. Traveling only at night to avoid detection 
by hostile aéroplanes (for the large troop movement had to be 
made as secretly as possible), the detachment arrived at Jouy-en- 
Argonne at midnight of the 19th. There the men were surprised 
to find awaiting them their fellows of the 2d Detachment, from 
whom they had parted in the Chateau-Thierry sector. 

While the Ist Detachment was in the St. Mihiel sector, the 2d 
Detachment was having varied experiences along the line of the 
Vesle. It maintained headquarters in some old French barracks 
at Coulonges, but occasional attentions from hostile planes and 
batteries forced it to sleep in dugouts in a nearby hillside. Work- 
ing parties were sometimes under shell fire, but fortunately no one 
was hurt. This detachment remained in the sector for one month 
and established semi-permanent water points for men and animals 
as far north as Chery-Chartreuve and Courmont. Orders were 
then received to move with the III U.S. Corps to the Argonne- 
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Meuse front, and on September 11 the detachment entrained at 
Dormans, on the Marne. Detraining at Souilly (Meuse), near 
Verdun, September 12, at 3.00 a.m., the detachment marched a 
few kilometers north and went into camp near Lempire. 

The detachment was then detached from III Corps and directed 
to report to Chief Engineer, American First Army. Some diffi- 
culty then arose in securing definite instructions, but on Septem- 
ber 16 Capt. F. W. Scheidenhelm, as Water Supply Officer, First 
Army, appeared with orders for the command to move to Jouy- 
en-Argonne. Setting out shortly before midnight, this destination 
was reached before daylight the next morning. 

After the arrival of Capt. Pritchard with the 1st Detachment 
during the night of September 19, the whole Company moved to 
some old French gun emplacements near Dombasle-en-Argonne. 

Preparations were at once made for supplying water to troops 
and animals, before and during the expected Argonne-Meuse 
offensive. Although now operating as army troops, the Com- 
pany sector remained approximately that of the III Corps and 
extended along the front for about 10 kilometers west from the 
Meuse River. 

While waiting for Company F to arrive from the St. Mihiel 
front, 90 men under Lieuts. Parker and Rosenfeld were sent to 
Auzéville to start the work in the district or sector (on the left) 
assigned to Company F. These men had rather a stiff time of it. 
One detachment of 16 men, under Corp. LeGrand, was on duty 
in the Forét de Hesse for seven days and nights with very little to 
eat. 

These detachments had nearly all returned to the Company by 
September 25, when 4 advance parties of 20 men each were formed 
to follow the infantry attack, which was to take place the next 
morning at daylight. These 4 parties were commanded respectively 
by Lieuts. Parker, Rosenfeld, Stevens, and Sergt. First Class 
Taggart. Each party was equipped with an escort wagon drawn 
by 4 mules; all left Company Headquarters during the afternoon 
of September 26, 1918. 

The parties camped the first night at Montzéville, and the 
following morning each party advanced toward its respective 
portion of the Company sector. In order to accomplish this it 
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was necessary to cross the strip of country which had been laid 
waste by the previous four years of hard fighting north of Verdun. 
This area included such historic localities as Hill 304 and “ Le 
Mort Homme ”’ (Dead Man’s Hill) and was pitted and furrowed 
to an unbelievable extent. This old No Man’s Land had been 
crossed by our infantry the previous day and was now securely 
held. After great difficulty the four parties finally emerged beyond 
the old German trench systems and took up positions from which 
they could work throughout the country behind the front line. 
Lieut. Stevens located at a point on the former Forges-Bethin- 
court road, Lieut. Rosenfeld at Bethincourt, Lieut. Parker near 
Gercourt, and Sergt. Taggart near Cuisy. Lieut. Rosenfeld sub- 
sequently moved up to a point west of Gercourt. 

The next few days were spent by the advance parties in an 
endeavor to develop such water points as would most quickly 
supply the immediate demands of nearby units. Gasoline- 
engine-driven pumps, hand pumps, elevated tanks, and canvas 
reservoirs were used at various places. Where no local source of 
supply was found, water was hauled from the rear in motor tank 
trucks. Mobile purification trucks were also used to good advan- 
tage, and where possible they were later replaced by semi- 
permanent installations. The first complete water points were 
established at Bethincourt and at Moulin de Raffécourt, between 
Bethincourt and Forges. These water points comprised gasoline- 
engine-driven pumps, elevated steel tanks, automatic chlorinators, 
cart-filling stations, and horse-watering troughs. They were used 
very extensively, that at Bethincourt furnishing a daily average 
of 20 000 gal. for a period of more than a month. Similar water 
points were later established at Cuisy and Septsarges. 

All supplies, rations, ete., were sent to the advance parties by 
trucks from Company Headquarters. The roads were almost 
impassable, and often were blocked by traffic. It required hard 
work on the part of the drivers to keep their trucks moving. 
Sergt. First Class Fadler personally conducted most of the supplies 
through the wilderness of poor roads and traffic, and Sergt. First 
Class Roth was responsible for keeping the trucks in operation. 

Meanwhile the infantry had fought their way across the Meuse 
River and had obtained a foothold on its eastern bank. Hence 
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on October 10 Lieut. Parker and a few men crossed the river at 
Consenvoye and established themselves in dugouts on the bank 
of the canal near Brabant. Here they were joined by a detach- 
ment from Company C under Ist Lieut. Fred 8. Wells, and imme- 
diately started work. A mobile purification truck was moved into 
Consenvoye, but damage by shell fire soon caused its removal. 

Company Headquarters were moved to Bethincourt, October 12, 
and established in a dugout hidden in the ruins of the village. 
About this time Company M of the 59th Pioneer Infantry (a 
former neighbor at Camp Dix) was attached to the Company, 
bringing the total strength of the command up to approximately 
500 men. The Pioneer Infantry was used mainly on ditching and 
paving, thus releasing some of Company D’s skilled men from the 
pick and shovel. 

On October 18 Capt. Pritchard was transferred to Company E, 
then operating in the Argonne Forest, and Lieut. Parker was 
recalled from across the river to take command of Company D. 
Lieut. Rosenfeld took over the territory east of the Meuse. Sergts. 
First Class MeCormick and Hamilton left for Officers’ Training 
Camp, and Sergt. Fabian and Corp. Klann to attend Gas Defense 
School. 

On October 26 Company Headquarters were again moved, this 
time to German dugouts in the Bois de Forges. By this time 
there were only two advance parties in the field, one under Lieut. 
Rosenfeld on the east bank of the Meuse, and one west of the river 
under Sergt. Taggart. The latter was preparing to follow the 
next drive northward. 

Thus far, the good luck of the Company had been remarkable, 
but on October 27 Sergt. Taggart reported that five men of his 
party had been wounded the day before, by a high-explosive shell, 
near Nantillois. These men were Sergts. Bustard and Green, 
Privates First Class J. B. Pelphrey and F. C. C. Johnson of Com- 
pany D, and Wagoner Metzger of the Ist Engineer Train. Pri- 
vates Pelphrey and Johnson died from their wounds, October 28. 
On that day, also, a German shell made a direct hit on the cooks’ 
dugout at the headquarters camp in the Bois de Forges, and Cook 
Prezlina and Privates Garhartt and Panell were wounded. Cook 
Prezlina, though painfully hurt himself, insisted that Garhartt be 
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taken care of first, and did everything in his power to aid him. 
All these men were sent to the hospital. Shortly afterward, Cook 
Colby and Privates Foulke and Barrett of Lieut. Rosenfeld’s 
party were taken to the hospital suffering from the effects of gas. 
Company M of the 59th Pioneer Infantry had one man killed and 
eight ‘‘ gassed.”’ All of these were attached to the party oper- 
ating east of the Meuse. 

Meanwhile the water-supply work was progressing. East of the 
Meuse the territory in which it was feasible to work had been very 
narrow, and the first water points to be established were near the 
river and temporary in character. Most of these were later supple- 
mented or replaced by semi-permanent gravity filling stations. 
Tank trucks were used to distribute water to points not served 
directly. West of the Meuse, points previously established were 
maintained and improved, and water was supplied to the Bois de 
Forges from the old German pumping station at Gercourt. 

On November 5 the stubborn German resistance broke, and our 
infantry advanced so rapidly that it was almost impossible to 
keep up with them. Company Headquarters were moved to 
Liny-devant-Dun on November 9 and remained there until the 
Armistice. Some permanent water points were installed in the 
“jumping off” area for the Army of Occupation, and the city 
water system at Stenay was repaired and put into operation. 
Water points that had been installed for use during the Argonne- 
Meuse offensive were salvaged. The work of salvaging this 
material along the whole front formerly occupied by Companies 
D, E, and F was begun by Company D on November 21 and com- 
pleted within two weeks. 

Along the reconstructed standard-gage railroad running north 
from Verdun, detachments from Company D also constructed a 
series of 12 locomotive-filling stations, extending from Charny 
to Sedan. These were all installed in advance of the railroad 
construction. This work required the placing of parties along 
the whole line, and as a consequence the Company was for a short 
time widely scattered. 

After the conclusion of this work the Company was assembled 
at Liny, and just before Christmas moved to Verdun. While at 
Verdun two very regrettable accidents occurred, one to Wagoner 
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Peterson who was hurt in a motorcycle collision, and the other to 
Private Capoots who was badly injured by the explosion of a 
one-pound shell. 

While at Liny-devant-Dun, the following additional officers 
were attached to the Company: 2d Lieut. D. 8. Thompson, 
Engineers, promoted from sergeant first class, previously with the 
Company C detachment at Brabant; 2d Lieut. F. B. Barns, 
Engineers, promoted from master engineer, junior grade; Ist 
Lieut. Wagner, Sanitary Corps, temporarily attached from 301st 
Water Tank Train; 2d Lieut. W. R. Schoonover, Sanitary Corps, 
promoted from sergeant first class, Sanitary Corps. 

Throughout the work along the Meuse, Lieut. Colgan was 
sanitary officer for the Company, and was responsible for the treat- 
ment of all doubtful water. Under his direction Lieut. Schoonover 
operated the field laboratory and made water analyses, ete. Lieut. 
Foulkrod, as before, continued his work as supply officer and Com- 
pany adjutant. 

On the 3lst of December the Company entrained at Verdun, 
and on January 2, 1919, arrived at Bourg-sur-Gironde to await 
transportation back to the United States. By this time the 
strength of the Company had been reduced to about 220 men, 10 
of whom were on detached service. 

In conclusion, it may truthfully be said that a more loyal and 
willing body of men it would be hard to find than Company D, 
26th Engineers. For almost four months they were continuously 
at the front, without one day of rest in the entire period, and work- 
ing and living under conditions almost identical with those under 
which the divisional engineer troops work and live, whereas the 
divisional troops do have rest periods. Everybody did his bit 
cheerfully and willingly, and to this spirit is due in a large measure 
the surmounting of what at times appeared unsurmountable 
difficulties. 
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Company E was organized on the 18th of February, 1918. Its 
growth was rapid, having as a nucleus 14 men from the old Spe- 
cialist Detachment, 26th Engineers, and 80 men assigned from 
Company D. With this body of men, Capt. Arthur Knapp and 
Lieuts. Frank T. Gash, M. M. Maneese, D. M. Forfar, E. M. 
McCutcheon, and F. C. Sellnow began evolving an efficient mili- 
tary organization. They had to deal with raw recruits and in- 
clement weather, but, notwithstanding these conditions, and the 
fact that the number of recruits was ever increasing, it was a well 
trained organization of 241 men that left Camp Dix, together with 
Company F, early on the morning of August 17, 1918. The per- 
sonnel of the officers remained the same with the exception of 
Lieut. Maneese, who was transferred to the 54th Engineers, and 
Lieut. McCutcheon, who was replaced by Lieut. Harry Angell. 

The men as they marched to the train, and later as they sat in 
the coaches waiting to move, exhibited a spirit of enthusiasm 
which, though it was sincere, was tempered with a shade of fear 
lest the “‘ deck contain a joker” in the form of a sojourn in some 
other camp before sailing. This doubt was not wholly dispelled 
until the two companies were given their respective jolts of real 
Red Cross coffee at the Brooklyn pier and marched up the gang- 
plank of the Cunard liner [talia. 

Beside Companies E and F of the 26th Engineers, the ship 
carried about 600 Signal Corps recruits, ‘‘ corn crackers” from 
Arkansas and Missouri, who, due to the fact that they were the 
direct product of a draft board and had had all of several weeks’ 
military training, held themselves in a spirit of superior aloofness. 
This engendered no small amount of contempt in the minds of the 
26th “ vets,”’ and this contempt was in no way lightened by the 
fact that the ‘“ corn crackers ”’ were always first in the mess line. 

In the effort to obtain gastronomic satisfaction in the form of 
doubtful eggs and saltless spuds, served to the monotonous chant 
of the cockney steward of, “‘ Kie pays, only one piece of bread to 
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the mon,” and, “ Hurry by, men !”’, it was necessary to file past 
the galleys, wherein was being prepared the food of the officers’ 
mess. How well the emanating odor of crisp bacon and “ French 
fried’ blended with our memories of home and mother’s cook- 
ing! It’s easy to understand why the British Colonial insists that 
he’s British and not English. As for that steward, ‘‘ God made 
him, and therefore let him live.” 

The trip across the Atlantic, aside from the above and a few 
other petty annoyances, was remarkably successful as well as 
uneventful. Better weather and a calmer sea could hardly be 
imagined, and from the standpoint of a sea voyage it had a “‘ Cook’s 
Tour ” backed off the map. Gambling on board ship was strictly 
prohibited, hence craps and poker were the popular pastimes. 

It was a great relief for every one after fourteen days of seeing 
the wet side of the world, to again sight land, and Wales at that. 
To those men from the Nevada, California, and Arizona deserts, 
the jagged contour of old Wales brought thoughts of home. On 
the 31st of August we landed at Liverpool at about 9 a.m. After 
getting sea legs accustomed to solid foundation and eyes accus- 
tomed to the different scenery, and after drinking several mugs 
of Lipton’s best coffee served by the British Red Cross, the 
members of the Company entrained for Southampton. The trip, 
requiring about eight hours, was one of the most pleasant 
that many had ever experienced. There was mile after mile of 
green, broken only by the stone fences which seemed to have no 
direction or reason for their existence, other than a place to put 
the stones. Quite in contrast with this, were the cities and towns 
along the way, where one saw blocks of red tile houses, sym- 
metrical in every respect and almost monotonous in their same- 
ness. Throughout England the absence of able-bodied men was 
very noticeable. On all sides the women and old men gave assur- 
ance that Kaiser Bill’s finish wasn’t far off then. 

Arriving at Southampton, the Company marched several miles 
to an English rest camp, which seemed to be operated by American 
Jackies. The following morning the men had their throats ex- 
amined and left at 2.30 p.m. for the dock, at which the Company 
embarked on a speedy little steamer for Le Havre. The comforts 
offered by this boat were similar to those offered by sardine cans 
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except that the oil was lacking. Nevertheless, it was a ride worth 
the money. Le Havre was reached about 3.30 A.m., and the 
Company disembarked at 8 a.m. The camp to which the men 
were marched, from the standpoint of a landscape artist, was 
ideally located, as it overlooked the major part of the city and 
harbor. From the standpoint of a buck private, however, with 
a rifle and 70-pound pack, it made him wonder what some of the 
real horrors of the war were like. 

Upon arriving at the so-called “ rest camp’ 
assigned to conical ‘‘ squad ” tents, 12 men to the tent. Then did 
the short man come into his own. The six-footer had his troubles, 
for he could neither stretch out nor curl up. The stay at this 
camp was devoid of any pleasure except that derived from eating 
smoked herring and drinking tea and watching the German pris- 
oners amuse themselves on a trapeze and horizontal bar inside the 
prison camp, while the members of the camp qualified as guests 
of the British by making little rocks out of big ones along the roads 
outside the fence. No passes to the city of Le Havre were 
allowed. 

On September 3 there was the customary inspection of quarters 
and equipment by a British colonel. On the following morning 
packs were rolled before breakfast, and, after loafing around all 
day, the Company made a three-mile hike to the station and was 
loaded into French box cars, 30 men to the car, each car containing 
three days’ rations. Every one understood that this was the last 
lap of the journey and would end somewhere near the front. The 
men were more or less eager to get back into the little four-wheel 
cages after the sportive frolic at the rest camp. 

At Neufchateau, Companies E and F parted, Company F going 
to Sorey (Meuse) and E to Pompey (Meurthe-et-Moselle), at the 
junction of the two rivers, where it arrived at 9 a.m. The men 
loafed around near the station at Pompey for the remainder of the 
day. No one seemed to know why they were there, and no small 
degree of unrest was caused by signs posted everywhere ordering 
gas masks to be worn in the alert position. That apparently did 
not apply to the members of Company E, however, for they had 
neither gas masks nor steel helmets. About dusk the order was 
given to sling packs, and the Company marched about a half mile 
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north of the town, where “‘ pup ” tents were pitched for the night. 

It was here that the rumble of the artillery was heard for the 
first time, coming from the general direction of Metz. After two 
days the Company moved into billets in the town, and the men 
spent their time fixing up the kitchen and policing up around the 
billets. Several bloodless battles with John Barleycorn’s European 
allies were fought and won here in Pompey. The chief items of 
interest, aside from the good beer that could be purchased in 
town, were, the aéroplanes that were continually tempting the 
local anti-aircraft batteries, and the employees of the big steel 
plant, who were mostly buxom lassies clad in bloomers. 

The realization that a war was in progress was forcibly driven 
home a few nights after arriving in Pompey, by a Fritz airman 
who, after taking a few practice shots at the steel plant, pulled 
the end gate and went home. It seems that the Fritz airmen 
had a habit of following up the Moselle River every night, except 
the very brightest moonlight nights, and dropping samples of 
their wares whenever the spirit moved them. It was surprising 
what comparatively small damage those bombs did, although it 
seemed to every one, from the jar and noise of their explosions, 
that there couldn’t be much left of the plant. About the only 
protective measures taken against these raids were the shutting 
down of the machinery and causing a smoke screen to envelop 
the plant. The approach of a plane was announced by means 
of asiren. A single blast certainly moved the natives to hunt their 
dugouts, and it was not long before every one in the Company 
learned to follow them. The victims of these raids were mostly 
women and children working at the plant. 

A few days after the arrival at Pompey, Capt. Pritchard, then 
of Company D, appeared with an order calling for a detachment 
from Company E. Lieut. Sellnow and 75 men were detailed, 
and assisted Company D as water guards during the St. Mihiel 
drive, where some real action was seen and experienced. 

On September 10 Lieut. Sellnow and men arrived at Griscourt, 
where they spent a few days getting acclimated. On Friday, the 
13th, Lieut. Sellnow and 15 men from the 26th and 27th Engineers, 
with a French cart loaded with water-supply material, started out 
for Bois de Four, about 5 kilometers south of Thiaucourt. The 
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Bois de Four was well beyond what had been the German front- 
line trenches, and the reverse slope of the hill had been a favorite 
place of residence for the Germans for four years, being honey- 
combed with dugouts. The objective was finally reached, but 
none of the party, as they look back upon the traffic jams and 
steep, sloppy hill of Regniéville, can figure out just how they did 
it. The Regniéville-Thiaucourt road connecting with the Paris- 
Metz highway passed through what had been No Man’s Land for 
four years. The German positions were a labyrinth of trenches 
and a maze of barbed wire, and through the village of Regniéville 
the road was absolutely non-existent. By the following evening, 
the reservoirs, located as they were, just ahead of the heavy 
artillery, had been completed, a water train had arrived, and the 
Water Service was functioning. These reservoirs were located 
in a wooded section, which, according to high authority, was 
scheduled to be blown off the map by the Germans most any old 
time. With this thought ever present in their minds, the feelings 
of the men can easily be imagined, when they were suddenly 
raised off the ground by the report of a battery of 6-in. howitzers 
situated in the nearby woods. Lieut. Sellnow and 8 men left the 
main detachment in the woods and proceeded to Thiaucourt. 
Here an investigation of the city water system was made and the 
damage done by the retreating Germans repaired. 

It was about this time that Sergts. Baker and Gingrich, in 
charge of the detachment assisting Company D, chafing under 
the restraint imposed by their responsibility, threw restraint and 
discretion aside and decided to see a little of the war themselves. 
Leaving the “ gang”’ in charge of corporals, and with no little 
lateral play in their knees, they started out in the general direction 
of the front. Their indomitable courage and strategic ability 
were rewarded by what was probably the first important capture 
accorded to Company E. Without shedding a drop of red blood, 
these two men captured, single-handed, one German canteen 
filled with a Milwaukee odor. 

On September 17 the Company was reassembled at Pompey, 
and that same night left in Mack motor trucks for Les Islettes- 
en-Argonne, traveling by night in the rain and sleeping by day. 
They arrived at Les Islettes early on the morning of September 20. 
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Here they rolled in for the remainder of the night in some deserted 
buildings. One experiences rather a creepy feeling when ordered 
to wear a gas mask in the alert position, at the same time being 
forbidden to light even a cigarette, when he can neither hear nor 
see anything to cause alarm. The men found out, the next morn- 
ing, that they were among the very first American soldiers in that 
town, and were only 5 miles from the front-line trenches. 

This sudden shift from Pompey to Les Islettes was a great ex- 
perience for all who took part in it. The American First Army, 
under which all of Company E’s work was performed, immediately 
after the successful St. Mihiel offensive, was shifted across the area 
west of Verdun, the troops, guns, and trucks moving at night. 
Only “ holding ”’ troops were left on the scene of the St. Mihiel 
drive. The result of the secrecy with which the move was com- 
pleted was apparent in the complete success of the ensuing offen- 
sive. There is probably no question that the Germans knew an 
offensive was coming, but they were utterly unprepared for an 
attack of the magnitude which developed, and at so early a date. 

A few days after arrival at Les Islettes, the Company having 
been assigned to Les Islettes district corresponding with the 
I Corps area, 4 advance parties were equipped and sent out to 
follow the impending drive and establish the necessary water 
points. Each party consisted of 1 lieutenant and 20 men. One 
of these parties followed up the valley of the Aire River, one along 
the ridge of the Forét d’Argonne, one in the valley of the Aisne, 
and the fourth on the hills east of the Aisne. These parties 
remained in the field practically without relief for 49 days, estab- 
lishing water points, investigating water of doubtful sources, and, 
in general, doing everything within their power to keep the dough- 
boys from getting thirsty and the guns from getting too hot. 

The work of the pioneer parties was arduous and not without 
hazard. Their task was that of performing skilled labor in the 
territory which received the full benefit of the German back-area 
shelling, without protection and without the excitement and satis- 
faction of striking back. The party in the Aire Valley and on 
the hills to the east followed up the 42d and 35th Divisions in the 
hard fighting that resulted in the capture of Varennes, Cheppy, 
Charpentry, Fléville, and Exermont, the latter being a particu- 
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larly unhealthy spot. The party in the Argonne Forest had a 
different condition to meet. The topography of that portion 
of the forest north of Les Islettes is in general a ridge or backbone 
which carries the main road through the forest in a generally 
north and south direction. Very deep ravines, with exceedingly 
steep sides, lead away to the east and west of the ridge. Water 
was abundant in the ravines but very scarce on the ridge, and 
the mission of this party was to make water accessible to the 
ridge road, which they succeeded in doing. Most of the service 
in this sub-area was for the benefit of the 77th Division. 

areat difficulty was experienced in rationing these pioneer parties 
from Company Headquarters. The Company transportation 
was meager, consisting of four motor trucks which had an annoy- 
ing habit of all breaking down at one and the same time, Con- 
tinual rain through October made travel through the forest a matter 
of great difficulty, while the congestion of traffic on the roads east 
and west of the forest made a day’s work out of a journey of a few 
miles. Consequently, it took at least two days to carry food to 
all of the parties and water guards. However, the pioneer parties 
proved capable of taking care of themselves, and, at times, when 
the Company ration trucks were delayed, “ rustled ’’ rations from 
the nearest organization. Divisions were uniformly generous 
to the pioneer parties, upon learning the nature of their work. 
They were ready to swap “ bread ”’ for water. 

Though it may not seem so to the reader, it is nevertheless true 
that one of the most provoking things the pioneer parties had to 
put up with was the transport furnished. This, in nearly all 
cases, consisted of a strong, heavily built combat wagon and a 
dandy set of 4-up harness. More to keep this harness from drag- 
ging than for any other reason, four little hybrids, resembling 
Jersey mosquitoes in build, were furnished for each wagon. Their 
capacity for hay soon proved to be greater than for work, and in 
negotiating even the slightest grade it was usually necessary to 
add ten to twenty units of man power. In this manner the men 
followed the drive across No Man’s Land. 

The parties were continually under shell fire, but, due to luck 
more than anything else, losses were confined for the most part 
to animals and equipment. On October 10, Corp. 8S. K. Smith 
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was killed, and Privates Teeple and McLoughlan were wounded, 
by the explosion of a German slow-fuse mine in a little valley 
near Chatel. Three days later, Private Olson was severely 
wounded by shrapnel at La Besogne Farm, near Mareq. These 
men were all from the party of Lieut. Sellnow. A few days later, 
Private Elmer E. Garner, of Lieut. Forfar’s party, while installing 
a canvas tank at Epinonville, was wounded in the head by a piece 
of shell. 

On the 14th of October, Headquarters moved from Les Islettes 
to a wooded crossroads west of Varennes, known as “ Abri du 
Crochet.” Five days later Capt. Knapp was relieved from com- 
mand of Company E and Capt. John C. Pritchard, transferred 
from Company D, was put in command. Meanwhile the pioneer 
parties followed close behind the drive at all times, and some- 
times too close for real comfort. Working out from Abri du 
Crochet, permanent water points were constructed at La Chalade, 
Varennes, Cheppy, Charpentry, Abri du Crochet, Aprémont, 
Fléville, Exermont, north of Cornay, Lancon, Grandham, two 
points on the right of the Forét d’Argonne, and one point in the 
old No Man’s Land in the Argonne (for filling locomotives on the 
narrow-gage railroad). In addition to the above, mobile purifi- 
cation trucks were operated at Varennes, Cheppy, Charpentry, 
Aprémont, Fléville, Vienne le Chateau, La Harzée, Lancon, Chatel 
Chehery. Some of these were later replaced by permanent in- 
stallations consisting of power pump, tower, and tank. 

On October 27 the Company Headquarters were moved for- 
ward to Chatel, and on November 5 to Buzancy. Meanwhile 
three of the pioneer parties continued to follow the advance in the 
new Argonne-Meuse offensive. Owing to the rapidity of this ad- 
vance, the work consisted mainly of reconnaisance and the trans- 
mission of water information. The parties worked as far forward 
as Angécourt near Sedan, covering an area from a line from St. 
Juvin to Grand Pré, to a line from Chemery to Angécourt. These 
parties were recalled on November 15. Semi-permanent water 
points were installed at Buzancy, Sommauthe, Fossé, and St. 
Juvin. Railroad filling stations on the Varennes-Grand Pré 
Railroad were installed at Varennes, St. Juvin, Mareq, and Grand 
Pré. Preparations were made, just before the Armistice, to swing 
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the pioneer parties to the east, crossing the Meuse and thus to fol- 
low the proposed First Army offensive on the flanking movement 
toward Metz. 

It was during the rapid advance immediately after the 2d of 
November, when the German resistance in this sector was broken, 
that Lieut. Joseph A. Tinsman, the Sanitary Corps officer attached 
to this Company, was fatally wounded. Lieut. Tinsman had 
started from Verpel with a “ chloro-pump,” with the avowed in- 
tention of advancing till he could catch up with the infantry and 
supply them with water. He was caught in a traffic jam between 
Harricourt and Sommauthe, a German battery ‘‘ opened up ”’ on 
the road, and during the course of the shelling Lieut. Tinsman re- 
ceived a wound which ultimately caused his death.  Tireless, 
energetic, wrapped up in his work, a good soldier and a competent 
officer, Lieut. Tinsman met a soldier’s death in the performance of 
his duty, leaving a revered memory with all who knew him. 

To Sergt. Hart and party, working on a steel tank and tower at 
Cheppy, belongs the distinction of being the first outfit of the 26th 
Engineers to pose for the ‘‘ movies.’’ On about the 15th of Octo- 
ber they were filmed by the Signal Corps. 

On November 11 two pioneer parties were located at Raucourt 
and one at Angécourt, the main body of the Company being in 
Buzaney. The air had been full of rumors for a week concerning 
the abdication of the Kaiser, the assassination of the Kaiser, the 
‘apture of Sedan, the capture of Metz, armistice terms, and what 
not. When the heavy cannonading of November 11 suddenly 
ceased at 11 A.m., the Company was loath to believe that the end 
had really come until authentic news came forward that the Armis- 
tice was actually in effect. The general attitude of practically all 
soldiers was expressed by the oft-repeated words, ‘‘ Thank God, 
it’s all over!” 

On November 15, owing to the small demand, the former troop 
concentration no longer existing, the operation of practically all 
water points in the Argonne district was discontinued and the 
operators at these points recalled. On this same date Company E 
relieved Company C in the operation of 14 water points in the 
Dieue District south of Verdun. 


Active operations on the Argonne front having ceased after 
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November 11, the Third Army was formed to advance as the Army 
of Occupation. The main artery of supplies for the Third Army, 
during its march and after the occupation of German territory, 
was the railroad running north from Conflans through Longuyon 
and Luxemburg, and thence along the Moselle River to Coblenz. 
At Verdun there was a connection with the main line running south 
to the main supply depots. The line between Verdun and Con- 
flans, however, passed through what had been No Man’s Land 
in one of the fiercest conflicts of the war, and required complete 
reconstruction from Verdun to Etain. Cn November 17 the 
Company was transferred to Faubourg Pavé, an eastern suburb 
of Verdun, and went to work installing locomotive-filling points 
between Verdun and Conflans. By strenuous efforts the water 
supply kept up with the track laying, and finally anticipated it. 
In all, eight points were installed, as follows: Verdun, both ends 
of the Tavannes Tunnel, Eix, Etain, Darmont, and Conflans. All 
of these, except the Conflans plant, were operated by the Company 
until about the middle of December. Then they were taken over 
by United States railway troops. Repairs were also made to the 
cast-iron pipe system in the Conflans railroad yard, and the entire 
French water system put in operation. This work was of great 
importance, since as many as 23 trains, of 30 cars each, passed over 
this Verdun-Conflans line in one day, with supplies for the Third 
Army. 

About December 1 salvage operations were started on all points 
not in operation in the district south of a line from Varennes to 
Cumieres. All material salvaged was hauled to the Army Engineer 
Park at Dombasle. 

On November 21 a detail of 40 men under Lieut. Fletcher was 
sent with two companies of the 37th Engineers to investigate and 
repair the railroad water points between Conflans, Longuyon, and 
Coblenz on the Rhine. This detail was a part of the first two 
hundred Americans to arrive in Coblenz. The party returned to 
the Company on December 22. 

On December 22 the operators in the Dieue District were re- 
called. The Company had resumed military training shortly 
after arriving at Faubourg Pavé, and this was continued until 
December 30, when the Company entrained at Verdun for Bor- 
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deaux, arriving at Bourg-sur-Gironde, near Bordeaux, on January 


2, 1918. 

Company E was assisted in its work from September 27, 1918, 
until December 8, 1918, by Company I of the 59th Pioneer 
Infantry. 
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Company F began its existence as an organization at Camp 
Dix, N. J., on Friday, April 19, when Capt. Dwight Horton, Ist 
Lieut. Fred J. Stewart, and Sergt. John J. Pederson were assigned 
to the Company. On April 20, 2d Lieut. Clarence E. Ericsson 
was assigned. No further increase was made until April 24, when 
15 enlisted men were added. On April 29, Ist Lieut. Lionel M. 
Levine was assigned for duty, and the same day the Company 
mess, in charge of Sergt. Stilling, was opened. May 6, Ist Lieut. 
Garland L. Rounds was assigned to the Company, which by that 
time had increased in strength to 5 officers and 95 enlisted men. 

The usual daily drills were commenced as soon as the first 
recruits were assigned to the Company, a school for non-com- 
missioned officers was later opened under Lieut. Rounds, and before 
long the Company began to assume a military atmosphere. A 
spirit of interest was manifested by the personnel, and success was 
not only registered in the drills but also in other lines. On May 30 
the representatives of the Company won the cup in the 78th Divi- 
sion track meet at Camp Dix, N. J., and on July 4 the Company 
took part in the divisional review. The company spirit, was well 
illustrated by the singing class, conducted by Sergts. Fulton 
and Nelson. One hour each day was devoted to this work, and 
every man in the Company participated. A concert was given 
by the entire Company at the Y. M. C. A. auditorium, and again 
camp honors were carried away by ‘‘ Singing Company F.”’ While 
participating in these amusements the Company began intensive 
training for overseas duty, and the same enthusiasm was evident 
in the work. Several days were spent on the rifle range, gas drills 
were introduced, and practice marches made. On July 18 the 
“ hour gas hike ”’ was taken, and the following day the Company 
was passed through the gas chamber. On August 8, 2d Lieut. 
William +H. Withington was assigned to the Company, and two 
days later Ist Lieut. Albert H. Jewell, of the Sanitary Corps, was 
attached. 
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After weeks of anxious waiting, on Saturday morning, August 
17, at 6.15, the Company, together with Company E, left the regi- 
mental area for duty overseas. The total strength at this time 
was 7 officers and 246 enlisted men. There were also attached 
to Company F 10 enlisted men and 1 officer of the Regimental 
Medical Detachment. The Medical Officer and half of the enlisted 
personnel were assigned to duty with Company E, but for purposes 
of simplicity in the paper work incident to transportation over- 
seas, the entire detail was attached to Company F. At 7.15 
A.M., the Company left Camp Dix station, arriving in Jersey City 
at 10.30 a.m. It remained on the pier at the Jersey City station 
until 2.30 p.m. before being taken by the ferry to Pier 20, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., the port of embarkation. At 4 p.m. the Company was 
ordered aboard the steamer Jtal/a, and at 6 p.m. the Italia steamed 
out into the harbor, where it anchored for the night. 

At noon, Sunday, August 18, accompanied by several other 
transports and a convoy of cruisers, destroyers, and aéroplanes, 
the voyage to France began. The entire voyage was without 
incident. Ideal weather prevailed, and the monotony of the trip 
was broken only by the various submarine and troop guards, 
daily boat drills, semaphore practice, physical exercises, physical 
inspections, and cold salt-water baths. The food provided on 
board the ship for the enlisted men was a great disappointment 
to them.. The quantity and variety were ample, but the prepara- 
tion by “ steam cookers ”’ was so different from what had obtained 
in the training camp that many of the men ate very little that was 
produced in the ship’s galley, and lived principally on what they 
purchased from the ship’s sales commissary. 

On Friday, August 30, the Jtalia steamed up St. George’s 
Channel toward Liverpool. A little before dusk the hills of Ireland 
and Wales came into sight. The skipper of the ship pointed out 
the location of the home of England’s Premier, fondly calling him 
“‘ Lloydie ” George. Dusk gradually changed into blackest night, 
but the intermittent flashes from lighthouses along the coast were 
a welcome change from the constant blackness of the previous 
nights of the voyage. Daylight of Saturday, August 31, found 
the Italia gradually working her way to the docks. The land- 
scape spread out to view in the morning light created a deep im- 
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pression on the troops, who were seeing foreign soil for the first 
time. The town, on the water’s edge, with its closely set houses 
and thousands of chimneys, the tiny outlying fields, apparently 
manicured that very morning, surrounded by beautifully kept 
hedges or carefully laid stone walls, gave truth to the pictures and 
illustrations of old English novels and fairy tales. 

At 9 a.m., the Company disembarked from the steamer at the 
Custom House Pier, Liverpool, England, and marched through 
the streets of the city to the Great Central Railway Station. The 
line of march was thronged with people who had gathered to 
welcome the ‘‘ Yanks.’”’ With bands playing and the flags of the 
Allies waving on all sides, Company F was escorted to the station, 
where at 10 a.m. it entrained for the trip across England This 
trip proved of considerable interest, and the scenery was admired 
by every one. At 7 p.m. the Company arrived at Southampton, 
where it remained in a rest camp until the following day. At 
6 p.m. the Company again embarked, and under the cover of dark- 
ness crossed the English Channel, arriving at Le Havre, France, 
at 3 a.m. It was not until eight o’clock, however, that orders 
were given to disembark. 

A French band played popular American airs as the men marched 
down the gangplank, but the absence of cheering civilians was very 
noticeable. The long years of suffering were written on the faces 
of the people who came out of their houses or stores to watch the 
Americans march through the streets, and their welcome, which 
consisted mostly of a simple handshake with a word of cheer, was 
very sincere. 

From Le Havre the Company marched 5 kilometers to a rest 
camp, and spent the next few days in washing clothes and resting 
after their Jong voyage. September 4, at 10 p.m., orders were 
given to entrain. The men were loaded into French freight 
cars labeled for 40 men or 8 horses, but which actually were 
designed for only 20 men, and moved to the front. After a 
three days’ journey the Company reached Sorcy-sur-Meuse, the 
American railhead for the St. Mihiel sector, and detrained at 7.30 
P.M. Since there were barracks for but half of the men, it was 
necessary for two platoons to pitch “ pup” tents. This work was 
done in the rain, and without the aid of lights, the latter being pro- 
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hibited on account of air raids. The Company remained at Sorecy 
until Thursday, September 12, during which time details consist- 
ing of practically the entire Company, under Lieuts. Levine, 
Ericsson, and Withington, were placed on duty with the 21st 
Engineers, on light railway repair and construction work. 

On the night of September 12, the opening day of the famous 
St. Mihiel offensive, a detachment of 70 men under Lieut. Stewart 
was ordered to proceed to Bernécourt, a village just behind the 
trenches that had been vacated that morning by the advancing 
American troops. The trip from Sorey was made in three motor 
trucks which were obtained from the 21st Engineers. The party 
was joined at Bernécourt by Lieut. Rounds and a French wagon 
train of 12 two-wheel carts with water-supply equipment for Com- 
pany F. As it was impossible to make further progress during 
the night, the men were billeted in the ruins of the town, where 
they slept until daybreak. The surroundings during the first 
night at the front were not particularly conducive to sleep. The 
weird aspect of the ruined buildings was enhanced by the reflec- 
tions from the flare rockets being used by the advancing “ dough- 
boys,” and from the anti-aircraft searchlight rays in their constant 
hunt for the Boche planes high overhead. Occasionally a plane 
would drop a few bombs, probably intended for the demolition of 
an American ammunition dump, and above everything else was 
the thundering of cannon mixed with the rattle of small arms. 

The heavy barrage of the morning had not greatly impressed 
any of the party, as every one had formed some idea of what to 
expect. All knew, from the preparations being made, that there 
was to be a drive, and certain culminating events which occurred 
on the night of September 11 led every one to expect the drive 
to start the following morning. Everything that occurred was 
taken as a matter of course by the men of Company F, principally 
because they had no time to think about what was taking place 
around them. Only twenty-five days had elapsed from the time 
they had last looked upon the shores of America. They were now 
at the front in France, being called upon to do their bit with Amer- 
ica’s First Army in its first drive against a foe which had all but 
defeated the combined armies of the principal allies. The duty 
assigned to the Company in this offensive was to supply water to 
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the troops and animals of the divisions attached to the IV American 
Corps. The members of the Company did not know what kind 
of tools or equipment would be available for the work. Neither 
did they know what kind of construction would be applicable 
to the available sources of water supply. They merely knew 
that they were on hand with a willingness to do their best and 
make the most of whatever was available. 

On the morning of the 13th two working parties were organized 
to follow the advancing infantry, Lieut. Stewart being in command 
of one and Lieut. Rounds the other. The first thing that forced 
itself on the two officers was that they had to furnish breakfast 
to the hungry personnel. There was food, but the Regimental 
Supply Department had overlooked furnishing stoves of any 
description. It was then that Company F did its first salvaging, 
and at the same time learned that it was now necessary to look 
after itself and not depend on others. Some organization had 
inadvertently unloaded a field range behind a dilapidated building 
and for the moment had left it unguarded. In the wink of an eye, 
the range was the property of Lieut. Stewart’s detail, and within 
ten minutes Cooks Julius Devogel and Charles Baker had a break- 
fast of ‘ stew ” and coffee well started. This field range remained 
with the Company until late in December, when the Company was 
ordered to rid itself of all equipment and proceed to the embarka- 
tion camp at Bordeaux. It was many times repaired by Private 
J. G. Simonson, the Company’s sheet-metal worker. During the 
preparation of breakfast, Lieut. Rounds’s detail was successful 
in salvaging another field range, which remained the property 
of the Company until the order was received to go into Germany 
with the Army of Occupation. 

A few hours after Lieuts. Rounds and Stewart ead marched 
forward with their detachments, the remainder of the Company 
arrived at Bernécourt in trucks, and two other parties were im- 
mediately sent out under Lieuts. Levine and Ericsson. Each 
party was accompanied by three of the French carts which trans- 
ported their equipment and supplies. Company Headquarters 
remained at Bernécourt until the following day, September 14, 
when it was moved to Pannes, a village centrally located in the 
recaptured territory of the St. Mihiel salient. 
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The work of the advance parties was pioneer in character. 
Canvas reservoirs for drinking water were installed at various 
important points along the main roads and as close to the line of 
resistance as concealment for the water carts and tank trucks 
was obtainable. Water was hauled to these reservoirs by motor 
tank trucks, which filled at mobile purification trucks placed in 


Cart aNd Tank TrucK FILLING STaTION AND ANIMAL WATER TROUGH ON 
Avocourt-VERY Roan. 
Supplied from 1 350-gal. steel tank on tower filled by gasoline engine-driven 
pump from a spring. (Argonne Meuse offensive.) 


operation along the Rupt de Mad, the only streem in the recap- 
tured area. In addition to installing these canvas tanks, hand 
pumps were repaired or installed at water points, wells and lavoirs 
(French wash houses) were cleaned, horse troughs erected, streams 
paved for use by animals, storage tanks erected, and mobile 
purification trucks placed. 

The area assigned to the Company in this offensive included the 
section over which the greatest advance was made by the infantry. 
The various detachments covered this area very thoroughly, and 
every available source of water supply was developed. The four 
working parties maintained contact with themselves and with 
adjacent water-supply troops. On the right, contact was main- 
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tained with Company D, 26th Engineers, under Capt. John C. 
Pritchard, and on the left, with Company D of the 37th Engineers, 
which for this emergency was acting as a water-supply company. 
The water-supply troops of the entire area were serving under the 
advice of the officers of Company B, 26th Engineers, who prior to 
the drive had developed the water supply in the area up to the 
lines occupied by the American troops. In addition to establish- 
ing water points, a reconnaisance of the recaptured area was made 
by the Company officers, which furnished valuable information 
for the Intelligence Department of the Water Service. 

An unexpected difficulty in this first experience of occupying 
former enemy territory was the temptation to hunt souvenirs 
when there was work to be done. However, after the first day 
the men realized that the work should be done first and souvenir 
hunting later. Some of the men gathered enormous quantities 
of relics which they later discarded when they saw that they could 
obtain such things any time they chose, and that the extra weight 
during a march under heavy packs did not help them along the 
shell-torn roads. During the five or six days spent by the Com- 
pany in this area, no food of any kind could be provided the 
details by the Company organization, and it was necessary to beg, 
borrow, and steal from other organizations. Thanks for assist- 
ance is due a supply company from the Ist Division. It is be- 
lieved that this organization was the 26th Supply Company. Its 
generosity kept at least one of the details, Lieut. Stewart’s, from 
being very uncomfortable from hunger. 

During the offensive the entire Company was under continual — 
shell fire, but only two casualties resulted. Sergt. Barton and 
Corp. DeVault were injured by shell fragments at Pannes, on the 
night of September 16, and were sent to the hospital for treat- 
ment. The shell which injured the men also killed two of the 
Company mules. This incident is worthy of mention in that it 
shows to what extent the good fortune of the Company obtained 
during its participation in events at the front. The two men 
above mentioned, together with the driver of the mules, were 
sitting or lying under an escort wagon to which the two mules 
were tied. The shell fell in the midst of the men, and the explosion 
tore the mules and wagon into small bits and scattered them over a 
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large area. The two men were injured and the driver was not 
even touched. After the explosion, the corner of the blanket on 
which the driver was lying was hanging in the shell hole. This 
incident is typical of many which occurred during the offensives. 

On September 17, the advance in the St. Mihiel sector having 
practically ceased, Capt. Horton and Lieut. Rounds were ordered 
to proceed immediately to Auzéville on the Argonne-Meuse front, 
and Lieut. F. J. Stewart was left in command of the Company. 
Lieut. Withington was the only officer at Company Headquarters 
when Capt. Horton and Lieut. Rounds were taken away, and his 
information consisted of instructions to assemble the Company 
and await probable orders to move somewhere. This bit of infor- 
mation was supplemented by a map showing the location of 
Auzéville. September 18 the Company was reassembled at 
Pannes, and at 6 P.M. moved to St. Baussant, where it remained 
until the following night. 

The day of September 19 was spent in cleaning out some German 
shell-proof troop quarters in which it was planned to shelter the 
men until orders were received to move. 

A German water-supply material dump in St. Baussant was 
straightened up, and material and usable equipment cleaned and 
placed where it would be protected from loss and disorder. The 
grounds about the quarters and dump were cleaned of their filth, 
drainage ditches were dug, and by 3.30 p.m. the place was in a 
very livable condition, and was perhaps the best housing the 
Company had up to the time headquarters was established at 
Nouart, in November. 

On September 19, about 5.30 p.m., orders were received to pro- 
ceed to Auzéville. At 10 p.m., after turning over all engineer 
equipment to Company B, 26th Engineers, at St. Baussant, the 
march began. The march orders required that the movement 
be made under cover of darkness. The Company was accom- 
panied by a 5-ton truck which carried the kitchen and supplies. 
With but one truck to haul the food, tools, kitchen equipment, 
baggage, cooks, and men who had become lame and sick, it was 
necessary to load to the limit of space, and consequently the 
weight was probably twice the capacity of the truck. Hence 
it is not to be wondered at that the truck continually became stuck 


COMPANY F. 657 


in shell holes along the road. It was unloaded and loaded several 
times during the first leg of the journey, and did not arrive at the 
first camping place until about three hours after the Company 
had gone to sleep. Rain fell continuously during the night, and 
the roads, damaged by enemy shell fire, were nearly impassable. 
The men were carrying packs with full equipment, and had con- 
siderably more weight than is normally carried by foot troops on a 
long march. The longer it rained the more weight the men had to 
carry, and the footing became more and more difficult. Added 
to this the men were tired, to start with, having worked hard 
during the day to get their quarters and grounds in a livable con- 
dition. Corp. LoBello, the smallest but not the least mighty 
man in the Company, excited considerable comment from passing 
troops due to the size of his pack compared with his own size. 
One ‘“ doughboy ” was curious to know why he wanted to be 
“ packing ’’ a dead man around with him. A stop was made in 
the village of Mont Sec, and water for filling canteens was ob- 
tained. Mont Sec was probably one of the strongest fortifications 
which the Germans possessed, but the American troops had taken 
it so quickly that the Huns did not know what had happened. 
Progress was slow and difficult, and at 3.30 a.m. of the 20th, after 
climbing a long, steep hill, camp was made in the big forest between 
Woinville and St. Mihiel. Some of the men pitched “ pup” 
tents and others found German dugouts. Lieut. Levine rolled 
himself up in a shelter-half, lay down in a ditch beside the road, 
and was asleep immediately. In the darkness and rain he was 
several times mistaken for a log. 

After breakfast had been prepared and eaten, all went to bed 
again and slept the balance of the day. The rain ceased at day- 
light, and by evening all felt more cheerful although very stiff and 
tired. At 8.45 p.m. the march was continued under command of 
Lieut. Levine, and at 11 p.m. the Company arrived at the entrance 
to the town of St. Mihiel, where it was necessary to repair a mined 
road before the truck could proceed. While engaged in this work, 
air raids, which had begun over the town at nine o’clock, were 
continued, and, no other cover being available, it was necessary 
to deploy the Company and take advantage of the shelter offered 
by the drainage ditches on either side of the road. The raids 
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continued at short intervals until 2 a.M., when a runner arrived 
from Lieut. Stewart, who had preceded the Company into the 
town, with orders to fall back to the woods one kilometer from the 
town and camp for the remainder of the night. The next morn- 
ing, in order to continue the march without attracting undue 
attention, the Company was split into small detachments, and, 
taking advantage of cover, marched to Rupt, where it was re- 
assembled at 3 p.m. At 11.30 p.m., the Company was picked up 
by motor trucks which were brought by Lieut. Stewart who had 
gone on to Auzéville during the day for the purpose of getting more 
transportation. Auzéville was reached next morning, and head- 
quarters was established and the men billeted. 

On September 22 Capt. Dwight Horton, due to the manner in 
which his work had been planned and executed during the St. 
Mihiel offensive, was appointed Sector Water Supply Officer of the 
Northern Sector, First Army. This sector included the whole 
of the Argonne-Meuse front. Lieut. G. L. Rounds was appointed 
engineer supply officer for the water-supply companies operating 
in the Northern Sector, and Ist Lieut. Fred J. Stewart was made 
acting commanding officer of Company F. 

Preparations were immediately commenced for the work to be 
done by the Company in the expected offensive. Water-supply 
equipment was cgncentrated. Six Mack cargo trucks, mobile 
purification trucks, blacksmith shop, and laboratory were assigned 
to the Company, and also an assortment of small power pumps, 
pipe, tanks, pipe fittings, horse troughs, and engineer tools. A 
permanent. water-filling station was erected at Vraincourt by a 
working party from the Company under Lieut. Levine and Lieut. 
Ericsson, and repairs were made on four canvas reservoirs in the 
Bois de Hesse by a party under Lieut. Withington. 

With the beginning of the Argonne-Meuse offensive on Sep- 
tember 26, 4 advance parties of 20 men each were sent out to 
follow the infantry and artillery of divisions attached to the 
V Corps and do the customary pioneer water-supply work. These 
parties were in charge of Lieut. Levine, Lieut. Ericsson, Sergt. 
Stevenson, and Sergt. Fulton. Each party was accompanied by 
an escort wagon which transported the rations and engineering 


equipment. These advance parties proceeded by forced marches. 


‘ 


COMPANY F. 659 


to areas immediately behind the line of resistance, and there 
developed the water resources at hand. September 27, Lieut. 
Withington was sent out with a party of 20 men to install semi- 
permanent cart- and truck-filling points. The first installation 
was made at Avocourt, where there was an important road june- 
tion. After the first stage of the offensive was completed, the 
pioneer parties also began work on semi-permanent water points. 


ANIMAL WATERING Potnt aT CIERGES ON SMALL STREAM. 
Stone-paved approach to right of bridge. Fence enclosing the pool. 


During the first few days of the offensive of September 26, it 
was again impossible to get rations to the pioneer parties, due to 
the impassable condition of roads across the old No Man’s Land. 
Hundreds of ration and supply trucks were mixed in the traffic 
jams at the edge of No Man’s Land, and could not move until 
the road engineers had built temporary roads, which they did by 
working day and night. In places where fighting had been going 
on for four years, the roads between the two lines of resistance 
were entirely obliterated, and in their places were areas of great 
shell holes. Thus it was again necessary to resort to begging from 
those who had a few extra rations. Two of the details were for- 
tunate in salvaging a small quantity of provisions from abandoned 
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German kitchens. Sergt. Stevenson’s detail at Montfaucon 
succeeded in obtaining enough German flour to last for about 
two weeks. 

The work of the parties installing semi-permanent water points 
consisted primarily in the erection of a small power pump at an 
available source of supply, usually a spring, and connecting it by 
a 2-in. or 4-in. pipe line to a 1 300-gal. steel tank elevated on a 
wooden tower. The water was delivered from the tank to stand- 
pipes erected at the sides of roads, accessible to water carts or 
motor tank trucks. In many cases it was necessary to build a 
special road turnout, so as to prevent congestion of traffic on the 
principal highways. The semi-permanent plants often displaced 
mobile purification trucks, which could be moved forward with 
the advancing combatant troops and put into operation in thirty 
minutes after arrival at the source of supply. Lieut. A. H. Jewell 
was in charge of these trucks and also of the sanitary reconnaissance 
of the Company sector. ; 

Company Headquarters and Headquarters of the Water Supply 
Officer, Northern Sector, were moved to Recicourt on September 
28, in order to be nearer the advancing pioneer parties and the 
water-supply dump at Dombasle. During the sojourn at Reci- 
court, Major Fricke, the regimental surgeon, established an in- 
firmary and succeeded in having a dentist, Lieut. Cowan, assigned 
to duty. The services given by both were appreciated very much 
both by the men of the regiment and by casual officers and men 
in need of attention. 

On October 4, Company K, 59th Pioneer Infantry, Capt. Davis 
commanding, was attached to Company F for duty. The men 
of the Pioneer Infantry were used as labor troops and as guards 

.at the various water points that had been constructed by Company 
F. The large number of men who were required to guard and 
operate the ever-increasing number of water points had gradually 
reduced the available strength of Company F to a number which 
would not permit of full working crews on construction. The 
Pioneer Infantry relieved this difficulty, and the willingness of its 
men to do hard work brought many favorable comments from 
detachment commanders. Capt. Davis, although reporting to 
an officer his junior in rank, realized that all were working for the 
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same cause, and showed a great willingness to do every duty 
that was asked of him. The Pioneer Infantry remained with 
Company F until the latter commenced its journey to the Rhine. 

From October 5 to 30, while waiting for a renewal of the offen- 
sive, all of the working parties were engaged on semi-permanent 
installations. On October 25, Company Headquarters were 
moved from Recicourt to a point one kilometer south of Cierges. 
Capt. Horton still maintained the Northern Sector Headquarters 
with Company F, as the latter continued to operate in the center 
of the sector. This simplified the matter of transportation and 
communication with the two companies on the flanks. It was 
also rumored that the officers attached to Northern Sector Head- 
quarters did not object to the quality of the meals which were 
served from the Company F kitchen by Mess Sergt. Stilling 
and his cooks. Major Fricke continued to operate his infirmary, 
and was often called on to give aid to wounded and sick. The 
Company Headquarters at Cierges was situated between the latter 
village and the town of Montfaucon, on the reverse slope of a 
rather high hill, so that it was rather inconspicuous. For the 
greater part of the time there were many troops and batteries 
in the vicinity, but none close enough to draw attention to the 
spot occupied by Company F. Consequently the officers and 
men about headquarters were enabled to view with comparative 
safety the result of shell fire put over by the Germans in search of 
batteries and troop camps which occupied almost every woods and 
clump of brush in the area. Air fights during the day and bombing 
“parties ”’ at night were continually taking place. Each day a 
few shrapnel or high explosive shells would fall close to Company 
Headquarters, but the greater part of the day held no such un- 
pleasantness. The field parties were assisted in their operations 
by the untiring efforts of Truck Sergt. Quintette and drivers F. E. 
Thompson, Pelham, Warner, Bendelow, D. C. Smith, C. C. Cooper, 
and Bosworth, who often drove day and night over the artillery- 
swept roads in order to deliver supplies and equipment to the 
working parties. The assistants of these drivers are also deserving 
of a great deal of credit for their faithful work. 

Lieut. Fletcher reported to the Company on October 29, and 
acted as liaison officer between the division engineers in the V 
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Corps area and the commanding officer of the Company. He 
was also engaged in reconnaissance work within the Company 
sector, and gathered much valuable information relative to the 
water supply close to the ever-advancing front. He remained 
with the Company until November 7, when he was called away by 
Regimental Headquarters to construct watering stations for loco- 
motives on narrow and standard gage railroads operated by the 
First Army. 

On November 1 the Argonne-Meuse drive was renewed. Sergt. 
Koyle replaced Sergt. Stevenson, and the four former advance 
parties, doing pioneer water-supply work, followed the advance 
of the combatant troops who went “ over the top ” on that morn- 
ing. These advance parties attempted to develop the water sources 
behind the advancing troops, but the advance was so rapid that 
the parties were forced to leave a wide expanse of territory unde- 
veloped and proceed by marches to the areas immediately behind 
the line held by the infantry and there establish the water points. 
Wells and springs were cleaned, and curbing built around them. 
Hand pumps were installed at points accessible for water carts. 
Mobile purification trucks were placed near the front. Road- 
ways at and around cart-filling stations were built and repaired. 
Old civilian wash houses were cleaned out, many being in a very 
filthy condition. Hand pumps were installed at wash houses 
where conditions warranted. On November 2, reserve parties, 
under Lieut. Withington, Sergt. Stevenson, and Sergt. Rogers, 
were placed in the field, doing work of a character similar to that 
done by the advance parties at places which of necessity had been 
left unserved during the hurried advance. These reserve parties 
installed power pumps, and in some cases hand pumps, at mobile 
purification truck locations, so that the trucks could be released 
for use farther ahead or at other points where needed. 

Pvt. Schellhammer was wounded by a shell at Banthéville, No- 
vember 1, while waiting with a side car for Lieut.-Col. Scheiden- 
helm, Regimental Commander, who had gone forward afoot. 

On November 5 the Company Headquarters was moved to 
Nouart, Department of Meuse, and located in the ‘‘ Haus Mari- 
anne.” This was a large French farmhouse situated on the Bu- 
zancy-Nouart-Stenay highway on the east edge of the village of 


: 

rs 


COMPANY F. 663 


Nouart. The house had evidently been taken over by the Ger- 
mans in their first advance into France in 1914, and had been 
occupied by them ever since. How they came to name the build- 
ing ‘‘ Haus Marianne” is not known. House naming seemed to 
have been a fad in this village, however, for almost all the better 
houses had a name painted in large letters across the front. At 
Nouart, Company F had the most comfortable quarters during the 
whole of its sojourn in Europe, and it was with a great deal of regret 
that they were abandoned when orders were received to proceed 
into Germany. At Nouart orders were received relieving Capt. 
Horton from further duty with the Company and appointing Lieut. 
Stewart as commanding officer. The latter had acted as Company 
commander since September 19 and had successfully led the Com- 
pany during the Argonne-Meuse offensive. Second Lieut. Joseph 
I. Murray, Sanitary Corps, was attached to the Company at this 
time. Lieut. Cowan, Dental Corps, was sent to Buzancy with 
Company E, 26th Engineers. On November 13 three of the 
advance parties were moved to the east bank of the Meuse and 
began the investigation of the water-supply system of the city of 
Stenay, together with the repair of a bath and laundry and de- 
lousing plant south of Stenay on the Verdun road. 

November 15 orders were received to mobilize the Company at 
Liny-devant-Dun and prepare to join the advance into Germany. 
The assembling of the Company was completed at 5.30 p.m. on 
November 16. Second Lieut. James F. Blake was attached 
to the Company at Liny-devant-Dun and also Second Lieut. 
Trowbridge with 37 men from the 301st Water Tank Train and 
Ist Lieut. R. V. Donnelly. Lieut. Rounds returned to the Com- 
pany from Northern Sector Headquarters. A great deal of 
difficulty was experienced in assembling the men on such short 
notice, due to the fact that it was necessary to pick them all up 
during the night of the 15th. Those of the men who were not at 
Company Headquarters or with one of the advance working details 
were on guard or working as operators at the various water points 
which had been installed by Company F. At night there was very 
little call for water after eleven o’clock, and consequently the 
men were asleep in dugouts, old buildings, and in various out-of- 
the-way places in the woods, which made it exceedingly difficult 
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to find them. However, by working all night, Lieuts. Withington 
and Jewell finally collected all the men except three and brought 
them to headquarters on trucks. It had also been necessary to 
notify all the men of the 59th Pioneer Infantry to return imme- 
diately to their own company. The three men not collected that 
night were Putman, Turner, and Edward Thompson. The two 
former were on duty with the Quartermaster Corps, doing pipe 
fitting at a large gasoline station in Clermont-en-Argonne. Thomp- 
son was operating a pumping plant at Banthéville and could not 
be found, as he had gone to bed, it being nearly morning when the 
trucks arrived at his station. He remained on duty until all the 
American troops had moved away from his area, and when he 
could not get anything more to eat, he walked into Dun-sur-Meuse 
for rations and there found that the Company had gone into 
Germany. The three men, together with Sergt. Crank, who had 
remained with Capt. Horton as chauffeur, joined the Company 
at Mullenbach, Germany, being brought there by Regimental 
Chaplain Sterrett and Lieut. Sellnow of Company E. 

November 17, at 1.17 A.m., orders were received to equip the 
Company with clothes and divide the Company, tools, equipment, 
and rations into two equal parts, — one part to report to the 32d 
Division at Marville and one part to 2d Division at Stenay, by 
6 p.m. on November 17. The Company commander was to alter- 
nate between the two divisions for one week at a time, and to 
spend the first week with the 32d Division. The detachment 
with the 32d Division was placed in charge of Lieut. Rounds and 
the one with the 2d Division in charge of Lieut. Levine. The 
total strength of the Company at the beginning of the movement 
with the Army of Occupation was 280 men and 10 officers. There 
were six 53-ton Mack cargo trucks, one 23-ton trailer, ten ?-ton 
White water-tank trucks, three motorcycle side-cars, one sterilab, 
two chloropumps, and one mobile laboratory, making a total of 
twenty-six motor-driven vehicles and one trailer. There were 
four complete sets of pipe-fitting tools, an assortment of pipe and 
pipe fittings, four complete sets of 75-ft. horse-watering troughs, 
several tarpaulins to be used as linings for storage reservoirs, four 
small power pumping units, six hand pumps with hose connec- 
tions, an assortment of earth-working tools, four complete sets of 
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carpenters’ tools and five days’ rations. It was somewhat of a 
“hurry-up ” job to divide the men and equipment into two parts, 
distribute new clothes, and complete the movement on time. 
However, by hard work, the task was accomplished, and at 4.30 
in the afternoon the two detachments reported to their respective 
divisions, one and one-half hours ahead of schedule. A plan of 
action was mapped out by which the detachments would follow 
the advance section or reconnaissance engineers and do reconnais- 
sance work in water supply. This work consisted of posting signs 
showing where potable water could be obtained and indicating 
which sources of supply should not be used for drinking. Sources 
of supply were cleaned up and repaired and bacteriological tests 
were made of many sources of supply. 

The move into Germany was attended with a great deal of 
pleasure, although there was a certain amount of hardship. The 
work itself was not difficult, and new and interesting country was 
being seen daily. However, the weather was chilly, and for the 
most part the men were billeted in buildings without heat of any 
kind. Food was scarce with the detachment accompanying the 
32d Division, due to the fact that insufficient trucks were avail- 
able to make the long haul from the railhead. Two meals a day, 
consisting of black coffee, hard tack, and canned corned beef 
(“canned Willie ’’) were often the order. , The detachment with 
the 2d Division fared better in so far as rations were concerned. 

A few prisoners were taken by a detail under Lieut. Withington. 
Three German soldiers had failed to clear the territory in specified 
time, and the detail, doing reconnaissance work with the advance 
guard, had run on to them. The prisoners were sent back to the 
military police. 

The impressions gained of the German inhabitants by the men 
and officers of Company F were of a varied character, as was evi- 
denced by the arguments which occurred after the return from 
Germany. All apparently seemed to think that any pleasant 
advances made by the inhabitants were merely as propaganda 
to gain favor with the Americans. The treatment was as fair, 
probably, as could be expected from a defeated people. Only in 
the city of Coblenz was there a wholesale evidence of the overbear- 
ing character of the Prussian, and it was exceedingly difficult to 


COMPANY F. 667 


refrain from taking offense at the impoliteness of the inhabitants. 
The inclination of most of the Americans was to settle difficulties 
right on the spot by means of the “‘ manly art.” 

Under orders of the Chief Engineer, Third Army, Lieuts. Rounds 
and Donnelly were, on December 5, sent into Coblenz to make 
valuations and investigations of public utilities situated along the 
River Rhine. This work lasted until December 12, when the two 
officers returned to the Company. The work done by the Com- 
pany was apparently appreciated, as it was several times men- 
tioned by various officers of the two divisions. 

It might be well to add that, due to the great lack of motor tank 
transportation, it was impossible to get sufficient gasoline to move 
the two divisions as rapidly as was desired. By an arrangement 
with the supply officers of the two divisional engineer regiments, a 
number of the water tank trucks with Company I, 301st Water 
Tank Train, were put into the gasoline service. The arrange- 
ment was very much appreciated, and was frequently spoken of 
as having made possible the forward movement of the truck trans- 
portation of the two divisions. 

The line of march of the two detachments and Company Head- 
quarters was maintained as indicated below: 


DETACHMENT WITH DivIsIoN. 


November 18 — Marville, France. 
19 — Marville to Longwy. 
20 — Longwy to Neiderkirchen, Luxemburg. 
21 — Neiderkirchen to Dommeldange. 
22 — Dommeldange to Gonderdange. 
23 — Gonderdange to Hemstal. 
30 — Hemstal to Rosport. 
December 1— Rosport to Welschbillig, Germany. 
2 — Welschbillig to Zemmer. 
5 — Zemmer to Himmerod. 
6 — Himmerod to Gemunden. 
7 — Gemunden to Kelberg. 
8 — Kelberg to Kaisersech. 
9 — Kaisersech to Mayen. 
10 — Mayen to Welling. 
11 — Welling to Saffig. 
13 — Saffig to Urmitz. 
14 — Urmitz to Heimbach. 
15 — Heimbach to Oberbieber, crossing Rhine at Engers. 
16 — Oberbieber to Neuendorf. 
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DETACHMENT WITH 2p DiIvIsIoNn. 


November 17 — Liny-devant-Dun to Stenay to Chauveney-le-Chateau, 
France. 
18 — Chauveney-le-Chateau to Harnoncourt. } 
20 — Harnoncourt to Miex-le-Tige, Belgium. } 
21 — Miex-le-Tige to Hobscheid, Luxemburg. 
22 — Hobschied to Reckingen. 
23 — Reckingen to Rollingen. 
23 to 30 — The Detachment remained at Rollingen. 
December 1— Rollingen to Lahr, Germany. 
2 — Lahr to Oberweiler. 
3 — Oberweiler to Schénecken. 
4 and 5 — The Detachment remained at Schénecken. 
6 — Schénecken to Gerolstein. 
7 — Gerolstein to Dreis. 
8 — Dreis to Aderfarhof. 
9 — Aderfarhof to Ahrweiler. 
10 — Ahrweiler to Remagen-am-Rhine. 
11, 12, and 13 — Detachment remained at Remagen. 
14 — Crossed Rhine at Remagen and proceeded to Bendorf. 
15 — Remained at Bendorf. 
16 — Recrossed Rhine to Neuendorf to assemble. 


Company HEADQUARTERS. 


November 16 — Liny-devant-Dun, France. 
17 — Liny-devant-Dun to Marville. 
18 — Marville to Longwy. 
20 — Longwy to Petange, Luxemburg. 
21 — Petange to Walferdange. 
22 — Walferdange to Niederanwen. 
23 — Niederanwen to Consdorf. 
24 to December 1 — At Consdorf. 
December 1—  Consdorf to Welschbillig, Germany. 
2 — Welschbillig to Oberweiler. 
3 — Oberweiler to Schénecken. 
6 — Schénecken to Daun. 
7 — Daun to Mullenbach. 
9 — Mullenbach to Mayen. 
10 — Mayen to Ochtendung. 
11 — Ochtendung to Bassenheim. 
13 — Bassenheim to Sayn, crossing Rhine at Engers. 
16 — Sayn to Neuendorf, where entire Company assembled. 


After completing the march to the Rhine with the Third Army, 
the reconnaissance parties were ordered to leave their respective 
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divisions and return to Neuendorf, on the Rhine, where the Com- 
pany was to be assembled. Rumors began to spread rapidly 
that the four companies of the 26th Engineers which had remained 
in France were preparing to return to the United States, and that 
Companies C and F with the Third Army would be ordered to 
return to the Regiment and embark with them. Enthusiasm was 
displayed by the entire Company F in the daily drills at Neuen- 
dorf, and reached a higher stage when Company C of the 26th 
Engineers likewise began to assemble in Neuendorf. On December 
18 orders were received stating that the work of the water-supply 
companies with the Third Army was completed and that imme- 
diate preparations should be made to return to the regiment in 
France. In compliance with these orders, the water-supply 
material and trucks were turned over to the Chief Engineer, Third 
Army. The following day the companies marched from Neuen- 
dorf to Coblenz, where they entrained at 10 a.m. for Sorey-sur- 
Meuse, France. 

December 20, 6 p.m., the two companies detrained at Sorcy 
and were billeted in the wooden barracks of the 22d Light Railway 
Engineers, near the railhead. The following morning, due to the 
congested condition of the barracks, Company C moved into the 
town of Sorcy-sur-Meuse, where Companies A and B of the 26th 
Engineers had assembled, the remainder of the Regiment having 
remained at Verdun. 

From December 20 to December 30 Company F remained at.. 
Sorcy. Infantry drills were held each day, and the men were 
issued new equipment. On December 30 the movement to the 
base port was ordered, and after waiting three hours in the rain 
the regimental train, with Headquarters and Companies D and 
FE, arrived from Verdun. At 9 p.m. Companies A, B, C, and F 
had entrained, and at 11.30 p.m. the train left Sorey. The next 
two days were spent on the train. The men were badly crowded 
in the freight cars, but, contrary to the usual custom of the French 
railroads, an excellent schedule was maintained, and the Regiment 
arrived at Bourg (30 kilometers from Bordeaux) at 6 a.M., January 
2, where it detrained. The billeting accommodations in Bourg 
being very limited, Company F was marched to Pregnac-et- 
Gazelles (Plumet), 6 kilometers from Bourg, where billets had been 
secured by Lieut. Levine. 
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At Pregnac-et-Gazelles a schedule was adopted similar to the one 
used in Sorey. Infantry drills were held daily, and preparations 
were made for the movement overseas. Although considerable 
impatience was displayed in the anxiety to start home, a great 
deal of pleasure was derived from the stay at Pregnac, and many 
pleasant memories of the quaint little village will ever remain with 
the Company. 
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CAMOUFLAGED Canvas TANK. 
A forward Water Point during Argonne- Meuse offensive. 
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REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS. 


The 26th Engineers was organized in accordance with General 
Order 108, War Department, 1917, which, among other things, 
authorized a Regimental Headquarters consisting of 6 officers and 
38 enlisted men. Major E. H. Whitlock acted as first command- 
ing officer of the new Regiment, beginning September 10, 1917, 
but was soon succeeded by Col. E. J. Dent, Engineers. As the 
other officers who had been assigned to the Regiment reported for 
duty, Capt. Robert Boettger was designated adjutant and Capt. 
W. M. Shallcross, supply officer. 

Enlisted men were first assigned on November 15, having been 
selected in part from the personnel of the several companies, but 
mostly from men who were already on duty at Regimental Head- 
quarters. During the remainder of their stay in the United States 
they were very busy receiving recruits who were coming in every 
day, clothing and equipping them, and otherwise taking care of 
them in their first steps in the army. 

In January, 1918, three men of Regimental Headquarters were 
selected as officer material and sent to the Third Officers’ Training 
Camp at Camp Dix, N.J. These men were: Sergt. G. A. Ketchum, 
Private C. B. Dewees, and Private V.C. Compton. After gradua- 
tion they were sent to a camp in the southern part of the United 
States and received commissions as second lieutenants. 

The following March, Company C was instructed to prepare 
for overseas service. At the same time, orders were received to 
send a part of the enlisted personnel of Regimental Headquarters 
to France, where they were very badly needed. As a result of 
these orders, the following men, all of Regimental Headquarters, 
accompanied Company C to France during the latter part of 
March, 1918: Master Engineer Chas. E. Duvall, Master Engineer 
William H. Worden, Master Engineer F. B. Barns, Master Engi- 
neer Geo. W. Duncan, Sergt. Jos. G. Kraft, Private E. R. Hoffman, 
Private A. T. Kuys, Private R. T. Lacey. 

Despite this loss of part of its personnel, the affairs of Regimental 
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Headquarters continued to move along very smoothly, the only 
bad reports being the number of bottles collected in its area by 
the O.D. About the middle of April a 26th Engineers band (vol- 
unteer) was organized, and was quartered and messed with Regi- 
mental Headquarters. The resulting difficulties were as few 
as could be expected, and the nightly band practice aided in 
establishing a mutual friendship. Finally, scores were evened 
by giving the band a cold shower bath. 

About the middle of May, 1918, word was received for Regi- 
mental Headquarters and Company D to prepare for immediate 
overseas service. On May 22 they were duly inspected and 
reported ready, but orders to move to the port of embarkation 
were not received until about June 18. They left Camp Dix by 
train about 1 a.m. of the 22d of June and proceeded to Jersey City, 
thence via ferry boat to the army docks at Hoboken. Before 
noon they had embarked on the U. S. transport President Grant 
(formerly a German ship). The vessel left the dock about 4 P.M. 
and steamed down the harbor for the night with all troops below 
deck. The following morning, alas! the 26th Engineers con- 
tingent was compelled to watch the departure of the remainder 
of the convoy, for the refrigerating plant of the President Grant 
had broken down. 

It was necessary to repair the plant at once, for there were 40 
carloads of beef on board. On returning to the dock, part of the 
troops disembarked immediately, but those of the 26th Engineers 
did not receive orders to disembark until June 25. They then 
transferred to a ferry boat which took them to Long Island City, 
where they entrained for Camp Mills, L. I. Arriving there in the 
late afternoon, they marched two miles to several rows of tents 
which had been assigned to them. Here they remained until 
June 29, fighting the dust during the day and the cold at night. 
Nearly every one got ‘‘ aéroplane neck,”’ for there were a dozen or 
more machines in the air all the time from the nearby Mineola 
Aviation Field. The planes could also be heard at night, since the 
pilots were practicing night maneuvering. 

On the morning of June 29 they left Camp Mills via train and 
ferry boat for the Hoboken docks, where they again embarked on 
the President Grant. Most of the other troops on board were 
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colored, some of them being June automatic replacement men 
drafted from the South. Many had never before been ten miles 
away from home. In the afternoon the ship dropped down the 
harbor for the night, this time with every one on deck and the band 
playing. Then early on the morning of June 30, the passengers 
watched the Statue of Liberty fade from sight, and were indeed 
on their way to France. 

As senior army officer on board, Col. Dent was in command of 
the troops, over five thousand in number. This entailed a lot of 
work, especially for Regimental Headquarters. The band of the 
colored troops gave daily concerts. One of the favorite sayings 
of the negro soldiers, whenever anything was dropped, was: “ Ser- 
geant, take his name.”’ Time passed quickly, and on the evening 
of July 12, the harbor of Brest was reached. Preparations were 
made at once for debarkation, and early on the morning of July 
13 the troops were lightered to shore. Prior to leaving the boat, 
arrangements had been made to provide two days’ rations for all 
troops on board. A detail of ‘‘ duskies”’ from the South was 
selected for this task. It was readily discernible that they had 


had little military training. However, they did manage to give a 


good imitation of a “ mob scene,” and finally became a hopeless 
black mixture, while trying to execute the commands given them. 
In desperation, Col. Dent took charge. To his commands they 
responded with a will (?), and the work was finally finished. 
Though the Regimental Headquarters personnel thumbed their 
“ 1.D.R.’s ” industriously, none of them ever found quoted therein 
the commands given that day by Col. Dent. 

With Regimental Headquarters leading the column, the march 
was begun to Pontanezen Barracks, a distance of about three and 
one-half miles. This march tried the spirit of every man, as it 
was a very hard grind, under heavy packs, after being on board 
ship for two weeks. Because of it, the first experience in France 
remains an unpleasant memory to most of the men present. 

Shortly after reaching Pontanezen Barracks, Regimental Head- 
quarters and Company D parted, the latter leaving for Baccarat, 
near the Vosges Mountains, on eastern front. Regimental Head- 
quarters, however, remained until July 26, taking life easy. The 
hardest work was “ Pedro” playing. Here the 34th Engineers, 
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left behind at Camp Dix, caught up with the contingent of the 26th 
Engineers. 

On July 26 Regimental Headquarters marched back to Brest 
and entrained for Neufchateau, Headquarters First Army. The 
trip was made in ‘‘ 40 Hommes — 8 Chevaux”’ cars. This was 
the introduction of Regimental Headquarters to “ side-door”’ 
pullmans, and was one not likely to be forgotten. It did not seem 
possible that eight horses could be transported in a car of that 
size. This excursion (?) lasted four days and four nights. There 
may have been worse ways of spending a night in France than 
riding in a “ box-ear,’”’ but, if so, they were not discovered. It 
may be said that the story of ‘‘ Four Nights in a Box-Car ” would 
make that of “Ten Nights in a Barroom” seem more like a 
comedy than a tragedy. Nevertheless, the trip had its many 
humorous incidents. The Chaplain, for example,—he spoke 
French like a native (of China), — gave the boys many happy 
hours. During a short stop, the Chaplain, by use of the wigwag, 
semaphore, and his French (?), endeavored to ask a native by- 
stander the name of a nearby town. The native laughed heartily 
and replied to his question in choicest English. 

Arriving at Neufchateau on July 30, the men made themselves 
at home in an old French barracks where there was plenty of room, 
and no one had to sleep under a crack in the roof. Here were 
fought the first battles of Vin Blane and Cognac Hill, with the 
usual results. In the meantime First Army Headquarters had 
moved from Neufchdteau to La Ferté-sous-Jouarre (in the 
Chateau-Thierry region), and the personnel of Regimental 
Headquarters was used to organize the Office of Chief Engineer, 
Second Army. 

In this neighborhood the men first learned that there really 
was a war in France. Eight of them were called upon to drive 
trucks carrying men and ammunition to the front, and, though 
this work only lasted a week, they had many an interesting tale 
to tell when they rejoined their fellows. 

During the stay at Neufchateau, Col. Dent was transferred to 
the 104th Engineers. This loss was felt very keenly. Capt. 
Arthur H. Pratt, of Company B, then assumed command of the 
Regiment. 
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In due course, the Office of Chief Engineer, Second Army, in- 
cluding the Regimental Headquarters, 26th Engineers, was mys- 
teriously ordered to change places with the corresponding office 
of First Army, and on August 13 entrained for La Ferté-sous- 
Jouarre, going via Chaumont and inoisy-le-Sec (near Paris). The 
destination was reached in the evening of August 14, and Capt. 
Knight piloted the men to their new quarters. Entering La Ferté 
reminded one of the ‘“‘ Great White Way,” — it was so different. 
Not a light was to be seen, nor hardly a sound to be heard. The 
very evident fact that the railroad station had been recently 
bombed was mighty impressive. 

The next day was spent in establishing the Office of Chief Engi- 
neer, who was now called the ‘“ Chief Engineer, Paris Group.” 
The “ Paris Group” comprised the American troops in the ter- 
ritory around and beyond Chateau-Thierry. By this time, how- 
ever, the American troops were being gradually withdrawn and 
replaced by French troops, — all in preparation for the St. Mihiel 
drive. 

On the second night of the stay in La Ferté, an “ alert”? was 
sounded about 10 p.m., by buglers and bells. That meant that a 
German plane was overhead. The men were watching the 
searchlights playing over the sky, searching for the plane, when 
suddenly the Boche dropped a bomb or two and seemed to be 
coming their way. A mad scramble for a nearby cellar ensued, 
and it was discovered that 30 men could squeeze through a single 
doorway at one and the same time, all without the slightest (?) 
difficulty. A few seconds later a tremendous explosion was heard 
and felt. Upon investigation (when all had become quiet) it was 
found that the nearest bomb had exploded about one hundred 
yards from their billet. During this raid a total of 9 bombs 
was dropped and several members of the 37th Engineers were 
killed. 

In the earlier days at La Ferté, rations were drawn from the 
French, and discovery was made of what had become of all the 
army mules. However, since no one in Regimental Headquarters 
actually found a horseshoe in his “slum,” things went happily. 
It must be admitted that, when again obtainable, the United 
States army ration was the more appreciated. 
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On September 16 migration was resumed. The Office of Chief 
Engineer, Paris Group, moved to Toul, again becoming the 
Office of Chief Engineer, Second Army. All members of Regi- 
mental Headquarters, with the exception of six enlisted men and 
two officers, accompanied it. The officers and men left behind 
were held pending orders to go to Tours, but later received orders 
to report at First Army Headquarters at Void. Leaving La Ferté 
on September 22, they entrained for Void, via Chateau-Thierry, 
Chalons, Bar-le-Duc, and Toul. At Void they joined the Office 
of Chief Engineer, First Army, completing the personnel of the 
Water Supply Service Headquarters. 

Here several members rejoined Regimental Headquarters, 
coming from Second Army. During the stay at Void a complete 
change in officer personnel was made. Captain Boettger was 
relieved as adjutant by Lieut. Wells of Company C, and Capt. 
Shallcross was relieved as supply officer by Capt. Chambers of 
Company A. Capt. F. W. Scheidenhelm, Water Supply Officer, 
First Army, and previously attached to the Regiment, was pro- 
moted to major and given command of the Regiment. One 
month later, he was promoted to lieutenant-colonel and continued 
in command. From about October 1, therefore, Regimental 
Headquarters played a dual part, being Headquarters for the 
Regiment and Headquarters for the Water Supply Service of the 
First Army. Great difficulty was experienced in the administra- 
tion of the Regiment because the companies were so widely sepa- 
rated. It was well-nigh impossible to get reports of what those 
companies were doing which were operating in the Services of Sup- 
ply and in the Second Army. Later the Regiment was equally 
divided, there being two companies in each of the three armies. 

The latter part of October, the Office of Chief Engineer, First 
Army, moved to Souilly (Meuse), and was followed on October 29 
by Regimental Headquarters, now functioning mainly as First 
Army Water Supply Headquarters. Some of the hardest work, 
along all lines, was done at Souilly. Here the Supply Department 
was called upon to play ‘“‘ Santa Claus” to the companies, and 
undertook the arduous task of outfitting all members of the 26th 
Engineers with a winter outfit, including, of course, a new uniform. 
The magnitude of this task can be realized when it is stated that 
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the Supply Office at this time comprised two officers and four 
enlisted men, and that, in addition to this, they were, at the same 
time, looking after the technical supplies for the entire First Army 
Water Supply Service. Although it has been rumored that the only 
thing issued to the men of the companies at this time that came 
anywhere near being a fit were their collar ornaments, still the 
good intentions of this small force must be considered, and they 
should be given credit for what they accomplished. 

During this time the remainder of Regimental Headquarters 
personnel was having considerable difficulty in keeping up with 
the work that was pressing to be done. Unfortunately, the 
twenty-four hours of each day could not be lengthened. Upon 
the signing of the Armistice there was joy everywhere, except at 
Regimental Headquarters at Souilly. It was there that General 
Sherman’s famous remark was revised to read: ‘“‘ War is O.K., 
but Peace is Hell!’’ For now it became necessary to record for 
posterity how it had all been done. 

As Christmas time drew near, it was decided that a double ban- 
quet should be held in celebration. Regimental Supply Sergt. 
Chellis was given full charge of ‘‘ rustling ”’ the one thing essential 
to all banquets,— food. Four days elapsed without hearing 
anything from Sergt. Chellis, but on Christmas Eve he tele- 
phoned to Headquarters at Souilly. Regimental Sergeant Major 
Noblit then broke the news to the boys that Chellis had done 
everything except to secure the “bacon.” Things looked bad 
for having a real Christmas dinner. That night there was a 
solemn gathering in the kitchen. Every man was armed with a 
can-opener, while on the tables were neatly arranged tins of 
“canned William.”” To the tune of such remarks as, “ Well, 
turkey always did stick in my teeth,” all prepared to fall to on the 
“corned Willy.” Just then Sergt.-Major Noblit arrived, saving 
the day, for with him arrived nine rabbits. Gloom made a silent 
exit and spirits rose. A little later, Sergt. Chellis arrived on the 
scene after all, bringing with him turkeys, chickens, and all that 
goes with them. Thereupon the dreamed-of double banquet 
became a reality. 

About the middle of December word was received for the 26th 
Engineers to prepare for embarkation for the United States. Of 
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course this was hard to take. However, evérything was cleared 
up, and on December 29, Regimental Headquarters moved, via 
trucks, to Verdun, and there, with Companies D and E, it en- 
trained for Bordeaux for the first lap of the homeward journey. 
The remainder of the Regiment was picked up at Sorcy Gare that 
night, and for the first time in its history the companies and detach- 
ments of the 26th Engineers were together. 

The morning of January 2 found the Regiment ready to detrain 
at Bourg-sur-Gironde. Forty-eight days were spent in this town, 
awaiting transportation to the States, although even the most 
pessimistic had been able to find no reason for predicting a longer 
than three weeks’ stay in this town. 

During the stay at Bourg an epidemic of influenza caused the 
death, among others, of Private First Class Abner W. Snow, which 
was sincerely regretted by all who knew him. This death, occur- 
ring on February 7, 1919, was the only one in Regimental Head- 
quarters during the stay in France. 

Here, once more, the officers and men of Regimental Head- 
quarters discovered that their work was not completed; again 
Regimental Headquarters burned the midnight oil. However, 
since very little was done after midnight, one had all the morning 
(up to 6 a.m.) to himself. 

The above facts having proved conclusively who really won the 
war, it might be well to anticipate the question, sure to be asked, 
by stating that no one in Regimental Headquarters knows why 
two million other men were sent to France. There appears to he 
more excuse for the other members of the 26th Engineers than for 
outsiders. 
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REGIMENTAL MEDICAL DETACHMENT. 


An accurate account of the activities of the Medical Detach- 
ment of the 26th Engineers is difficult of compilation, due to the 
fact that until the regiment left the front on its long homeward 
journey the personnel of the Medical Detachment was never 
together in one place. Previous to that time the Medical Corps 
men were detailed or parceled out among the several separate 
commands of the regiment. Thus they shared the troubles and 
adventures, and helped to ease the ills, of the members of those 
separate commands. 

Taking the regiment as a whole, it may truthfully be said that 
the standard of health and physical efficiency was high. Due to 
the class of work for which the regiment was intended, most of the 
men came from civilian occupations requiring an outdoor life. 
They were unusually fit and clean — such was frequently the 
comment of outside medical officers called upon to make inspec- 
tions at the several embarkation and debarkation ports and 
camps. Be it said to the credit of the men that, in general, they 
came back as fit as when they sailed for France. And, aside from 
the grim effects of the influenza, there were very few deaths from 
disease among the members of the regiment. 

From the medical standpoint the history of the regiment during 
the stay at Camp Dix was characterized by quarantine after 
quarantine. The diseases— German measles (brought in by a 
spy, of course), ordinary measles, and scarlet fever — had no 
serious results. But, oh! how the quarantines did take the joy 
out of living! Then there were the inoculations and vaccina- 
tions. A “shot in the arm” probably proved to be good prepa- 
ration for more serious things in France, as well as being a 
safeguard against the typhoids and smallpox. Unlucky was he 
who. fainted in the process and consequently had to endure the 
‘“‘ kidding ” of his comrades. 

The special physical drill, peculiar to Saturdays and sometimes 


designated an “ inspection,’ was particularly popular. Conse- 
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quently the men soon became proficient and could go through it 
by the numbers. This drill persisted even after arrival abroad 
and after purely military drill had become secondary in importance. 

In France, living conditions were found to be very different 
from those enjoyed in the homely but comfortable cantonment 
in the States. Warm quarters were rare. Usually, blanket beds 
had to be made on stone floors or on damp ground, under a leaky 
roof, as likely as not. Once at the front, the men perforce spent 
night after night under the flimsy protection of a ‘“‘ pup ”’ tent or 
in a leaky, musty, and otherwise inhabited dugout. Often the 
rats and ‘“ cooties ”’ were inherited from previous occupants who 
had hastily removed toward the Rhine, under American persua- 
sion. The absolutely essential ban on fires at night resulted time 
and again in continuing dampness of shoes and clothing and 
blankets. 

Such conditions not merely demonstrated the fine physical 
condition of the men but also proved that morale was high and 
spirits right. Naturally enough in those days, the daily bills of 
fare were not selected by expert dietitians; frequently variety 
was limited or absent. But in general — thanks to the interest 
of the officers, the care of the mess sergeants, and the faithfulness 
of ration truck drivers — there was a sufficiency of food. As for 
the cooks, we “ cussed”’ them at the time, — for want of some- 
thing better to do, — but ‘here’s to them.” Their work was 
not of the showy sort, yet it bore heavily on health and spirits. 
They literally made the best out of what there was. 

During those days at the front the men of the 26th were scat- 
tered in many small detachments. It was impossible for the one 
medical officer, Major Fricke, to cover all of the ground himself, 
and so it was incumbent upon the enlisted men of the Medical 
Detachment to take care of the greater number of the pains and 
ills that arose. Magnificently did they do their part. But their 
number, too, was limited, and so some of them had to go back 
and forth among several details of men. Their mode of trans- 
portation was to ‘“ hike” or to ‘“ hop” a passing motor truck. 


Special mention may properly be made of Corporal Crikelair, 
Medical Corps, for his work with Company D in the Bois de 
Forges. His biggest job was rendering first aid to three men 
wounded by shell which landed in the kitchen dugout. 
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The regiment was fortunate in coming through with relatively 
few battle casualties, considering the fact that working details 
were usually within the shelled areas. A detailed account of the 
casualties would only serve to bring back sad memories to those 
whose less fortunate comrades were the victims. 

One casualty, however, may well be set forth here, constituting, 
as it does, an incident unique in the medical annals of the Ameri- 
can Expeditionary Forces: ‘‘ Red,” a sergeant, was brought into 
the infirmary at 2d Battalion Headquarters, then located west of 
Verdun at Recicourt. Head bound up, the patient stated that a 
big shell had exploded very close to him and had knocked out one 
of his eyes! Such a case is odd, but none the less serious, so the 
“Corps man ”’ lost no time in preparing the diagnosis tag, ready 
for evacuating the man to a real hospital in the rear. At this 
stage, however, “‘ Red”’ pulled from his pocket the fragments of 
his eye,— most gruesome! To the diagnosis tag was then added 
the further note that the eye was — of glass. Being hollow, its 
thin walls had actually been shattered by the concussion of a 
bursting shell! 

After the signing of the Armistice, living conditions naturally 
became somewhat better; drier quarters were gradually obtain- 
able, and clothing could be dried by fires day or night. With the 
exception of a few mild cases of influenza brought to Sorey from 
Germany by Company F, there was practically no sickness in the 
regiment until it had been about three weeks in the Bordeaux em- 
barkation area, centering, so far as the 26th Engineers was con- 
cerned, about Bourg-sur-Gironde. This was toward the end of 
January, 1919. At this late date, on the eve, so to speak, of sail- 
ing for home, there broke upon the regiment a heretofore avoided 
epidemic of the dreaded “ flu.” 

For nearly a month the disease held sway, and ultimately a 
total of five hospital ward tents, together with some smaller 
tents, were set up to form a field hospital on the beautiful grounds 
of the chateau which served as regimental headquarters at Bourg. 
The commanding officer, Lieut.-Col. Scheidenhelm, himself on 
sick leave, hurriedly rejoined the organization. Everything pos- 
sible was done to relieve the sick and to check the epidemic. For 
those still on their feet there were procured excess allowances of 
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blankets and clothing. For the sick, through the coéperation of 
the medical authorities of Base Section No. 2, there came tentage, 
cots, bedding, and medical supplies. Extra nurses were likewise 
furnished. 

The field hospital was placed in charge of Capt. M. B. Wesson, 
Medical Corps, who had joined the regiment just before it left 
the front and greatly aided Major Fricke, regimental surgeon, in 
carrying the burden. The American Red Cross organization 
helped mightily, by the loan of nurses and by furnishing special 
foods. When money was lacking, the several Company funds 
were freely offered for the benefit of the sick. Then there was 
Miss Dorothy Gerould, of the Y. M. C. A., who devoted herself 
unsparingly to the sick. By reason of her cheering attention and 
her preparation of special ‘“‘ treats’ in the way of food or drink, 
she was a much-appreciated source of aid and inspiration. And 
one cannot forget our good chaplain who busied himself with and 
for the sick, the dying, and the dead, day and night. 

Trying days were those! It was not until February 10 that 
the 160th, and last, case was reported. The greatest number of 
cases under treatment at one time was 90. Yet, everything 
considered, the death rate was not high. Ten comrades it was 
that we left in the United States Military Cemetery near Carbon 
Blanc in the Bordeaux area. 

Naturally a feeling of thanksgiving prevailed when on February 
19 the entire regiment marched away from Bourg and La Lustre 
and Plumet, on the 25-kilometer ‘“ hike” to the Embarkation 
Camp at Genicart, with its “ mill ’’ and its super-cleansings. 

In any tale, even though brief, of the Medical Detachment, one 
must not fail to mention the Sanitary Corps personnel. Serving 
in the same general corps of the army, namely, the Medical, they 
had been attached to the regiment for the especial purpose of 
dealing with the quality of the water which the Water-Supply 
Regiment furnished the armies. In their technical work these 
Sanitary Corps men were likewise scattered all over the front, and 
had fully their share of hardships. In fact, 1st Lieut. Jos. A. 
Tinsman, Sanitary Corps, of Company E, was the only officer of 
the regiment to lose his life. It was on November 4, while the 
American First Army was pushing strongly toward Sedan, that 
he was proceeding in charge of a “sterilab”’ northward from 
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Buzancy along a heavily shelled road. Traffic “ jammed” and 
the shelling continued, but he remained by his charge until a shell 
fragment struck him in the head. After a brave fight in a hos- 
pital, during which he learned of the Armistice, he passed to his 
own peace, on November 17, 1918. 

First Lieut. Hillis, Medical Corps, who was with the regiment 
at Camp Dix and went to France with the first companies, was 


OnE or THE Few WATER POINTS DOING SOLELY A “ BusInEss.” 

Hand pump (drawing from stream), Lyster bag with canteen-filling spigots 
and means for chlorinating water by hand (a duty of the water guard). (Ar- 
gonne-Meuse offensive.) 


soon after arrival transferred to an artillery organization. Hence 
during the active campaign Major Fricke was the only medical 
officer with the regiment. Until September, 1918, there had been 
no dental officer with the regiment. Then Ist Lieut. Vern L. 
Cowan, Dental Corps, was attached, and filled many an aching 
void. He continued meeting the neglected needs of the men 
until the departure from Bourg, when he was torn away to minis- 
ter unto others not so fortunate as to be homeward bound. 

The Medical and Sanitary Corps men were a picked lot, and well 
qualified for their work. Almost every man was either a college 
graduate or a student of medicine. Thrown frequently upon 
their own resources, they served their comrades faithfully and 
efficiently. By their work they earned a fully proportionate 
share in the honor accorded the regiment as a whole. 
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_ Now, in the twelfth month on the thirtieth day of the month, 
in the year which saw the downfall of the Hun, were gathered: 
together the six companies of the band of those who furnished 
water. From the four winds were they assembled; yea, even 
from the three armies were they called. From the First Army 
two companies, from the Second Army two companies, and from 
the Third Army two companies. And they were all in one place in 
a town called Sorcy, and they were glad, for they were going Home. 
Had not their captains given orders, saying, each to his company: 
Let us depart from hence and go elsewhere; there will we meet 
our comrades whom we have not seen, and when we are together. 
then we will all depart to our homes, yea, then shall each man go 
to his own house — in due time? 

So it happened that when all of the companies were assembled 
at Sorey, the men rejoiced and were glad. And they lifted up 
their voices and sang, even in the mud and in the snow they sang. 
And these were the words wherewith they showed their joy: Glo- 
rious! Glorious! Three firkins of wine for the four of us. 

Then said their leaders: Go to! it is not seemly thus to waste 
time singing. Mount ye into your wagons and let us be gone. 
But when the men saw the wagons, they were wroth, and spoke 
one unto another, saying: Is it in these things that we shall ride? 
Look ye, they are small and few in number, being but thirty and 
four, and we are many. We shall have no room. It is cold and 
we have no beds. Let them give us straw to lie upon. The M.P.’s 
may seek to drive us and more also, but we will not mount. And 
thus after the manner of soldiers, did they bicker. But amongst 
the multitude were some of keen eye and deep understanding. 
And these said: Look ye; Does not each man wish to go Home? 
Speak not of the M.P.’s._ They are pas bon. Ye know that we go 
to the sea and into the vessel prepared for us. See ve not that on 
the other side of these wagons there are still other wagons filled with 
straw? Let us mount, and when it is dark then we will salvage 
straw, beaucoup straw, so that every man shall have a bed unto 
himself. 
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Then did the men take cheer, and after they were in the wagons, 
when it was dark did they salvage straw and did make beds, for 
every man a bed. Only it was one large bed in each wagon 
whereon all did lie. 

Now there were in all, one thousand four hundred two score and 
three; and the wagons were thirty in number and four for the 
baggage. So it came about that there was a crowding in the 
wagons, but none murmured, for they said: We are going Home. 
Let us be content with our lot. And they were content. 

Now about midnight on the thirtieth day of the month, with 
much noise did they depart. And the wagons were fastened one 
to another lest any should be lost. 

Now it was in the winter-time and cold withal, and some did 
say: What is this? We are cold and there is no fire wherewith to 
be warm. Shall we perish with cold while we journey? We will 
not. Let us buy wine that we may make merry and forget our 
sorrows. And they did. And the wine was of good flavor and 
did hold within itself a mighty wallop. And they were warmed. 
And so throughout the journey some did drink and make merry. 

And for two nights and two days and another night did they 
travel, and, though they were crowded, yet did they not complain, 
for the journey was a swift one and interesting. Of meat and drink 
had they plenty; for meat they had willy and for drink vin rouge 
and for bread they had hard cakes of unleavened bread. 

So, on the morning of the second day of the first month of the 
New Year, at the cock-crow did they arrive at Bourg-sur-Gironde, 
which is hard by Bordeaux. 

Now it so happened that beside the wagons at their place of 
stopping, were many casks of wine. And seeing it, were the men 
in the nearest wagon glad. And one said to another: Seest thou 
that which I see? And he said: What seest thou? And the first 
replied: I see, as it were, much joy. Arise and let us partake; 
though it is yet early I have a marvelous thirst. And they took 
two casks within the wagon, and the last state of that wagon was 
worse than the first. For lo! when the morning came they were 
all happily irritated and did make merry, one with another. Now 
when those in command saw what had taken place they cried: 
This should not be thus. Lo, these men have drunk wine, and 
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upon strong drink have they looked, and yet have they not offered 
us of it. Go to, we will make an example of them. For we also 
have thirst. And they made an example of them and sent them 
off to prison. And there was peace in Bourg — for a time. And 
it rained. 

But after the men had been taken to their resting places there 
was a murmuring. And they said: Are we Germans that we 
should be thrust into barns, or Huns that we should be placed in 
houses without fires? Let us protest. And straightway they 
marched upon the hill called Cognac. And they climbed it. 
And there was a battle. And thus the protest was made. And 
they called it the Battle of Cognac Hill. And it rained. 

Now when the captains and the leaders heard of the battle, upon 
the hill called Cognac, they said one to another: We must make 
another example (after we have fought a little ourselves). And 
having fought a little they sent out men, strong men, to gather 
up the stragglers. And it was so. And there was peace amidst 
the rain. 

Then did the captains and the lieutenants band together against 
their men, and did take counsel against them lest the men wax fat 
and grow lazy in ease. And the days were filled with marches, 
and they drilled and were given in drills so that they groaned 
beneath their burden. And it rained. 

Now when the inhabitants of Bourg saw how these things came 
to pass they called together a council. And the wise men assem- 
bled and said: Let us take heed, lest we lose much silver. These 
men will cause much damage. Have they not broken up doors 
and stairways wherewith to warm themselves? Have they not 
broken windows? Have they not salvaged much firewood? They 
have. Go to; we will say naught until the day of their departure, 
lest they be wroth and buy no more vin blanc; but when they go, 
then will there be a day of reckoning. And even as they had 
spoken, so it later came about, for the bill was presented, even 
many bills, and much silver was required of the men, and they were | 
vexed. 

The land to which the children of the Water Supply had come 
was a fair land and a warm one withal. But at times it did rain 
and they were wet; and on account of this wetness a sickness 


5 


692 HISTORY OF THE 26TH ENGINEERS. 


descended upon them and many were sick. And when they saw 
that of this sickness some died, were the men dismayed. But 
while the sickness was raging there came to Bourg one who did 
more for the afflicted than many doctors. And the men said: 
She is as an angel. She goeth abroad speaking cheerily to all; 
she visiteth the sick and the afflicted. Is she not of our race and 
does she not speak our tongue? There is none like unto her in all 
the land. And her presence was like a draught of clear water 
when the sun shineth hot. 

Now among the six companies were two companies of a proud 
and haughty disposition. For, said one to the other: Are we of 
the common herd? Are we not better than the other four? Let 
us leave them to their barns and let us leave that upstart head- 
quarters in the Citadelle and let us parti. And they partied, one 
to one city and the other to another, and the names of the two 
cities are La Lustre and Plumet. And it rained. 

Now after a while it happened that one captain spake unto his 
men words of wisdom; and he opened his mouth and said: O men, 
it has come unto my ears that there are among you some who fear 
to place their shirts upon the floor lest they walk away and escape. 
Now it shall be, that upon the word of command, any man who 
has this fear shall step forward. And he said unto them: Step; 
and behold the whole assembly stepped. Then was there a hurry- 
ing to and fro, and the wires were kept hot, and a bathhouse was 
built and a cart bearing the fires of hell was brought, and all the 
men bathed and put their clothing in the cart, and received it in 
worse condition than before. And all were happy. 

And again the chiefs took counsel among themselves saying: 
Let us have a parade. And so it came to pass that on an afternoon 
the men were gathered together on a plain by tens and by hun- 
dreds and by thousands, and did march to and fro upon the plain. 
And the sound of their footsteps. was of the sound of a great 
host marching into battle. And when the sound of the harp and 
the sackbut, the dulcimer and the cymbal was heard, they did 
honor to their standard, the most beautiful the world has ever 
seen; and their hearts were uplifted. 

After these things were the men fatigued and they murmured 
again, saying: When do we go upon the ship? Our souls are weary 
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of this land. We no longer have work to do and we would depart, 
each to his own Home. How long, O chief, how long? And once 
more was there a battle upon the hill called Cognac. 

Then said their chief: Have patience; soon will we depart; be 
of good cheer. And even as he said, so it happened. For on the 
forty and eighth day of their sojourn they departed. Early in 
the morning they arose and girded up their loins; and having 
eaten, they departed bearing their burdens upon their backs. 
And it rained. 

And when they had journeyed all that day they came to a place 
whereon stood many buildings of wood, and when they saw it 
they were glad, for they said: On the morrow or the next day or 
the next will we be on the ship to take us to our own country. 
This is without a doubt the place called the Embarkation Camp. 
And they smiled one upon another. 

But it was not so, for again upon the morrow, after a night in 
the buildings of wood, were they called upon to take up their jour- 
ney. And there was a dissension among them, for said they: Are 
we not here? Why go we elsewhere? We know not why we go. 
But they went. 

Again they perceived buildings of wood and one, lifting up his 
eyes unto them while he was yet afar off, spoke, saying: Now 
know I where we go; that is the place called the Mill. And 
when they heard this, they were afraid and did whisper among 
themselves. 

Now when they approached this place strange noises were 
heard, as of souls in torment, so that their knees did shake and 
their bones become as water. But when they saw men leaving 
the Mill with clothing disarranged and with heavy burdens on 
their backs, they said: Are we not men also? Are we not as 
mighty as these we have seen coming out of the Mill? We are. 
Let us be of good courage. And they were no longer afraid. 

So upon command did they enter and after a space of two hours 
they began to leave with boots unlaced even as the others. And I 
spake unto one saying: Tell me, I pray thee, the meaning of all 
this, and explain to me the mystery of the Mill. And he said: 
Pause a moment until I collect myself. And when he was col- 
lected he lifted up his voice and wept. Then said I: Why weepest 
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thou? And he said: I weep for my baldness. And lifting up 
mine eyes I looked and behold he was sheared, even as a shorn 
lamb. 

And when we were seated he took up the burden of his story 
and said: I will lay bare to thee the secret of the Mill and will 
expose to thee the mystery of this thing. Behold, when I had 
entered the door one came and said: Give me thy name and num- 
ber. And when I had given my name (he already had my number), 
he gave me a piece of paper bearing writing thereon. And when 
I looked around I was in a large room with many men and the 
noise of their voices was as the noise of a tempest. One pushed 
me and I found myself among them. Two beckoned and when I 
had approached them with fear and trembling they took my 
bundle and opened it and did take for themselves my most treas- 
ured possessions, my leathern jerkin and my russet shoes. With 
jokes did they despoil me and with laughter did they bid me go. 
And I passed to a room many cubits long wherein were pens like 
those of a slaughterhouse. There one, an evil-looking man, did 
bid me disrobe. Having done so he opened the door and drew 
forth a thing of wood upon which he bade me put all my posses- 
sions except my three small pieces of silver which I kept in a bag 
with curious markings upon it. And they did rattle together. 
The thing of wood bearing my possessions and those of my com- 
panions, he put again through the door into a room from which 
came a roaring as of a hungry lion, and I wondered thereat. Then 
with shouts he drove us before him to one seated by a bright and 
dazzling light. 

Then spake he who was by the light: Hast thou cooties? Nay; 
said I. He spake again: Pass on. And with a light heart I hied 
me to the next room wherein was a sound of running water and 
much laughter. There I bathed me and made myself clean. With 
a lightened burden I passed to another room wherein were more 
bright lights. Here one thumped me on the breast, another looked 
down my throat, another pierced me with a needle (for what I 
wot not, but I felt a great dizziness and my nether parts did knock 
together). Then in a long and narrow room one gave me clothing, 
another shoes, another a condiment can, according as it was writ 
on the paper I was given. 

After many days, it seemed, I came to another room wherein 
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were more pens, and when I had seated myself, behold, a door 
opened and the thing of wood bearing my possessions came out. 
And now a wonderful thing came to light, for behold, when I 
touched them they were hot, yea, very hot, for they did seem to 
burn me. How it came about I know not. Hastily did I put on 
my clothing, not even having time to touch the latchet of my 
shoes, for with howls were we driven onward. And now curses 
be on him who robbed me of my hair, for when I would have left 
this house of torment, one pulled me to a seat and with’ swift 
movements did take my hair and leave me as I am. 

And it rained. 

Then were there days of anxiety for the men of the Water Supply; 
then was there gnashing of teeth, for many were called and many 
were chosen to wield the muck-stick and the banjo. And some 
did build buildings of wood and buildings of iron. Some did run 
to and fro upon the face of the earth as messengers, and some did 
work as K.P.’s. And some did work in the Mill, but on the faces 
of these was a great joy, for, said they: Now will we avenge our- 
selves. But of all the workers in the Mill, the one most happy 
was he who had bewailed the loss of his hair, for said he: At home 
am I a plumber, but before I return I will have avenged myself 
greatly. Have I not shorn many, and have I not thereby gained 
many franes? And he leapt with joy. 

And always the chiefs comforted them saying: Peace, ’twill not 
be long. Even now the vessel to bear ye home is here. But first 
must ye be inspected by the greatest of us all. And it was so, 
for on the first day of the third month came the Commander-in- 
Chief, and from early morning until midday did he inspect them, 
and he addressed words of praise to them and went his way. 

But now a trial came to some, for on the boat prepared there 
was not room for all, and needs must be that some be left. But 
those whose lot it was to stay were of good heart and spoke not 
words of envy, for, said they: Perchance our boat may be swifter 
than that of these sons of Belial, so let us be of good courage. 

And so in the third month of the second day of the month in the 
first year to follow the ending of the war against the powers of 
darkness, three hundred two score and four of these mighty men of 
valor set sail with songs of joy and homecoming on their lips. 


2 
| 
| 
: 
| : 
j 


THE JOURNEY HOME. 697 


And when they were upon the great waters many were sick and 
they said: Let us die. But they could not, for their sickness lay 
heavy upon: them. 

Thus the voyage passed, each day better than the day before, 
until the last day when there arose a tumult among the captains 
and the lieutenants and the chiefs, for an order had gone forth 
forbidding them to wear the most useless of their trappings and 
the most highly prized. And they said one to another: What 
manner of thing is this? Shall we throw into discard our Sam 
Brownes? Go to! we will not. But they did. And when they 
appeared without their trappings one army nurse spake unto her 
fellow, saying: Are they not odd? Do they not appear undressed? 
And there was a great snickering. 

And so in the third month on the twelfth day of the month they 
arrived in the home port, and there were smiles and tears of great 
gladness. And the men, after the manner of soldiers, said: Never 
again! When once we see our homes we will not leave again. 
But each knew in his heart that he spoke from his lips only. 

Here endeth the history of the men of the Water Supply. The 
story of their wanderings ye know and of the works that they did 
ye know. Of the trials they endured ye know not, for when trials 
and tribulations cease, do they not seem as dreams? And of their 
regard for their chiefs ye will not hear for a little time, for again, 
after the manner of soldiers among themselves, they pleasure in 
speaking hardly of those in authority. 

What ye will hear is of the love of Home, and the love of Coun- 
try, and a fuller understanding of the duty of man to man. 


Selah. 


WESTWARD HO! 


\ 


oh 


wns 


Js 
\ 
SSS 
| 
a 


Ul p JO PIIC] o UI SpUuNOM JO q UT e 


‘2 Ane 
6161 
‘g Areniqoy 


SI6I ‘21 Jequieaon 
SIGT ‘8z tequiezdag 


‘OE 
‘ 
‘ 


6I6I ‘2 
SI6I ‘OT 

SI6I ‘1g Aine 
6161 ‘Fz Arenuee 
‘8% 
SI6I ‘8 

SI6I Tudy 
SI6L ‘8 
LIGI 

6161 ‘9 AIVNAC 
6161 ‘Og Arenuur 


SI6I ‘ST 
6161 
6161 ‘FT Arenuse 
‘2 
Areniqe,y 
“Gz Arenuee 

SI6T ‘2 
Arensqa,y 


“ey Yeusoy F008 

"CON 

‘TIT 

‘S3OIDABM 

‘JCD ‘soptuy soy yosung 
‘PP LO 

“KON 

“HN 


‘OSSOM() ‘ ‘OAV FOE 
020211189 
"N “4g Uospreyory OTT 
‘SIH 
O1YO ‘PURPA “IS PZS “A OOPT 

“‘ssouppy 


Jo [poy 


“Vd 
‘Wd 
‘qnerT 
“Wd 


‘TO ST “Ad 


‘10 381 


81° 


“BEM 


‘PO ST “4d 


ST 


Mo 

‘STI9 Mo 

Opesuy Ao 
*y ydosor 
Jouqgy ‘Mougs 

Aoppem ‘divygp 
"HW ‘3ypnoig. 

‘gq ‘Aorydyada 


“M Oo 


‘d 
‘Vy 
neg 

‘uosuyof, 
‘soAB Ho 
ysny 

‘UBULIBICTo 


‘suing 
Jenureg ‘reused 

“A 
‘Aqoyddyo 


“OUTB NT 


SSS 
i 
I 
| 
i i 
| 
I 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


‘ 


are hole or drilled | 
creel... 


ant fig 
ant for filling 
Water trough for 


€y4 


c 
c 
> 


Lye oe 

© 

t 


ov? 


Note:- Water Purification Trucks 

Available for advance-4. Sterilabs - 
4Chionopumps(leach to goto Sommerance SCHEMATIC PLA 


— 
Special Facilities 
Reseryolr tani shows Capacity in gallons 
Pipe line with reservoir 
i or 
t railway locomotives or tan’ Gocm. 
(\ y 
A 
GRANOPREP F ax SAP 


3 
& Clothes iliti ie) 
Plomng installation) 
> Hand pump (at stream or located away from source of supply) 
Power pump (at st f 
mo 


Y \ SPECIAL Materiel: Army Weter Supply Perk at 
a 


LAN OF WATER SUPPLY | Advence WS. Dumps ateach District Hdgrs. 
OF NOV. |, 1918. 


> 


Mile 
fo PN reese VS - 
= _% ZY i= 
 Provi$io 
ag 


STATISTICS. 


STATISTICS. 


ViTaL STATISTICS OF 26TH ENGINEERS. 
Loss from Regiment by Death. 


Strength at Various Dates. 


Dare or Leavine U.S. Date oF RETURNING TO U.S. 


Company or Detachment. l : | : 


Company A 
Company B...........| 
Company C 
Company D 
Company E 
Company F 
Medical Det 


Regiment............. 
| 


(a) Includes 75 men from Specialist Detachment. 
(b) Includes 76 men from Specialist Detachment. 


7 701 

ge Died of wounds received in action.......... 4 
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STATISTICS. 


LOCATIONS OF ORGANIZATION HEADQUARTERS. 


REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS. 


Camp Dix, N. J., September 10, 1917, to June 22, 1918. 

Neufchateau (Vosges), July 30, 1918, to August 12, 1918. 

La Ferté-sous-Jouarre (Seine-et-Marne), August 15, 1918, to September 16, 
1918. 

Toul (Meurthe-et-Moselle), September 18, 1918, to September 23, 1918. 

Void (Meuse), September 23, 1918, to October 29, 1918. 

Souilly (Meuse), October 29, 1918, to December 28, 1918. 

Bourg-sur-Gironde (Gironde), January 2, 1919, to February 19, 1919. 

Bordeaux Embarkation Camp, February 19, 1919. to March 2, 1919. 

Camp Dix, N. J., March 13, 1919, to March 15, 1919. 


Company A. 


Camp Dix, N. J., September 10, 1917, to October 28, 1917. 

St. Nazaire, November 17, 1917, to December 6, 1917. 

Bourmont (Haute-Marne), December 8, 1917, to January 7, 1918. 
Daillécourt (Haute-Marne), January 7, 1918, to January 25, 1918. 
Montigny-le-Roi (Haute-Marne), January 25, 1918, to April 11, 1918. 
Rimaucourt (Haute-Marne), April 11, 1918, to May 18, 1918. 

Vittel (Vosges), May 18, 1918, to June 12, 1918. 

Les Franchises (Haute-Marne), June 12, 1918, to September 20, 1918. 


Commercy (Meuse), September 25, 1918, to October 4, 1918. 

St. Mihiel (Meuse), October 4, 1918, to December 20, 1918. 
Sorcy-sur-Meuse (Meurthe-et-Moselle), Dec. 20, 1918, to Dec. 30, 1918. 
Joined regiment, December 30, 1918. 


Company B. 


Camp Dix, N. J., September 10, 1917, to October 28, 1917. 

St. Nazaire, November 17, 1917, to December 6, 1917. 

Bourmont (Haute-Marne), December 8, 1917, to February 12, 1918. 
Huilliécourt (Haute-Marne), February 12, 1918, to March 14, 1918. 

Humes (Haute-Marne), March 14, 1918, to May 16, 1918. 

Les Franchises (Haute-Marne), May 16, 1918, to May 30, 1918. 

Lagney (Meurthe-et-Moselle), June 1, 1918, to September 23, 1918. 
Grosrovres (Meurthe-et-Moselle), September 23, 1918, to December 20, 1918. 
Sorcy-sur-Meuse (Meurthe-et-Moselle), Dec. 20, 1918, to Dec. 30, 1918. 
Joined regiment, December 30, 1918. 


Company C. 


Camp Dix, N. J., September 10, 1917, to March 29, 1918. 

Humes (Haute-Marne), April 15, 1918, to April 20, 1918. 

Rimaucourt (Haute-Marne), April 21, 1918, to May 17, 1918. 

Tours, May 18, 1918, to October 18, 1918. 

Ancemont (Meuse), October 21, 1918, to November 17, 1918. 

Advance to Coblenz, November 17, 1918, to December 13, 1918.1 
Wirges (Germany), December 13, 1918, to December 17, 1918. 
Sorcy-sur-Meuse (Meurthe-et-Moselle), Dec. 20, 1918, to Dec. 30, 1918. 
Joined regiment, December 30, 1918. 
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Company D. 


Camp Dix, N. J., December 21, 1917, to June 22, 1918. 

Baccarat lelenatiwet-ihenilia’. July 21, 1918, to ‘July 29, 1918. 
Fere-en-Tardenois, August 4, 1918, to August 21, 1918. 

Griscourt (Meurthe-et-Moselle), August 23, 1918, to September 18, 1918. 
Jouy-en-Argonne (Meuse), September 19, 1918, to October 12, 1918. 
Bois-de-Forges (Meuse), October 13, 1918, to October 14, 1918. 
Bethincourt (Meuse), October 14, 1918, to October 27, 1918. 
Bois-de-Forges, October 27, 1918, to November 9, 1918. 
Liny-devant-Dun (Meuse), November 9, 1918, to December 27, 1918. 
Verdun (Meuse), December 27, 1918, to December 30, 1918. 

Joined regiment, December 30, 1918. 


Company E. 


Camp Dix, N. J., February 17, 1918, to August 11, 1918. 

Le Havre, September 1, 1918, to September 4, 1918. 

Pompey (Meurthe-et-Moselle), September 7, 1918, to September 17, 1918. 
Les Islettes-en-Argonne, September 19, 1918, to October 14, 1918. 

Abri du Crochet, October 14, 1918, to October 27, 1918. 

ChAtel (Ardennes), October 27, 1918, to November 4, 1918. 

Buzancy (Ardennes), November 5, 1918, to November 17, 1918. 

Verdun (Meuse), November 17, 1918, to December 30, 1918. 

Joined regiment, December 30, 1918. 


Company F. 


Camp Dix, N. J., April 19, 1918, to August 11, 1918. 

Le Havre, September 1, 1918, to September 4, 1918. 

Sorcy Gare (Meurthe-et-Moselle), September 7, 1918, to September 12, 1918. 
Bernécourt (Meurthe-et-Moselle), September 12, 1918, to September 14, 1918. 
Pannes (Meurthe-et-Moselle), September 14, 1918, to September 18, 1918. 
Auzéville (Meuse), September 22, 1918, to September 28, 1918. 

Recicourt (Meuse), September 28, 1918, to October 25, 1918. 

Cierges (Meuse), October 25, 1918, to November 5, 1918. 

Nouart (Ardennes), November 5, 1918, to November 16, 1918. 

Advance to Neuendorf (Germany), November 17, 1918, to December 16, 1918.1 
Sorcy-sur-Meuse, December 20, 1918, to December 30, 1918. 

Plumet (Gironde), January 2, 1919, to February 19, 1919. 

Joined regiment, February 19, 1919. 


1See Company history for details. 
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ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH 26TH ENGINEERS WAS 
ASSOCIATED IN FRANCE. 


U. S. ARMIEs. 


The 26th Engineers was organized for service with a field army, 
— that is, to be assigned to an army headquarters and to receive 
orders directly from the commanding general of an army, as 
distinguished from a corps or division. Under the conditions 
which existed in France, it became necessary to divide the regi- 
ment, and the various companies served all three of the field armies 
which were organized as part of the American Expeditionary 
Forces. 


First Army. 

Companies B, C, D, E, and F were assigned at various times 
to this army, and served either in one or both of the two major 
operations of St. Mihiel and Argonne-Meuse. During the latter 
offensive, regimental headquarters was also assigned to this army. 


Company A also served under First Army for a short period 
immediately preceding the formation of the Second Army. 


Second Army. 

Companies A and B served with this army during the period 
of occupation of the St. Mihiel front, after the successful attack 
by the First Army. 


Third Army (Army of Occupation). 
Companies C and F were assigned to this army soon after the 
signing of the Armistice, and accompanied it on the advance into 


Germany. 
U. S. Corps. 


The individual companies of the 26th Engineers serving with 
field armies were usually assigned responsibility for water supply 
in areas or districts corresponding with the areas assigned to corps, 
and close liaison was maintained with the chief engineers of the 
respective corps. The following list indicates the corps with which 
such relations were maintained: 


4 
ge 
4 
a 
4 


< 
& 
a 
° 
= 
& 
= 


"LT “3dag 


‘OT ‘AON-6 “290 
“LI “AON 
‘QT “AON-0Z 
“LT “AON 


‘FI 


‘GT “AON-0Z 
“any 


‘OL 


‘oT[IAgzny 
48 


‘Aouse'T 


‘und 
op stog 
‘qanooulyjog, 
‘Aouvzng, 


| 


“99 
“AUBULIOY) 0FUT BUBAPY 
PITTA 
‘AUBULIOF) 0FUI BOUBAPY 


“3S 
[NO T, 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


Ausdwuoy 


jo 


4392) 


‘daLVIOOSSY SVM HLQGZ HOIHM HLIM 


716 
| 
| 
| 

| a 
: 


ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH ASSOCIATED IN FRANCE. 717 


U. S. Divisions. 


Various companies of the 26th Engineers acting as army water- 
supply troops had responsibility for water supply in many areas 
temporarily occupied by combat divisions. Among these divi- 
sions were the following: 


Division. | Company. | Military Operation. | Approximate Dates, 1918. 


B and F | St. Mihiel offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Advance into Germany. 
St. Mihiel offensive. 
Advance into Germany. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Advance into Germany. 


Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
St. Mihiel offedsive. 
Occupation Toul sector. 


CUR ROWNN 


Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Advance into Germany. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Occupation Baccarat sector. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
St. Mihiel offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 


=} 


Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Occupation Verdun sector. 
Occupation St. Mihiel sector. 
St. Mihiel offensive. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Occupation Toul sector. 
St. Mihiel offensive. 

St. Mihiel offensive. 
Occupation Toul sector. 
Argonne-Meuse offensive. 
Occupation Toul sector. 


Occupation Aisne-Marne front. 


Occupation Aisne-Marne front. 


Occupation Aisne-Marne front. 


Aug. 20-Sept. 18. 
Sept. 20-Oct. 15. 
Nov. 17—Dee. 17. 
Sept. 10-Sept. 16. 
Nov. 17—Dee. 17. 
Sept. 30-Oct. 15. 
Nov. 17—Dee. 17. 
Aug. 4-Sept. 8. 
Sept. 19-Oct. 10. 
Sept. 10-Sept. 16. 
May 29-June 30. 
Aug. 4-Sept. 8. 
Sept. 20-Oct. 8. 
Oct. 5-Oct. 15. 
Sept. 30-Oct. 15. 
Nov. 17—Dec. 17. 
Sept. 19-Oct. 10. 
Sept. 20—Oct. 1. 
Aug. 4-Sept. 20. 
Sept. 22—Oct. 5. 
Sept. 9-Sept. 30. 
Nov. 5-Nov. 10. 
Aug. 4-Sept. 8. 
Sept. 20-Nov. 11. 
Oct. 5-Nov. 4. 
Sept. 22-Sept. 30. 
Sept. 19-Oct. 20. 
Oct. 31—Nov. 6. 
Oct. 18-Nov. 17. 
Aug. 15-Sept. 12. 
Aug. 20-Sept. 30. 
Oct. 8-Oct. 15. 
June 30—July 21. 
Aug. 26-Oct. 1. 
Sept. 12-Sept. 16. 
July 21—Aug. 15. 
Sept. 22—Oct. I. 
Nov. 10-Nov. 17. 


Note: Companies C and F were assigned as water-supply troops to the Ist, 2d, 3d, and 
32d divisions during the advance into Germany, reporting directly to the division engineers 


thereof. 
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U. S. ENGINEER REGIMENTS. 


24th Engineers (Shop). 

The operation of approximately 20 unsalvaged pumping plants, 
previously operated by the 26th Engineers in the St. Mihiel and 
Argonne-Meuse areas, was turned over to this regiment on Decem- 
ber 20, 1918, when the 26th Engineers reassembled preparatory 
to returning to the United States. 


37th Engineers (Electrical and Mechanical). 

This regiment was closely associated with the 26th Engineers 
during the St. Mihiel offensive, when it installed pumps and 
furnished operators at pumping plants established by the water- 
supply troops. Due to the insufficient number of the latter 
available during this offensive and until October 7, 1918, Company 
D, 37th Engineers, acted as water-supply troops in the Rattentout 
sector (V Corps area), south of Verdun. During the Argonne- 
Meuse offensive this regiment installed pumps and furnished 
operators, but not as extensively as in the preceding attack. 

After the Armistice was signed, Ist Lieut. A. B. Fletcher and 40 
men from Company E, 26th Engineers, were attached to the Ist 
Battalion, 37th Engineers, to assist in the investigation and re- 
habilitation of water stations along the railroad between Conflans 
and Coblenz on the Rhine. The members of this command were 
among the very first Americans to reach Coblenz. 


27th Engineers (Mining). 

Company A of this regiment assisted a detachment from Com- 
pany B, 26th Engineers, during August and part of September, 
1918, when stationed at Baccarat. The work consisted of the 
construction of water-supply facilities in the Baccarat sector 
of the Eighth French Army, then occupied by the 77th U.S. 
Division. 

Company B and part of Company A were, during the St. Mihiel 
offensive, attached partly to Company B and partly to Company 
D, 26th Engineers, and ably assisted in the construction of water 
points for the supply of troops engaged in this operation. Their 
work in constructing dugouts and bomb-proof shelters for pump- 
ing plants was particularly valuable. 
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Water TANK TRAINS. 
1st Provisional. 

This water tank train was brought into existence just preceding 
the St. Mihiel attack as an emergency organization to perform 
the work of the authorized trains prior to their arrival from the 
United States. Its equipment and personnel were assembled from 
the “‘ four corners ” of France at a time of great stress, and much 


Part oF First ProvistonaL WATER TANK TRAIN (1 000-GAL. TANKs). 


credit is due Major M. F. LaCroix, Engineers, Water Transport 
Officer, whose perseverance and energy were largely responsible 
for its successful organization. This train served with the 26th 
Engineers during the St. Mihiel offensive and for a portion of the 
Argonne-Meuse operation. The following officers were in charge: 


2d Lieut. J. G. Garibaldi, Q.M.C., commanding officer. 
2d Lieut. O. Hill, Engrs. (Co. B, 27th Engrs.). 

2d Lieut. R. Mead, S.C. 

2d Lieut. C. D. Smith, Engrs. 


The enlisted personnel consisted of Truck Company 311 of the 
403d Train, 26 men from Company B, 27th Engineers, and addi- 
tional men furnished by the Motor Transport Corps, First Army, 
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—a total of 124 men. These men were separated from their 
commands and lived and worked under most discouraging condi- 
tions. Their work was very difficult and at times dangerous. 
By their undaunted perseverance and resolution, however, in- 
spired by the practical evidence of the usefulness of their work, 
the truck trains were kept moving, and drinking water, drawn 
at pumping stations in the rear, was regularly delivered as far 
forward as trucks were permitted to go. 


2d Provisional. 

This water tank train was in every respect similar to the Ist 
Provisional Train, and performed similar service in adjacent see- 
tors of the front. Its officers were as follows: 


Ist Lieut. F. S. Altman, Engrs., commanding officer. 
2d Lieut. A. Bradford, Engrs. 

2d Lieut. B. C. Olmsted, Q.M.C. 

2d Lieut. T. P. Jesson, Q.M.C. 


The enlisted personnel consisted of Truck Company 3, 23d Engi- 
neers, and additional men from a number of different organiza- 
tions, furnished by the Motor Transport Corps, —-a total of 182 


men. 
3801st Water Tank Train. 

This organization, comprising 20 officers and 420 men, served 
with the 26th Engineers in the First Army Water Service during 
the Argonne-Meuse operation, after its arrival from the United 
States. The organization reached Clermont-en-Argonne, October 
16, 1918, and gradually replaced the Ist and 2d Provisional trains 
whose personnel was returned to its proper organizations. 
802d Water Tank Train. 

This organization reached the army zone soon after the 3801st 
Train, and was attached to the Second Army. Company B, 
commanded by Capt. Higgins, was assigned to the Lagney Dis- 
trict and served with Company B, 26th Engineers. 


Orner ORGANIZATIONS. 
59th Pioneer Infantry. 
Five companies of this organization were attached as labor 
troops to an equal number of companies of 26th Engineers during 
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the offensives of October and November, 1918. The officers 
codperated fully with the officers of the 26th Engineers during 
this period of stress, and the most cordial relations existed. Valu- 
able assistance was rendered the water-supply troops under very 
difficult and, at times, dangerous conditions. The following 
companies of Pioneers were assigned: 

Company C to Company A, 26th Engineers, and Company D 
to Company B, 26th Engineers, during the period of organizing 
the territory captured from the enemy in the St. Mihiel attack. 

Companies I, K, and M, respectively to Companies E, F, and 
D, 26th Engineers, during the Argonne-Meuse offensive and the 
salvage operations immediately thereafter. 


542d Service Battalion. 

Company A of this organization was attached to Company B, 
26th Engineers, during October and November, 1918, and assisted 
in water-supply construction in the Lagney District. 


FRENCH ORGANIZATIONS. 


Service des Eaux, Sixth French Army. 

Company D, 26th Engineers, was associated with this organi- 
zation from August 4 to September 8, 1918, in the III U. 8. Corps 
area south of the Vesle River. Most cordial relations were es- 
tablished between the officers of the Company and Lieut. Bonne- 
valle, in command of the local French water-supply troops, and 
it was he who initiated the Company in army water-supply work 
on an active front. It was here also that Company D had its 
first experience under shell fire. 


Service des Eaux, Second French Army. 

Just preceding and during the Argonne-Meuse operation the 
officers of the 26th Engineers came into repeated contact with the 
officers of this service, and most pleasant relations existed. Their 
assistance at a critical period in furnishing information of the 
water resources and developed water supplies of the region, and 
especially in supplying the much-needed tanks, power pumps, 
and other water-supply material, was deeply appreciated by the 
officers of the regiment. Among other officers, Lieut.-Col. Parent, 
Capt. Bailly, and Lieut. Maldidier will long be remembered. 
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Service des Eaux, Eighth French Army. 

The 26th Engineers was closely associated with this organiza- 
tion for a longer period than with any other of the French mili- 
tary forces. As early as January, 1918, an officer of the regiment 
visited the Toul sector, spending considerable time with Lieut. 
Salmon, the local sector water-supply officer, in studying water 
resources and methods and organization employed in the military 
water-supply work. Lieut. Salmon was a trained mining engineer, 
and had had an extended civilian experience prior to the- war. 
He had directed the drilling of many wells in the sector, and had 
much valuable geologic and well data which he freely made avail- 
able. Company B, 26th Engineers, was later assigned to the sec- 
tor, and from June 1 to August 10, 1918, operated with the co- 
operation of the French, exercised through Lieut. Salmon. Very 
cordial relations were established during this period. Similar 
relations existed in the Baccarat sector, with Lieut. Roumégous, 
where a detachment of Company B was stationed during August, 
1918, on water-supply construction work for the 77th U.S. Divi- 
sion. Capt. Salmon, chief of the Service des Eaux, Eighth Army, 
will also be very pleasantly remembered by the officers who 


knew him. 
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WATER SUPPLY SERVICE OF THE 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES. 


The 26th Engineers formed a very important part of the Water- 
Supply Service of the American Expeditionary Forces, especially 
in the Zone of the Armies. It furnished much of the headquarters 
personnel for the Water Supply Services of the First and Second 
Armies. The water-supply work in the field was carried on by 
the various companies of the regiment, assisted by attached labor 
troops, the Water Tank Trains, and pump operators furnished by 
the Electrical and Mechanical Regiment. The following extracts 
from General Orders No. 131, G.H.Q., and Bulletin No. 55, 
G.H.Q., state clearly the duties and functions of the Water Supply 
Service and the relation to the Service of the “ special engineer 
troops experienced in water-supply work.’ The organization 
chart for the First Army Water Supply Service shows these rela- 
tions still more clearly, and also the relations of various officers 
to the Service and to the 26th Engineers. 


G.H.Q. 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES. 


General 


No. 133. FrANcE, August 7, 1918. 


2. The responsibility for water supply work for the A.E.F. is 
divided as follows: 

(a) In the army zones special engineer troops (water supply) 
assigned to armies shall be responsible for the supply of adequate 
quantities of water at “ water points ”’ located as conveniently 
for the troops as service conditions will permit. This water will, 
if necessary, be purified by filtration or disinfection, or both, in 
such a manner as to insure the delivery of water of the best quality 
practicably obtainable under the conditions. 
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(6) In all areas occupied by the American troops outside of 
army zones, the Engineer Department will be responsible for the 
development, as required, of water supplies for the use of Ameri- 
can troops and for American activities of every kind. This water 
will be given such treatment as the conditions demand and permit. 

(c) All water to be used by American troops shall be considered 
of doubtful quality, and, when required for human consumption, — 
shall be treated, unless proven good by a succession of satisfactory 
examinations and laboratory tests. Water-analysis laboratory 
facilities will be provided, generally as sections of the Medical 
Department laboratories, and will be in charge of officers of the 
Engineer Department (Water Supply Section), who will conduct 
examinations and laboratory tests. The proper officer of the 
Engineer Department will report to the proper officer of the 
Medical Department the results of water analyses as made. 

(d) The Medical Department will be responsible for any dis- 
infection treatment that water may require beyond “ water 
points,” and, to prevent contamination and pollution, will super- 
vise its handling and the care of containers so that the water will 
finally be safe for consumption by troops. 


By command of General Pershing: 


JAMES W. McAnpREw, 
Chief of Staff. 


Official: 
Rosert C. Davis, 
Adjutant-Ceneral. 


G.H.Q. 
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES. 


Bulletin 
No. 55. 


A.— ORGANIZATION OF WATER SUPPLY SERVICE. 


FraNcE, August 8, 1918. 


1. The Water Supply Service of the American Expeditionary 
Forces is organized as a branch of the Engineer Department. 
It consists of certain officers and special engineer troops experi- 
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enced in water-supply work, including examinations, design and 
construction. Its duties are defined by Sec. I, G.O. No. 131, 
G.H.Q., A.E.F., 1918. 

For each army the Water Supply Service will consist of army 
engineer troops (not to exceed one regimental headquarters and 
six companies), especially trained and equipped for water-supply 
work, and such additional officers as conditions may require. 

In general, the functions of the army water-supply organiza- 
tion will include the investigation of water resources, the develop- 
ment of water supply, and the construction and operation of such 
works as may be necessary to make water available at ‘“ water 
points,” including conveniences for watering animals, filling water 
carts, water-tank trains, buckets, canteens, and other containers. 
Tactical units will make provision for the transportation of water 
from ‘“ water points ”’ to the final point of consumption. 

The commanding officer of the Water Supply Regiment will 
normally be the Water Supply Officer of the army, serving as an 
assistant to the Chief Engineer of the army. He will anticipate 
and make suitable provision to meet the water-supply needs of the 
army, and will exercise such technical supervision and control 
over water-supply work in the entire area occupied by the army 
as may be necessary to codrdinate water-supply developments 
and economize time, material, and labor. Under the direction 
of the Chief Engineer of the army he will direct laboratory and 
sanitary inspections necessary to determine potability and to 
prevent contamination. 

Under the direction of the Chief itisdiiins of the army, the work 
of installation, maintenance, and repair of power pumping equip- 
ment incidental to the development of “‘ water points” will be 
done by engineers of the electrical and mechanical or other units 
according to conditions, but such equipment will be operated in 
accordance with the requirement of the water-supply organization. 

Water-supply troops are army troops as differentiated from 
division or corps engineer troops. When working in army areas 
they will perform their work and be under the direct control of 
the Chief Engineer of the army acting under instructions from 
Army Headquarters. To properly perform their duties, water- 
supply troops must acquire an intimate knowledge of the area in 
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which they are to operate, and must be thoroughly familiar with 
layout and mechanical details of water-supply installations serving 
the area. In the interests of efficiency, therefore, these troops 
should be used continuously in the same sector and on the same 
class of work, in so far as other military requirements will permit. 
They will not be moved except upon instructions from Army 
Headquarters. 

When operating within sectors assigned to corps, division, or 
other tactical commands, the relation between water-supply 
troops and other engineer organizations of these commands will 
be the usual relation existing between army troops and corps or 
division troops, namely: Officers of the Water Supply Service, 
when in local charge of work lying within the territorial jurisdic- 
tion of these commands: 


Ist. Will at all times be prepared to furnish, upon request by 
corps or division engineers, information concerning their work in 
hand and future projects. 

2d. Will secure the approval of corps or division engineers 
upon questions of installation and operation, as far as tactical 
considerations are involved, but will report direct to the Chief 
Engineer, Army, upon all technical matters. 

3d. Will, upon request, advise corps and division engineers 
on technical matters pertaining to the Water Supply Service, 
and perform such technical work as may be consistent with the 
work assigned to them by the Chief Engineer, Army. Whenever 
the performance of work requested by corps or division engineers 
will conflict with work already assigned by the Chief Engineer, 
Army, or known to be under immediate consideration, the local 
water-supply officer will, before proceeding, request approval 
from the Chief Engineer, Army, and will advise the corps or divi- 
sion engineer of action taken, and the reason therefor. 

Nothing in these instructions shall be construed to deprive the 
commanding officer of the corps, division, or other command, of 
the authority that is fundamentally vested in him, such as police 
and traffic control, arrangements for subsistence and supply, and 
enforcement of measures for safety. 
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ORGANIZATION COMMANDERS. 


26TH ENGINEERS. 


At Date or EMBARKATION FOR 
FRANCE. 

Col. E. J. Dent, Engrs., Regimental 
Commander. 

Capt. Robert Boettger, Engrs., Ad- 
jutant. 

Major A. A. Fricke, Med. Corps, 
Medical Detachment. 

(Battalion organization not author- 
ized until November, 1918.) 


Capt. H. E. Chambers, Jr., Engrs., 
Company A. 
*Capt. Arthur H. Pratt, 
Company B. 
Capt. Geo. W. Stickney, 
‘ompany C. 
Capt. John C. Pritchard, Engrs., 
ompany 
Capt. Arthur Knapp, Engrs., Com- 
pany E. 
Capt. Dwight Horton, Engrs., Com- 
pany F. 


Engrs., 


Engrs., 


At Date oF EMBARKATION 
UNITED STatTEs. 

Lieut.-Col. F. W. Scheidenhelm, 
Engrs., Regimental Commander. 

Ist Lieut. Fred S. Wells, Engrs., 
Adjutant. 

Major A. A. Fricke, Med. Corps, 
Medical Detachment. 

Major Arthur H. Pratt, Engrs., Ist 
Battalion. 

Major Dwight Horton, Engrs., 2d 
Battalion. 


FOR 


Ist Lieut. P. O’B. Montgomery, 
Engrs., Company A. 

Ist Lieut. Warren G. Baxter, Engrs., 
Company B. 
Capt. Geo. W. 
Company C. 
Capt. T. B. Parker, Engrs., Company 


Stickney, Engrs., 


Capt. John C. Pritchard, Engrs., 
Company E. 

Ist Lieut. Fred J. Stewart, Engrs., 
Company F. 


_ * Major (then Captain) Arthur H. Pratt, being temporarily senior officer actually serving 
with the troops in France, acted as regimental commander November 17, 1917, to July 18, 


1918, and July 29 to October 3, 1918. 
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Cou. Exuiotr J. Dent, Engineers. 


Elliott Johnstone Dent was born November 1, 1877, at Brook- 
land, Pa. He attended the Episcopal High School, Alexandria, 
Va., 1889 to 1895; Columbian University (now George Wash- 
ington University), Washington, D. C., session 1895-1896; and 
the United States Military Academy, West Point, N. Y., 1897 
to 1901. 

He was appointed second lieutenant, Corps of Engineers, to date 
from February 2, 1901; first lieutenant, June 4, 1903; captain, 
July 6, 1908; major, February 27, 1914; colonel, National Army, 
August 5, 1917. From March, 1901, to April, 1905, he was on 
duty with engineer troops, including garrison duty at Fort Totten, 
N. Y., and Washington Barracks, D. C., and two and a half years’ 
field duty in the Philippine Islands. He participated in the Moro 
campaign of 1902, in Mindanao. 

From 1905 to September, 1917, he was engaged on various 
duties including work on the Washington Filtration Plant, Wash- 
ington Aqueduct, Government Pier for the Jamestown Exposition, 
and river and harbor work in various districts. Also he served four 
years with engineer troops at Vancouver Barracks, Wash. 

During the first summer of the war, 1917, his duties included 
examination of applicants for commission in the Engineer Reserve 
Corps at Portland, Ore., and Seattle, Wash., and applicants for 
enlistment in the 18th Engineers. On August 31, 1917, he was 
appointed colonel, Corps of Engineers, National Army, and 
assigned to command the 26th Engineers at Camp Dix, N. J., 
August 31, 1917. In this capacity he supervised the organization 
of both the 24th and the 34th Engineers, for these in their early 
stages were attached to the 26th Engineers for purposes of instruc- 
tion and discipline. He sailed for France with the Headquarters, 
26th Engineers, June 30, 1918. Shortly after arrival he was, on 
July 29, 1918, relieved from duty with that regiment and assigned 
to command the 104th Engineers and to serve as division engineer, 
29th Division. 
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With the 104th Engineers he took part in the Argonne-Meuse 
offensive from September 28 to October 28, 1918. During the 
first half of this period, the 104th Engineers were serving as corps 
troops, near Avocourt, and during the latter half they were with 
the 29th Division in their offensive east of the Meuse River, near 
Samogneux. On January 15, 1919, he was relieved from the 29th 
Division and assigned as division engineer, 4th Division, com- 
manding the 4th Engineers. The 4th Division was then in the 
Army of Occupation in Germany. In March, 1919, he returned 
to the United States and was placed on duty in the New Orleans 
Engineer District. 

He was awarded a United States Army citation for exceptionally 
meritorious and conspicuous services as division engineer, 29th 
Division, ‘April 19, 1919. 


Cot. Francis F. LonGiey, Engineers. 


Francis F. Longley was commissioned in July, 1917, as a major 
of Engineers, and in the following month was ordered to France. 
In November, 1917, he was promoted to lieutenant-colonel and 
assigned to the 26th Engineers. In October, 1918, he was pro- 
moted to fill the vacancy of colonel, 26th Engineers. His entire 
period of service has been with the water-supply organization of 
the American Expeditionary Forces, in the dual capacity of colonel 
of the 26th Engineers, Army Water Supply Regiment, and chief 
of the Water Supply Section, Office of Chief Engineer, A. E. F. 

Colonel Longley was born of American parents, on October 23, 
1879, at Chicago, Ill. He was graduated from the United States 
Military Academy in 1902 and was commissioned in the Corps of 
Engineers. Soon after, he resigned, and during the winter of 
1903-1904 he pursued post-graduate studies at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Prior to entering the service in 1917, 
he was engaged in the practice of civil, hydraulic, and sanitary 
engineering in New York City. 

Colonel Longley’s professional experience in civil life has been 
as follows: Assistant on various engineering works, design and 
construction of water-supply and sewerage works, mill buildings, 
hydraulic works, two years; in charge of operation of water- 
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purification plants, including laboratory work, Moline, IIL, 
Watertown, N. Y., Washington, D. C., four years; in charge of 
investigations and report on project for increasing the water 
supply of Washington, D. C., 1908-1909; in charge of construc- 
tion of water-purification plant for Toronto, Ont., 1909-1912; 
work on other improvements for Toronto water-supply system, 
1912-1913; consulting engineer, 1913 to 1919, member of firm 
Hazen, Whipple & Fuller, engaged on various water-supply, 
sewerage, and sanitary projects. In November, 1919, he sailed 
for Europe to become Associate Director of the Division of Sanita- 
tion in the Bureau of Hygiene and Health of the League of Red 
Cross Societies, with headquarters at Geneva, Switzerland. 


Lieut.-CoL. FREDERICK W. SCHEIDENHELM, Engineers. 


Frederick W. Scheidenhelm entered the First Officers’ Training 
Camp and was commissioned as captain of Engineers June 19, 
1917. After a short period of service with the 303d Engineers at 
Camp Dix, N. J., he was ordered overseas in October, 1917. He 
was promoted to the rank of major, September 21, 1918, assigned to 
the 26th Engineers, and automatically became commanding offi- 
cer of the regiment. On October 21 he was made lieutenant- 
colonel, still in command of the 26th Engineers, and continued 
thus until the regiment was mustered out. His period of service 
in France was largely with the Water Supply Service; first in the 
Office of Chief Engineer, at G.H.Q.; from March 20 to June 20, 
1918, as assistant to the Chief Engineer, I Corps, at Neufchateau; 
and finally as Water Supply Officer, First Army, in which position 
he served until November 20, 1918. 

In his capacity as Water Supply Officer, he directed the work of 
the First Army Water Supply Service during the St. Mihiel and 
Argonne-Meuse operations. This service included a maximum of 
115 officers and 3450 men. 

Subsequent to his discharge from service for the emergency, he 
was commissioned as colonel in the Engineer Officers’ Reserve 
Corps, U. S. Army. 

Lieut.-Col. Scheidenhelm was born June 16, 1884, at Mendota, 
Ill. He graduated from Cornell University, receiving the degree 
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of A.B. in 1905 and C.E. in 1906. He engaged in the practice of 
structural and hydraulic engineering during the following years, 
first at Pittsburgh, Pa., and, subsequent to January, 1916, at New 
York. 

His professional experience prior to entering the service is as 
follows: With West Penn Railways Company, first as structural 
engineer in charge of design and construction of reénforced con- 
crete bridges and transmission line towers and also a steam-power 
plant, and later as hydraulic engineer on investigation of water- 
power projects, four years; making water-power investigations 
for Pittsburgh Hydro-Electrie Company, of which he was sec- 
retary-treasurer and chief engineer, and also independent con- 
sulting work of the same character, two years; chief engineer, 
Hydro-Electrie Company of West Virginia, in charge of engineer- 
ing, legal, and real estate work for Cheat River, Big Sandy Creek, 
and Blackwater projects, and the reconstruction of the Stony 
River Dam of the West Virginia Pulp & Paper Company, four 
and a half years; consulting engineer since January, 1916, mem- 
ber of the firm of Mead & Scheidenhelm, New York City, 
handling hydroelectric, water-supply, irrigation, drainage, and 
flood-control developments. 


Mayor ArtTHuR H. Pratt, Engineers. 


Arthur H. Pratt attended the Plattsburg Training Camp in 
1916, and after completing the Parker Instruction Course for 
Reserve Officers was commissioned captain in the Engineer 
Officers’ Reserve Corps, January 22, 1917. He was ordered to 
_ active duty at the Officers’ Training Camp, Ft. Oglethorpe, Ga., 
in May, 1917, and subsequently assigned to the 26th Engineers 
at Camp Dix, N. J., where he reported September 4, 1917. He 
served as commanding officer of Company B, and upon leaving 
the United States in October, 1917, by virtue of being senior 
officer he became regimental commander in the American Expe- 
ditionary Forces. He continued in this capacity, with the excep- 
tion of eleven days in July, until October 3, 1918, at which time 
Major F. W. Scheidenhelm assumed command. He was pro- 
moted to the rank of major, October 25, 1918. He served as 
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officer in charge, Water Department, Office of Chief Engineer, 
Second Army, from early August, 1918, until the 26th Engineers 
began to assemble, December 20, 1918, for transportation to the 
United States. 

Major Pratt was born of American parents at Marlboro, Mass., 
on July 9, 1874. His technical education was received at Lowell 
Institute, Boston, and Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. Prior 
to entering the service he was engaged in civil and hydraulic 
engineering work in New York City. 

His professional experience in civil life is as follows: Assistant 
on engineering work with the Metropolitan Sewerage Commission 
of Massachusetts, and later the Engineering Department of the 
town of Brookline, Mass., ten years; with the War Department 
on river, harbor, and lighthouse work at Philadelphia, two years; 
assistant division engineer on the Catskill Aqueduct for the city 
of New York, eight years; and engineer on sewerage work for 
New York City with the New York Sewer Plan Commission, 
Board of Estimate and Apportionment, and finally with the 
borough of Manhattan, three years. 


Masor Dwicut Horton, Engineers. 


Dwight Horton was commissioned as captain of Engineers, 
August 17, 1917, and was ordered to Officers’ Training Camp, 
January 5, 1918. After six weeks of training he was designated 
construction quartermaster at Camp Bowie, Tex., during the 
period of active construction. On April 15, 1918, he was assigned 
to the 26th Engineers at Camp Dix, N. J., and given command 
of Company F. He served in this capacity until September 15, 
1918, when he was designated Water Supply Officer, Northern Dis- 
trict, First Army, during the Argonne offensive. He later took 
. command of the 2d Battalion, 26th Engineers, serving in that 
capacity until the regiment was demobilized at Camp Dix, N. J., 
March 14, 1919. Late in February, 1919, he received promotion 
to major of engineers. 

Major Horton was born November 17, 1881, at Buffalo, N. Y. 
His parents were of American descent. He received his early 
education at El Paso, Tex., and a technical training in civil engi- 
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neering at the University of New Mexico. His early technical 
experience was on railroad work, as locating and construction 
engineer, in New Mexico and the Southwest. Subsequently he 
was engaged as designing and construction engineer on municipal 
improvements, public roads, and bridges. During the ten years 
preceding his entry into the service, he carried on extensive con- 
tracting operations, including municipal, irrigation, building, 
dock and wharf, road and bridge construction throughout the 
Southwest and the Mississippi Valley. 


Masor Aubert A. Fricke, Medical Corps. 


Albert A. Fricke was commissioned first lieutenant in the Medi- 
cal Reserve Corps in 1912 and captain, M.R.C., in May, 1917. 
He served from June to September, 1917, at the Medical Officers’ 
Training Camp at Fort Riley, Kan. He was assigned to the 
26th Engineers as regimental surgeon, September 12, 1917, and 
continued in this capacity until the regiment was demobilized, 
March 14, 1919. He was promoted to the rank of major, May 25, 
1918. 

Major Fricke was born November 12, 1878, at Mound City, 
Ill. He received the degree of A.B. in 1906 from the University 
of Nebraska, and in 1908 the degree of M.D. from the medical 
department of the same institution. He later supplemented his 
professional education by doing post-graduate work in Berlin and 
Vienna during 1913. 

His professional experience prior to being ordered to active duty 
is as follows: Interne, Methodist Hospital, Omaha, Neb., two 
years; practice of general medicine at South Side, Omaha, nine 
years. During this period he was local surgeon for the Union 
Pacific, Burlington and Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific railroads; 
local examiner for thirteen insurance companies; and on the staff 
of the South Side General Hospital. 
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oe OFFICERS OF 26TH ENGINEERS 
: DETACHED FOR SPECIAL DUTY IN FRANCE. 


Cou. F. F. Engineers. 

Officer in Charge, Water Supply Section, and Assistant 
to Director of Division of Military Engineering and Engineer 
Supply, Office of Chief Engineer, American Expeditionary 
Forces, in which capacity he had technical supervision over 
all water-supply activities in the American Expeditionary 
Forces from August, 1917, to January 5, 1919. 


Lrevt.-Cot. F. W. ScHEIDENHELM, Engineers. 

Water Supply Section, Office of Chief Engineer, American 
Expeditionary Forces, November 22, 1917, to March 20, 
1918, spending month of December, 1917, observing water- 
supply work of British Third Army in front of Cambrai; 
Water Supply Officer, Office of Chief Engineer, I Corps, 
March 20, 1918, to July 5, 1918; Assistant to Chief Engineer, 
First Army, July, 1918; Assistant to Chief Engineer, Second 
Army, August.1 to°10, 1918; Water Supply Officer, First 
Army, August 10 to October 3, 1918, but continued to perform 
the duties of this office, after assuming command of the 26th 
Engineers, until November 20, 1918. 


; Masor Dwicut Horton, Engineers. 

| Water Supply Officer, Northern Sector (Argonne-Meuse 

front), Water Supply Service, First Army, September 18 to 
December 20, 1918. 


Masor Norman E. Oups, Engineers. 
Assistant Water Supply Officer, Office of Chief Engineer, 
First Army, August 22 to November 20, 1918, and Water 
Supply Officer subsequently. 


Major Artuur H. Pratt, Engineers. 
Assistant to Chief Engineer, Second Army, as Officer in 
Charge, Water Department, August 4 to December 20, 1918. 
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Capt. Gro. F. CatLert, Engineers. 
Assistant to Officer in Charge, Water Supply Section, 

Office of Chief Engineer, American Expeditionary Forces, 
assigned to study of water purification for troops operating 

in the Zone of the Armies, November, 1917, to March, 1918; 
Sanitary Officer, Intermediate Section, Services of Supply, 

in charge of water testing, inspection, and purification, April 1, 
1918, to January 2, 1919. 


Capt. H. E. Cuamsers, Jr., Engineers. 
Supply Officer, Water Supply Service, Office of Chief 
Engineer, First Army, October 20 to November 20, 1918. 


Capt. BENJAMIN M. HAL, Jr., Engineers. 
Assistant to Engineer in Charge, St. Nazaire Water Supply 
Project, France, November, 1917, to August, 1918; Assistant 

to Officer in Charge, Water Department, Office of Chief 
Engineer, Second Army, October to December, 1918; Officer 

in Charge, Water Supply Section, Division of Military Engi- 
neering and Engineer Supply, Office of Chief Engineer, 
American Expeditionary Forces, January 5, 1919, to May, 
1919. 


Capt. G. W. Knicut, Engineers. 
Water Supply Section, Office of Chief Engineer, American 
Expeditionary Forces, November 1917, to March, 1918; 
Liaison Officer at General Engineer Depot, War Department, 
Washington, D. C., April and May, 1918; Adjutant, Office of 
Chief Engineer Second Army, American Expeditionary 
Forces, July to December, 1918. 


Capt. CHarLes H. Lex, Engineers. 

Water Resources, Water Supply Section, Office of Chief 
Engineer, American Expeditionary Forces, November, 1917, 
to June, 1918, including temporary service as Water Supply 
Officer, Office of Chief Engineer, I Corps, February to March, 
1918; Water Intelligence Officer, Water Supply Service, 
Office of Chief Engineer, First Army, July to November, 1918. 
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Capt. W. M. SHaAticross, Engineers. 


Supply Officer, Water Supply Service, Office of Chief 
Engineer, First Army, September 23 to October 27, 1918; 
Supply Officer, Water Department, Office of Chief Engineer, 
Second Army, October 27 to December 20, 1918. 


Capt. GEORGE W. STICKNEY, Engineers. 


Assistant to Officer in Charge of Water Supply, Office of 
Director of Construction and Forestry, Services of Supply, 
May 18 to October 19, 1918. 


Carr. A. D. Weston, Engineers. 


Ist 


Assistant to Officer in Charge, Water Supply Section, 
Division of Military Engineering and Engineer Supply, 
Office of Chief Engineer, American Expeditionary Forces, 
in connection with water-supply material and equipment, 
November, 1917, to September, 1918. 


Lieut. F. O. Cuurcu, Engineers. 


Water Supply Officer, Office of Chief Engineer, First Army, 
January and February, 1919. 


Lieut. FrepErIcK A. FLETCHER, Engineers. 

Assistant Water Transport Officer, Water Supply Service, 
Office of Chief Engineer, First Army, September 20 to Novem- 
ber 20, 1918. 


Lizut. A. R. Garnock, Engineers. 
Water Transport Officer, Water Supply Service, Office of 
Chief Engineer, First Army, September to November, 1918. 


. Lieut. P. Hastines, Engineers. 


Assistant Supply Officer, Water Supply Service, Office of 
Chief Engineer, First Army, September to November, 1918. 


Lieut. P. O’B. Monrcomery, Engineers. 
Assistant to Chief Engineer, Advance Section, Services of 
Supply, August 10 to September 25, 1918. 
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Ist Lieut. R. J. O’Mrara, Engineers. 

Officer in Charge, Water Supply Section, Engineer Depot 
at Gievres, France, January to August, 1918; Assistant to 
Adjutant, Office of Chief Engineer, Second Army, August to 
December, 1918. 


Ist Lieut. G. L. Rounps, Engineers. 
Supply Officer, Northern Sector, Water Supply Service, 
First Army, September 19 to November 15, 1918. 


2p Lignut. R. S. NessLer, Engineers. 
Assistant to Officer in Charge, Engineer Depot, St. Nazaire, 
France, November, 1917, to September, 1918. 


2p Lieut. CHaRLEs 8. Beck, Engineers. 
Assistant to Engineer in Charge, St. Nazaire Water Supply 


Project, France, November, 1917, to August, 1918. 
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CITATIONS. 


HEADQUARTERS, 26TH ENGINEERS, 
A.P.O. 774. 


No. 2. 1 DEcEMBER, 1918. 


1. The Commanding Officer takes pride in publishing the follow- 
ing letter for the information of all members of this command: 


General Orders 


HEADQUARTERS, First Army. 
OFFICE OF CHIEF ENGINEER. 
23 NoveMBER, 1918. 


From: The Chief Engineer, First Army. 
To: The Commanding Officer, 26th Engineers. 
Subject: Services rendered during offensives. 


1. The Chief Engineer desires to express his highest apprecia- 
tion to you and to your regiment for the services rendered by you 
to the First Army in connection with the St. Mihiel offensive, 
starting September 12, and the offensive between the Meuse and 
the Argonne, starting September 26, and the continuation of that 
offensive on November 1. 

2. The success of these offensives is largely due to the excellent 
work performed by your regiment and its attached troops. 

3. A copy of this letter has been sent to the Chief of Staff, 
First Army. 

4. It is desired that the terms of this letter be published to all 
the officers and enlisted men of your command at the earliest 
opportunity. 

GrEorGE R. SPALDING, 
Colonel, Engineers, U.S. A. 
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2. The service of the command was to a large extent within 
the area of enemy shell fire, and yet, due to the fact that the com- 
mand is one of army troops and to the conditions of campaign, 
neither relief nor rest was possible from the beginning to the end 
of operations. 


3. The Commanding Officer desires to express his personal 
appreciation of the loyal, sustained, and effective efforts and co- 
operation of the officers and soldiers of this command, of those 
attached to this command, and of those otherwise associated with 
it in the First Army Water Supply Service. 

By order of Lieut.-CoL. SCHEIDENHELM. 


FRED 8S. WELLs, 
1st Lt. Engrs., U.S.A., Adjutant. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 26TH ENGINEERS, 
BORDEAUX EMBARKATION CAMP, 
Am.E.F. 


26 Frs., 719. 


General 
No. 6. 


1. Under date of 17 Feb., 19, a letter has been received by the 
Commanding Officer from Major-General W. C. Langfitt, Chief 
Engineer, American Expeditionary Forces, from which letter the 
following is quoted for the information of the command: 


‘“‘ Your regiment had a most important duty to perform in 
regard to water supply, both in the Services of Supply and in 
the armies. The duties required energy and high technical 
knowledge, and many times required the breaking up of your 
command into detachments, which could only have succeeded 
in their work by having excellent discipline. 

“T want you and your command to know that the services 
rendered were highly satisfactory and deserve commendation.” 


2. Applying broadly, as it does, to all of the work of the regi- 
ment in France, the commendation of so high an authority is 
properly a cause for gratification on the part of each member. 


By order of Lreut.-CoL. SCHEIDENHELM. 


(Signed) Frep S. WELLs, 
1st Lt. Engrs., Adjutant. 
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HEADQUARTERS, 26TH ENGINEERS, 
BORDEAUX EMBARKATION CAMP, 
Am.E.F. 


1 Marcu, 1919. 


General 
No. 7. 


1. During his inspection of this organization this date, at the 
Bordeaux Embarkation Camp, General J. J. Pershing, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, American Expeditionary Forces, expressed his 
desire that the Commanding Officer make known to the members 
of this command the entire satisfaction of the Commander-in- 
Chief with the work of this organization as Army Water Supply 
Troops with the several American armies. 

2. The emphatic point in the comment of the Commander-in- 
Chief was that he had heard of no shortage of water at the front. 


By order of Lirut.-CoL. ScHEIDENHELM. 


(Signed) Frep 8. WELLs, 
1st Lt. Engrs., Adjutant. , 


HISTORY OF THE 26TH ENGINEERS. 


General ae: War DEPARTMENT, 
No. 59. WasHINGTON, May 3, 1919. 


VI.— Awarps OF DISTINGUISHED-SERVICE MEpAL. — By di- 
rection of the President, under the provisions of the act of Con- 
gress approved July 9, 1918 (Bul. No. 43, W.D., 1918), the dis- 
tinguished-service medal was awarded by the commanding general, 
American Expeditionary Forces, to the following-named officers: 

Francis F. Longley, Colonel, United States Army. For excep- 
tionally meritorious and distinguished services. He has been in 
charge of the Water Supply Service, and as commanding officer 
of the 26th Engineers, a water-supply regiment, since the fall of 
1917. His untiring energy, unusual initiative, and good judgment 


have, to a marked degree, been responsible for the plentiful supply 
of pure drinking water to the combatant troops, thereby materially 
assisting in maintaining the unusually low rates in sickness among 
our troops. 


By order of the Secretary of War: 


FraNK McInNTYRE, 
Major-General, Acting Chief of Staff. 
Official : 
J. T. Kerr, 
Adjutant-General. 
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Unirep States ArRMy. 
CITATION. 


Lieut.-Col. Frederick W. Scheidenhelm. For exceptionally 
meritorious and conspicuous services as Water Supply Officer, 
First Army, France, American Expeditionary Forces. 

In testimony thereof, and as an expression of appreciation of 
these services, I award him this citation. 

Awarded on 19 April, 1919. 


(Signed) JoHn J. PERSHING, 
Commander-in-Chief. 
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SOME REFLECTIONS OF THE CHAPLAIN. 


The chaplain has tucked away, in his memory of our wartime 
experiences, a record of some rather unique services, and perhaps 
the men themselves will find a page or two devoted to their pres- 
ence at some of these, in their own personally bound volume of 
recollections. 

In the very beginning of the war for Company D, for example, 
we gathered together in a little shell-torn church in Sergy, — a 
church which some two weeks earlier had harbored a nest of 
hostile machine guns, — and here, seated or standing amid the 
débris, we held our service on a Sunday morn, encouraged thereto, 
no doubt, as we thought of the Alabama boys of the Rainbow 
Division taking their warriors’ repose on the near-by hillside. 
But, curiously enough, — and yet of such is life, — there is a touch 
of humor, too, in the memory of that day. A company of pioneers 
joined us in our devotions, and minister-like, I was pleased to have 
the increase in the size of my anticipated congregation, and said 
as much to our visitors. And then their reply: ‘“ Yes, the captain 
gave us our choice, to work on the road or go to church, so here 
we are.” 

Again, some of you will remember another Sunday morning, 
when some forty or fifty of us gathered at the mouth of those dirty 
little dugouts not far from Bethincourt, and during the service 
our vagrant eyes noted the circling approach of some ’planes in the 
fleecy clouded skies. Nor was it long before the intermittent 
whirr of the engines told us of their Teutonic origin. But not 
until the closing prayer were the disconcerting guns let loose, the 
sharp biting rat-tat-tat of our own nearby anti-aircraft guns and 
the response in kind from the sky above. 

And, once again, I remember a service held one Sunday after- 
noon on an open hillside near a certain, or uncertain, windmill 
between Nantillois and Montfaucon. There were two detach- 
ments of Company F there at the time; and at our gathering that 
afternoon there were some of the men from a detachment of Com- 
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pany D, who that very morning had seen five of their number 
laid low by a single shell. It was one of those times — in one of 
those seven long weeks of work and worry — when, somehow, a 


fellow rather felt the need of a little something other and different 
from those things of hideous sight, or more fearful sound, which 
had been the lot of our Engineers throughout the whole Argonne- 
Meuse offensive. And a little church gave him his chance. And 


ANIMAL WATERING POINT. 


One km. south of Montfaucon, showing stone-paved approaches on each 
side. Shell hole at left. 


~ 


yet, even then it was hard to escape into that other world of peace 
and security, for the Hun kept planting his “ big ones ’’ along the 
brow and on the reverse side of our own particular hill. Rather 
hard to keep your mind from rambling from a religious center. 
Supposing one of the “‘ big ones ”’ should clear the hilltop, — what 
then? Well, so much the more reason to take God into account! 

But it is impossible to enumerate them all — the different serv- 
ices which the chaplain will always remember, held up and down 
the front with the different and small circles of our men. Some- 
times we assembled in a dugout or in a dugout’s mouth, sometimes 
in the open, or in a billet, or stable, or barracks. But to me it 
was all so good, these services, in the time of our active warfare. 
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It all seemed so simple and natural and real and comforting and 
right. 

And to me, too, those more trying and hard days were the 
happiest of my army life. It gave us a chance — officers, chap- 
lain, and men — to get acquainted; for it threw us together into 
one and the same family life, with one and the same hard condi- 
tions to meet. It peeled off much of the artificial wrappings of 
life and dump-heaped a whole lot of its “ bunk.” It got us all 
down to the “ First things first,” to the things that count, and 
gave us in return a religion couched in the terms of the big and 
simple things of life. At least, so your chaplain felt it tobe. And 
for these things that he has seen and learned with you and through 
you, he thanks you, dear old ‘“‘ rough-neck engineers.”’ 

H. H. D. Srerrerr. 


CUSTOMERS OF A WATER PURIFICATION TRUCK. 


“Chloropump ” in background. Onright, a company water cart. On left, 
an ammunition truck converted into a water wagon by means of French 
wine casks. 
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2? Commissioned in France. Assigned December 12, 1918. 

3 Relieved from duty with Rg., January, 1919. 
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Angell, Harry J. 2d Lt. 2d Lt. 16 Murray St., N. Y. City, 
Co. E N.. ¥. 
Barnes, Frederick B. M.E.J.G. : 108 E. 17th St., N. Y. City, 
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Baxter, Warren G. ‘Lt. st Lt. 1104 Turkshead Bldg., Provi- 
dence, R. I. 


Beck, Charles 8. ‘ Lt. c/o Peerless Steel Co., Ardmore, 


a. 
Benedict, Sydney phe z 2651 49th St., S.E., Portland, 


re. 
Blake, James E. Marcus Hook, Pa. 


1Boettger, Robert Captain 131 Alta Ave., Yonkers, N. Y. 
Rg. Adjt. 
2Boyce, M. R. 2 127 W. North Ave., Chicago, 
Ill. 
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Grade and Company 


Name. or Detachment on Address. 
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U.S. 
Burge, J. D. 2d Lt. Ist Lt. Louisville, Ky. 


Engrs. Ist. Bn. 
Casual Has. 
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on D.S. Rg. Has. N.C. 
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Church, Franklin O. Ist Lt. Ist Lt. 143 E. 39th St., N. Y. City, 
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Dental C. Dental C. field, Mass. 
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3Crowell, Milton J. 1st Lt. Melrose, Mass. 
San. C 
Co. B 
(attached) 

5Dent, Elliott J. Colonel Major, Corps of Engineers, 
Commanding 329 Customhouse, New 
Regiment Orleans, La. 

Eckert, Alfred C. 2d Lt. 2d Lt. 916 South 4th St., Saginaw, 
Inf. Engrs. Mich. 
Casual Co. A 
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Co. F Co. F Ill. 
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Engrs. Co. A Ohio. 
Casual 

‘Finger, Matt. Sgt. 2d Lt. 2015 Harrison St., Wilming- 
Co. C AS.C. ton, Del. 

7Fletcher, Frederick A. 2d Lt. Ist Lt. 1408 Lexington Bldg., Balti- 
Signal C. Co. F more, Md. 

Forde, Charles W., Jr. 2d Lt. 2d Lt. Milford, Ohio. 
Co. B Co. B 

Forfar, Donald M. Ist Lt. Ist Lt. Virginia, Minn. 
Co. E Co. E 

Foulkrod, Raymond Ist Lt. Ist Lt. Wynnewood, Pa. 
Co. D Co. D 
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Gash, Frank T. 
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Hodnett, Ralph M. 


Horton, Dwight 
Howard, Royal M. 


Hughes, Lucien G. 


Jewell, A. H. 


Johnson, Frank C. C. 


*Knapp, Arthur 
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Lee, Charles H. 


Letton, Harry P. 
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Longley, Francis F. 


Loughlin, William C. 
Loughran, V. J. 


Garnock, Alexander R. 
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U.S. 
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Rg. Surg. 


1st Lt. 
Engrs. 
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Ist Lt. 
Co. E 


Ist Lt. 
Co. B 
Ist Lt. 
Co. D 
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Med. C. 
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Captain 


Co. F 


Captain 
0. E 


Captain 
on D.S. 


Ist Lt. 
on DS. 
Captain 
Engrs. 
Casual 


Feb. 1, °19. 


Major 
Med. C. 
Rg. Surg. 


Ist Lt. 
Co. E 


Ist Lt. 
Co. E 


Captain 


Address 


1789 W. 25th St., Los Angeles, 
Calif. 


Eau Claire, Wis. 


132 W. 7th Ave., Tarentum, 
Pa. 


c/o B. M. Hall & Sons, 


Ist Bn. Adjt. Atlanta, Ga. 


Ist Lt. 


125 E. Broadway, Anaheim, 


2d Bn. Has. Calif. 


Major 


(Unknown. ) 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


101 Main St., Dallas, Tex. 


C.O. 2d Bn. 


. 20 Lt. 


Co. B 
2d Lt. 
Co. F 


Ist Lt. 
San. C. 
Co. F 


(attached) 


2d Lt. 
Co. A 


Captain 
Rg. Has. 


Captain 
Rg. Has. 
Captain 
Rg. Has. 


Ist Lt. 
Co. F 
Colonel 
Engrs. 


2d Lt. 
Co. C. 
Ist Lt. 
San. C. 
Co. C 
(attached) 


814 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, 
N. ¥ 


Box 536, Eastland, Tex. 


359 Abbott St., East Lansing, 
Mich. 


2548 Maple Ave., N.S., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 
230 Wall St., Shreveport, La. 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 


2629 Piedmont Ave., Berke- 
ley, Calif. 

1921 S. 16th St., Lincoln, 
Neb. 


530 Manhattan Ave., N. Y. 
City, N. Y. 

c/o League of Red Cross 
Societies, Geneva, Switzer- 
land. 

1111 Marquette Bldg., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

199 Stryker Ave., Woodside, 
bb, Ny ¥. 
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Montgomery, P. O’B. 
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UNicholas, R. V. 


2Nessler, R. L. 


BNoreum, G. D. 


4Olds, Norman E. 
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Sellnow, Frank C. 
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Leaving Feb. 1, ‘19. 
U.S. 


Ist Lt. 


Ist Lt. 
Co. A 


Sgt. 
San. C. 


Co. F Co. F ‘ 


Major 
C. of E. 


Co. A 
(attached) 


Captain 
Rg. Has. 
Ist Lt. 
CoA 


Ist. Lt. 
Co. A 
Ist Lt. Captain 
Co. D 

Captain 

Co. B 


Captain Captain 
Co. D Co. E 


2d Lt. 
San. C. 
Med. C. 


ENGINEERS. 
Address. 
3915 Irving Ave., Dallas, Tex. 


(Unknown.) 


(at tached) 


Captain, Corps of Engineers, 
1206 10th St., Huntington, 
W. Va. 

St. Louis, Mo. 


(Unknown.) 


16 Mountain Ave., Summit, 


N. J. 
311 E. 124th St., N. Y. City, 
x. 


6 Locust St., Flushing, N. Y. 


20 Clinton St., Newark, N. J. 
Apartado 135, Tampico, Mex. 


35 Clifton Place, Brooklyn, 


(attached) 


2d Lt. 
Co D 
Ist Lt. 
2d Bn. 

Adjt. 


2d Lt. 
Co. D 
Ist Lt. 
Co. F 


Captain — Lt.-Col. 


(attached) Command- 
ing Regi- 


on D.S. 
ment 
2d Lt. 
San. C. 


c/o Equitable Life Assurance 
Society, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Merriam Block, Council 

Bluffs, Ia. 


10944 Hilburn St., 
Nw City, 


Hollis, 


Agricultural Bldg., Univ. of 
Urbana, 


(attached) 


115 Mulberry St., Newark, 
N 


S86. Mills Bldg., San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 
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Grade and Company 
Name. or Detachment on 
Leaving Feb. 1, "19. 
U.S. 


Shallcross, Wilbur M. Captain Captain 
Rg. Has. 2 Bn. 
Ss. 


Sheldon, Howard G. 


Smith, Cromwell O. 
114 Engrs. Co. E 
Sterrett, Henry H. D. Ist Lt. Ist Lt. 
Rg. Chaplain 
Stevens, Glenn R. 2d Lt. 2d Lt. 
Co. D Co. D 
Stewart, Fred J. Ist Lt. Ist Lt. 
Co. F C.0: 
Co. F 
Stickney, Grosvenor W. Captain Captain 
Co. C Co. C 
Stover, F. H. Ist Lt. 
San. C. 
(attached) 


'’Tinsman, Joseph A. 


(attached) 
Thompson, David 8. Sgt. 2d Lt. 
Co. C Co. D 


Wells, Fred 8. Ist Lt. Ist Lt. 
Co. C Rg. Adjt. 


Wesson, M. B. Captain 

Med. C. 

5Weston, Arthur D. Ist Lt. Captain 
Co. A 


Willard, Rees W. Ist Lt. 
Co..€ 
Withington, William H.2d Lt. 


Co. F 


Address. 


680 49th St., Milwaukee, 


Wis. 


2720 Midland Ave., Syracuse, 


Moorhead, Miss. 

3025 Macomb Ave., Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

5 Myrtle Ave., Newark, N. Y. 

Centerville, La. 

Room 500, 17 N. La Salle St., 


Chicago, IIl. 
(Unknown. ) 


411 N. Centre St., Merchant- 
ville, N. J. 


919 N. Elmwood St., Tulsa, 
Okla. 


c/o Stephens-Adamson Co., 
50 Church St., N. Y. City, 


(Unknown. ) 


c/o State Board of Health, 
State House, Boston, Mass. 


Municipal Bldg., Dallas, Tex. 


480 Lexington Ave., N. Y. 
City, N. Y. 


(Sct. 2d Lt. 
Co. C Co. € 
San. C. 
Engrs. 
it lt. 
Co. C 
2d Lt. 
Co. F 
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Laying 66-inch Reinforced Concrete 
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All Pressure Pipes are provided with 
Copper Expansion Joints. 


The Strongest and Most Permanent 
Water Pipe made. 


We will gladly furnish you with 
estimates. 


LOCK JOINT PIPE CO. 
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Factory, Ampere, N. J. 
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Special Castings, Fire Hydrants, Valves 
General Foundry and Machine Work 


253 BROADWAY NEW YORK CITY 
Postal Telegraph Building 


Patronize the Advertisers 
in the JOURNAL 


DEPOT 
FOR PROMPT SUPPLY OF 


MECHANICAL RUBBER GOODS 


INCLUDING 
HOSE OF ALL KINDS 


HyDRAULIC, JUTE, FLAX AND LEATHER 
PACKINGS 


OILS, GREASES AND WIPING WASTE 


BELTING AND POWER TRANSMISSION 
SUPPLIES 


LEWIS E. TRACY CoO. 


127 BROAD ST., BOSTON, MASs. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


NICHOLAS S. HILL, Jr. S. F. FERGUSON 
HILL @® FERGUSON 
Consulting Engineers 
Water Supply — Sewage Disposal 
Hydraulic Developments 


Reports, Investigations, Valuations, Rates, 
Design Construction,Operation, Management 
Chemical and Biological Laboratories 
112 EAST 19th ST. NEW YORK CITY 


Metcalf & Eddy 


Harris Trust Building 
Chicago, Ill. 


14 Beacon Street 
Boston, Mass. 


WATER SUPPLY AND SEWERAGE 


Design 
Supervision 
Reports 


Construction 
Management 
Valuations 


Examination Reports 


Financing 


CHARLES W. YOUNG & SONS 


68 Devonshire Street 
BOSTON, MASS. 


PUBLIC UTILITIES 


Electric 


Every requirement of Water Supplies 
met by Advertisers in the JOURNAL 


Operation 


Water | 


HENRY A. SYMONDS 


Consulting Engineer 


70 Kilby Street, Boston, Mass. 


WATER SUPPLY 
Surveys — Estimates — Designs 


Supervision 


MANAGEMENT AND ORGANIZATION 
EFFICIENCY REPORTS 


William R. Conard 


CONARD AND BUZBY. 


322 High St., Burlington, N. J. 
Inspections and Tests of 


Materials 
REPORTS SPECIFICATIONS 
DESIGNS INSPECTIONS 
TESTS 


Standpipes 
Water Tanks 
Gas Holders 


and all other metal surfaces 


need the protection of 
if DIXON’S 
Silica-Graphite 
PAINT 
BOOKLET NO. 87-8 

: JOSEPH DIXON CRUCIBLE 


CO. Jersey City, N. J. 


J. Stewart Buzby | We Carry in BOSTON STOCK for Immediate 


ipment 


CAST IRON BELL AND SPIGOT 
WATER PIPE AND FITTINGS 
FLANGED PIPE in full and short lengths 
WROUGHT PIPE 


FRED A. HOUDLETTE & SON 


(Incorporated) 


New York Buffalo 


93 Broad Street, Boston, Mass. 


Quotations furnished promptly for shipment 
| from Foundry 


MUNICIPAL CASTINGS 


| CAST IRON BRIDGE NAME PLATES 


Everything for the Street 
Pavement. Sewer Depart- 
ment, and Water Works. 


Write for Catalogue 


H. W. CLARK CO. 


1745 Broadway 
MATTOON, ILL., U. S. A. 


Salt Lake City San Francisco 
Chi 


icago 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


VENTURIE 


59 Gallons per Capita Saved in Two Years 


‘““ The Venturi Meter was adopted as the best and most 
suitable device to measure the large quantities re- 
quired without too great a loss of head.’”’ Thus wrote 
the superintendent of Pipe Lines and Reservoirs, 
Metropolitan Water Works, Boston, with reference 
to a decision of the Massachusetts legislature in 1902 
authorizing the construction of new water works and 
recommendations in regard to preventing waste and 
proportioning the annual water assessment. 


VENTURI METERS 


later showed in one district that, by 
the use of service meters, 55 gallons 
per capita were saved in two years. Thus 
the Venturi in this case established a 
standard which might be bettered, but 
if not attained would be a sure indica- 
tion of trouble. 


Bulletin 84 on request 


GLOVE SPECIAL WATER-PIPE FITTINGS 


are also made by the “ Builders of the Venturi” 


Builders Iron Foundry & 
‘‘Builders of the Venturi’’ Type M Register 


Providence Rhode Island __ Indicator — Recorder 


New York, Chicago, Pittsburgh, Atlanta, Portland, Ore., San Francisco, 
Toronto, Ont., Ottawa, Ont. 


LEB 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Vii 


UNION WATER METERS 


King Model ‘“‘B” Disc Meter 


WATER METERS 


cannot be any better than their gear trains, and the life 
of the gear train is determined by its ability to with- 
stand corrosive conditions. 


Hard rubber bushed spindles, intermediate spur gears 
of hard rubber and phosphor bronze have been a feature 
of Union Water Meiers for forty years. In recent 
years this has been further perfected by the adoption 
of Monel Metal for spindles and screws. 


The buoyancy of rubber spur gears renders the meter 
more sensitive and minimizes wear. 


Makers of Approved Water 
Works Specialties since 1868 


Union Water Meter Co. 


WORCESTER, MASS. 


| | 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


WATER METERS 


Are supreme in every point for which 


a revenue earning device is selected. 


THE EMPIRE 


SENSITIVENESS. Casual 
tests of a 5-8 size on .008 
inch opening, 40 lbs. pres- 
sure, show discharge of one 
gallon per hour. 


ACCURACY. Within 1% 
on the 1-16 stream, and 
within 2% on the 1-32, are 
records of the 5-8 size. 
Others in proportion. 


DURABILITY. Eighteen 
years in hard service, with- 
out repairs, and still work- 
ing with a satisfactory per- 
centage. 


LOW MAINTENANCE COST 


The record of the EMPIRE meter has never been equaled 


Send for descriptive literature and prices 


NATIONAL 
METER COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1870 


299 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


Branches in all other principal U. S. cities; also Winnipeg and London 


| 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. ix 


AMERICAN AND NIAGARA 


WATER METERS 


58 American Bronze Case Meter 


styles of outside casings, at prices which vary accordingly. 

Their registers may be round reading or straight reading, 
and may indicate in cubic feet, gallons or liters, at customer’s 
option. The meter may be opened at the bolted flange for in- 
specting or cleaning the submerged working parts, without dis- 
connecting the meter from the service pipes. Each intermediate 
gear may then be immediately removed from its bearing, the 
measuring chamber lifted from its seat, the strainer slipped out, 
or the register tried by turning the gear in the top casing. All 
submerged bearings are protected against abrasion from sand 
and sediment. The hard rubber measuring disk is reinforced 
with a metal plate. The intermediate gears revolve on friction- 
less pivot bearings. 


Nisoieset and American Meters may be furnished in three 


FEET As 
4 


Round Reading Straight Reading 
Register Register 


BUFFALO METER CoO. “Surrato, 


Established 1892 


58 Niagara Galvanized Iron Case Meter a > Fa 
| i 
if: 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


APPROVAL 


HERSEY DETECTOR METER 


The Hersey Detector Meter has 
been accepted forthirteenyears in 3; 
4; 6,8. /0’and 12’ sizes without. any 
restrictions or conditions of any 
kind by every Insurance Company, 
Stock and Mutual, doing business 
in the United States, and by the 
Water Departments and Water 
Companies in more than 600 Cities 
and Towns for use on over 4.000 
Fire Services protecting over 
§2000,000.000 worth of Insured Property. 


HERSEY MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
Boston NEWYORK CHICAGO COLUMBUS,O 
PHILADELPHIA ATLANTA SAN FRANCISCO 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


xi 


ACCURACY, LONG LIFE, 
Avoidanee of Repairs 


Are the Requisites of the Perfect Water Meter and 
are the Principal Features of the 


* LAMBERT.” 


Our unbreakable disk-piston, reinforced with an internal steel 
plate, can be found only in the LAMBERT METER. 

The growing popularity of the water-meter system is attributed 
by many to the inherent excellence of the ** LAMBERT” meter. 
Where ** LAMBERT” meterzs are selected, success is assured. 


100-110 BRIDGE ST. 


THOMSON METER CO. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Twelve Reasons Why 
YOU SHOULD USE 


Registered U. S. Patent Office 


FOR 
Jointing Water Mains 


1. DURABILITY. Leadite joints increase in strength with age. 
2. NO CAULKING. Leadite joints require no caulking, because 
the Leadite adheres to the pipe, making a water-tight bond. 

3. COMPARATIVE QUANTITIES. One ton of Leadite is 

equivalent to four tons of lead. 

4- LABOR SAVING. Saves caulking charges and digging of 
large bell-holes, and reduces the cost of trench pumping to 
the minimum. 

COST. Its use saves 50 to 65 per cent. over lead, owing to the 
saving effected in material and labor. 

TOOLS. As no caulking is required, fewer tools are needed. 

TRANSPORTATION. Considerable freight charges are saved 
because Leadite is lighter than lead. 

HAULING. Saves hauling expense on the work because you 
move only one fourth the weight of jointing material. 

9. FUEL. Saves fuel because you melt only one ton of material 
instead of four, and not as much heat is required either. 

10. DELIVERY. We can make prompt shipments. 


11. DAMAGE SUITS. Claims for damages caused by joints blow- 
ing out are prevented because Leadite joints will not blow 
out under any pressure. 

12. USERS. Progressive water works all over the country use 
Leadite. 


WRITE FOR BOOKLET 


THE LEADITE COMPANY, Inc. 
LAND TITLE BUILDING PHILADELPHIA 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


WE ANNOUNCE THE ESTABLISHMENT, ON JANUARY 1, 1920, OF 


WALDO BROS. AND BOND COMPANY 


A CONSOLIDATION OF 


WALDO BROTHERS, Inc. HAROLD L. BOND COMPANY 
Established 18650 Established 1900 
Building Materials Construction Equipment 


WITH THE FOLLOWING BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
HAROLD L. BOND 
President 


C. SIDNEY WALDO 


Vice-President 


LLEWELLYN HOWLAND FREDERIC W. MATTHEIS 
Vice-President Sales Manager 
HAROLD C. BOND JAMES G. LINCOLN 
Secretary } Treasurer 
ROGER ERNST FRANK M. BATES 


OFFICES AND SALESROOM 


181 CONGRESS STREET, BOSTON 


WAREHOUSES 


58 WEBSTER AVENUE 202 SOUTHAMPTON STREET 
SOMERVILLE SoutH Boston 
Tupor WHARF, CITY SQUARE 400 ATLANTIC AVENUE 
CHARLESTOWN Boston 


N uniting the business of Waldo Brothers, Inc., and Harold 

L. Bond Company, we are bringing under one head, lines 

which are closely related and interdependent. Waldo 

Brothers have been for years the largest dealers in building ma- 

terials in New England. Harold L. Bond Company has achieved 
a similar position in construction equipment. 


The new company will preserve all that is best.in the tradi- 
tions of both. Through centralized control we shall have greater 
resources and economy of operation. This will mean better 
service than ever for our customers. 


Our slogan will be 
**A COMPLETE SERVICE TO THE 


CONTRACTING and BUILDING INDUSTRY 
OF NEW ENGLAND ”’ 


= 
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Xiv ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Valve 


NEPONSET, MASS. 


€luice Gates, Gate Valves and Fire Hydrants 


: LUDLOW VALVE MFG, CO. 


VALVES and FIRE HYDRANTS 


This hydrant is anti- freezing, because 
when the drainage is good no water is left 
in it to freeze. 


The drip is directly in the bottom of the 
hydrant and drains perfectly. It is protected 
by its valve, which never leaves its socket 
and cannot be clogged. 


VALVES, HYDRANTS. 
ALSO CHECK 


HYDRANTS, 


SEND FOR CIRCULARS. 
OFFICE AND WORKS: FOOT OF ADAMS STREET, TROY, N. Y. 


BRANCH OFFICES: 


NEW YORK PHILADELPHIA BOSTON PITTSBURGH CHICAGO KANSAS CITY 
62 GOLD sT. HARRISON BLOG. OLIVER BLDG. IST NAT. BANK BLDG. THE ROOKERY R.A.LONG BLDG, 


They set the Pace 


ASHTON POP VALVES 
and... STEAM GAGES 


Superior in Quality of material and workman- 

ship, and with greatest efficiency and durability, Ne. and 
they challenge comparison with any others on sittin 

the market. Senda trial order subject to ap- 

proval ONLY IF SATISFACTORY, and thereby prove the claims made for 
them. HIGH GRADE GOODS OUR EXCLUSIVE SPECIALTY. 


No.20. Valvefor ‘The ASHTON VALVE CO., 164 First Street, EAST CAMBRIDGE, MASS, 


Stationary Boilers. 


| 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THE CHAPMAN 
VALVE MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY 


Manufacturers of 


Gate Valves Drip Valves 
Gate Fire Hydrants 


Corporation Cocks Curb Cocks 


Anderson Couplings 
Lead Pipe Connections 


WRITE FOR OUR WATER-WORKS CATALOG 


Main Office and Works 
Indian Orchard, Mass. 


BRANCH HOUSES 


BOSTON, MASS. NEW YORK CITY PHILADELPHIA CHICAGO 
141 High St. 180 Lafayette St. 1011 Filbert St. 116 N. Jefferson St. 
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Xvi ADVERTISEMENTS. 


THAT NEW BOOK 
“BULLETIN A” 
should be of 


interest to you, if 
you use the 


COREY 
HYDRANTS 


Send for it. 


RENSSELAER VALVE Co. 
TROY, N. Y. 


EDSON M’F’G COMPANY 


275 ATLANTIC AVE., BOSTON, MASS. 


This Engine is built 
for Diaphragm Pumps 
by the makers and in- 
ventors of the Pump. 


Fifty years’ experience 
is behind it — reliable 
as the original pump 
you have known for 
years. 


Now in use by many 
of the Water Depart- 
ments. 


Mounted on Skid or 
On the Top 4-Wheel Hand Truck, 


NO. 1 AIR-COOLED GASOLINE ENGINE i 
Can be attached to any Diaphragm Pump a@S desir ed. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. XVii 


What the Engineer Said About Goulds Pumps 


the Goulds Pumps had 


been in operation a little over 
a year and a half in the Wiscasset 
(Me.) Water Works, J. L. Byrne, 
the Contracting Engineer, who 
made the installation in 1916, said: 
“The Goulds Pumps have opera- 
ted perfectly —I am thoroughly 
satisfied in every particular with 
the prompt deliveries, the actual 
installation, the operation of the 


pumps and the results obtained.” 


The Wiscasset plant consists of 


7 miles of pipe, a storage basin 


and concrete standpipe 
of 200,000 gals., and two 
Goulds Fig. 1140, 5in.x8 
in. Bronze Fitted Triplex 
Plunger Pumps, each 
direct connected through 
a friction cut-off coupling 
toa 12 H.P. 8 in. x 8 in. 
Mietz C& Weiss fuel oil 
engine. Each pump is 
designed to deliver 100 
G.P.M. against a head of 
230 feet. 


Goulds Pumps are 
simple in design, sturdy, 
accessible, and reliable. 
Complete information in 


Bulletins. 


The Goulds Manufacturing Company 


MAIN OFFICE AND WORKS 


SENECA FALLS, N. Y. 


New York Boston Chicago Philadelphia 
16 Murray St. 58 Pearl St. 12-14 S. Clinton St. 111 North 3d St. 


Pittsburg Detroit Atlanta Houston 
636 Henry W. Oliver Bldg. 804 Dime Bank Bldg. Citizens & Southern Bank Bldg. 1001 Carter Bldg. 


XVili ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Make the JOURNAL the 
best Advertising Medium 
by careful attention to 
the Advertising Section. 


ENOUGH WATER? 


If not, it is probably because of lack of carrying capacity of 
your mains. Consult us. 


Illustrated booklet upon req t 


NATIONAL WATER MAIN CLEANING CO. 
50 Church Street New York City 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Turbine Driven Pump at the Arlington Station 
of the Metropolitan Water Works, Boston 


Installed by 


F. A. Mazzur & Co. 
141 MILK STREET, BOSTON 


Complete Water-Works Installations for 


STEAM 
ELECTRIC 
FUEL OIL DRIVE 


Let us estimate on your requirements 


X1X 
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Rear View of Wallace & Tiernan Water Purification Truck 
Used in France by 26th Engineers 


WE developed, designed, and constructed 
some of the Water Purification Equipment 
used by the 26th Engineers in France. 


Several hundred units of our Chlorine Control 
Apparatus were shipped, enabling our army authori- 
ties to chlorinate practically all water furnished 
our troops. 


The portable water purification trucks illustrated 
were of tremendous service during military oper- 
ations and a Certificate of Merit was awarded 
to W. & by the War Department. 


We are always prepared to give maximum atten- 
tion to Water Purification Problems. 


WALLACE & TIERNAN CO., Inc. 


Manufacturers of Chlorine Control Apparatus 


NEW YORK CITY 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


DRY FEED 


Daily Capacity 


sloppy solution tanks. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
KANSAS CITY, MO. 


WoRKS 
OIL CITY, PA. 


PITTSBURGH 


INSTALLATIONS 


Daily Capacity 


Cities Gallons Cities Gallons 

East Liverpool, Ohio 6,000,009 Tulsa, Okla. 6,000,000 
Toledo, Ohio 54,000,000 Stillwater, Okla. 1,000,000 
Ravenna, Ohio 2,000,000 Okmulgee, Okla. 4,000,000 
Spartanburg, S. C. 4,000,000 Muskogee, Okla. 12,000,000 
Batavia, N. Y. 3,000,000 Grand Forks, N. Dak. 2,000,000 
Great Falls, Mont. 12,000,000 Chanute, Kan. 2,000,000 
Livingston, Mont. 3,000,000 Olean, N. Y. 2,500,000 
Fort Madison, Ia. 3,000,000 Twin Falls, Ida. 6,000,000 
Flint, Mich. 16,000,000 Camp Funston, Kan. 4,000,000 
Dalny, Japan 4,000,000 Castle Gate, Utah 600,000 
Tyler, Tex. 2,000,000 Valparaiso, Chile 12,000,000 
Fort Worth, Tex. 10,000,000 


The Dry Method of Chemical Feed is rapidly displacing the old, 
Why not change your plant at once? 


PITTSBURGH FILTER & ENGINEERING CO. 


NEW YORK 
CHICAGO 


BRASS GOODS. 
Union Water Meter Co... . . 
CAST-IRON PIPE AND SPECIALS. 
Builders Iron Foundry 
Donaldson Iron Co 
John Fox & Co. 
Fred A. Houdlette & Son 
Warren Foundry and Machine Co. . . 
CHLORINE APPARATUS AND TREATMENT. 
Wallace & Tiernan . 
CLEANING WATER MAINS. 
National Water Main Cleaning Co... . . 
ENGINEERS. 
Hill & Ferguson 
Metcalf & Eddy 
Henry A. Symonds 
ERECTERS OF PUMPING AND POWER MACHINERY. 
F. A. Mazzur Co. 
FILTERS AND WATER-SOFTENING PLANTS. 
Pittsburg Filter and Engineering Co. 
FURNACES, ETC. 
The Leadite Co. 
GAGES. 
Ashton Valve Co. 
GAS ENGINES. 
GATES, VALVES, AND HYDRANTS. 
Ashton Valve Co. 
John Fox & Co. 
Ludlow Valve M’f’g Co... .... 


(Index continued on page xziv.) 
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XXli ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Lene high-duty condensing pumping engine 

of about 3,000,000 gallons daily capacity — in- 
stalled in Porter Avenue Water-works Pumping Sta- 
tion, Buffalo, New York. 


. 


Designed for following normal working conditions: 
Water pressure, 100 lb. sq. in.; suction lift, 15 ft. plus 
friction in about 60 ft. of suction pipe; steam pres- 
sure, 235 lb. per sq. in., 100 degrees F. superheat. 


WORTHINGTON 


Deane Works, Huiyoke, Mas: Epping- all Pittsburgh, Pa. Laidlaw Works, Cincinnati, Ohio. Gas Engine Works, Cudahy, Wis. 


Blake & Knowles Works 
East Cambridz:. Mass. 
Worthington Works 
Harrison, N. J. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Worthington 
UNAFLOW Pumping Engine 


EVELOPMENT of this very efficient and 

economical! type of steam engine has been 
greatly retarded during the past few years, due 
to stress of war work. 


Worthington now. offers for water works and 
similar pumping service their development of 
the Unaflow Pumping Engine, designed up 
to Worthington standards, and constructed 
according to the knowledge and experience 
gained through eighty years of designing, im- 
proving and building pumps and pumping 
machinery for all uses and purposes. 


Worthington Unaflow construction has re- 
sulted in a pumping apparatus that attains 
great economy, high speeds, is simple, needs 
but little attention, and occupies minimum 
space. Special valve development guarantees 
satisfactory operation under all the varying 
conditions of speeds and pressures to which 
pumping engines are liable to be subjected. 


Worthington Pump and Machinery Corporation 
Executive Offices: 115 Broadway, New York City 
Branch Offices in 24 Large Cities 


WORTHINGTON 


Deane Works, Holyoke, Mas: a S Laidlaw aetna Cincinnati, Ohio. Gas Engine Works, Cudahy, Wis. 
Blake & Knowles Works Power 
East Cambrids.. Mass. Caleb 
Worthington Works Snow-Holly Works 
Harrison, N. J. Buffalo, N. Y. 
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CLASSIFIED DIRECTORY OF ADVERTISEMENTS (Continued). 


INSPECTION OF MATERIALS. Page 
LEADITE. 
MANAGERS. 
Charles W. Young & Sons . v es 
METERS. 
Buffalo Meter Co... ix 
Builders Iron F vi 
Hersey M'f'g Co x 
National Meter Co. viii 
Thomson Meter Co. xi 
Union Water Meter Co. . : Vii 
Worthington Pump and Mac hine ry y Corporation XXii 
METER BOXES. 
H. W. Clark Co. 
Hersey M’f'g Co... x 
Rensselaer Valve Co. . xvi 
OIL, GREASE, ETC. 
Jos. Dixon Crucible Co. . Vv 


Lewis E. Tracey Co. 
PIPE JOINTS. 

PRESSURE REGULATORS. 


Union Water Meter Co. Vii 
Ashton Valve Co. : xiv 
PUMPS AND PUMPING ENGINES. 
Builders Iron Foundry 5 vi 
Edson Co... Xvi 
F. A. Mazzur Co. xix 
Worthington Pump : and Ma ue hine ry y Corpor: ation xxii 
REINFORCED CONCRETE PIPE. 
Lock Joint Pipe Co. ‘ ii 
TOOLS AND SUPPLIES. 
xii 
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The Journal of the New England Water Works Association 


is a quarterly publication, containing the papers read at the meetings, to- 
gether with verbatim reports of the discussions. Many of the contribu- 
tions are from writers of the highest standing in their profession. It 
affords a convenient medium for the interchange of information and experi- 
ence between the members, who are so widely separated as to find frequent 
meetings an impossibility. Its success has more than met the expectation 
of its projectors; there is a large and increasing demand for its issues, and 
every addition to its subscription list is a material aid in extending its field 
of usefulness. ALL MEMBERS PF THE ASSOCIATION RECEIVE THE JOURNAL 
IN PART RETURN FOR THEIR ANNUAL DUES; to all others the subscription 
is three dollars per annum. 


TO ADVERTISERS 


HE attention of parties dealing in goods used by Water Departments is 
called to the JOURNAL OF THE NEW ENGLAND WATER WORKS AssO- 
CIATION as an advertising medium. 
Its subscribers include the principal WATER WORKS ENGINEERS and 
CONTRACTORS in the United States. The paid circulation is over 1,000 


COPIES. 
Being filled with original matter of the greatest interest to Water 
Works officials, it is PRESERVED and constantly REFERRED TO BY 
THEM, and advertisers are thus more certainto REACH BUYERS than 
by any other means. 

The JOURNAL is not published as a means of revenue, advertisements 
being inserted solely to help meet the large expense of publication. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


One page, one year, four insertions . + . e ° Sixty Dollars, 
One-half page, one year, four insertions . . ‘ Forty Dollars. 
One-fourth page, one year, four insertions . Twenty-five Dollars. 
One-twelfth page (card), one year, four insertions e Ten Dollars, 
One page, single insertion Thirty Dollars. 
One-half page, single insertion Twenty Dollars. 
One-fourth page, single insertion . e ° . Fifteen Dollars, 
Size of page, 7j x 4} net. 
A sample copy will be sent on application. 
For further information, address, 


HENRY A. SYMONDS, 
Editor and Advertising Agent, 


70 KILBY STREET 
BOSTON, MASS. 


> 
BOSTON. MASSACHUSETTS 


CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND TEN CENTS PER POUND 


PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN 


TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND TEN CENTS 


Join Your Water Mains 
WITH 


AND CUT YOUR EXPENSES 


50% FIRST COST 
50% SMALLER BELL HOLES 
75% HANDLING 


100% CALKING 


OUR PROPOSAL 


That the prospective users purchase a trial 
lot of 1 to 5 bags, and that this be used 
under the direction and according to the in- 
structions of our representative. 


If, after a trial, the purchaser is not satisfied 
with the material, any surplus not in use to be 
returned to the Lead-Hydro-Tite Company, and 
no charge to be made for any of the Lead- 
Hydro-Tite furnished. 


Owned, Manufactured and 
Sold by New Englanders 


Write for Particulars 


Fred Houdlette Son, 


Sole New England Sales Agents 
93 BROAD STREET 


BOSTON, MASS. 


TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND PRICE TEN CENTS PER POUND TEN CENTS 
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